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AGENTS and BROKERS 
PENNSYLVANIA and NEW JERSEY 


The Indemnity Company of America 


Saint Louis 


WRITING AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
EXCLUSIVELY 


Have opened a Branch Office in Philadelphia, 
at 424 WALNUT STREET, which is fully 
equipped with Claim and Underwriting De- 
partments to handle the business in these two 
States, and in charge of men who have been 
General Agents, know the Agents’ needs and 
speak their language. 


Do you represent a company where the Officers 


have a real interest in you and your policy- 
holdersr 


Yy 
CH. A. LEMP, President EARL C. THOMPSON, V.P. & G. M. 
HENRI F. DAVID, Secretary Ls a WM. J. LEMP, Jr., Treasurer 
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“The Policy Has An Advantage” 
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old PENNSYLVANIA 
has successfully met 
every expectation of 
agents and policy- 
holders — in good 
times and bad, in 
panics and conflagra- 
tions—progressing 
steadfastly in 
usefulness, 


s 


You can feel 
proud to 
represent it 


1829 1929 


EST. January 25,1825 on|# = =| Independence Sq. Philadelphia 
A825 Qe) 1925 —— 
—>— 908-510 Walnut Street 


On the Same Spot for 100 Years and as Progressive as the Nation 


100 PER CENT FOR 100 YEARS 


©1924 The Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Compan 
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T)ecember 


URING December, business 
men are checking up their last 
year’s earnings, preparing inven- 
tories, working on tax figures—shap- 

























o : 
ing their affairs for the new year. At 
Fire no other time are expenses, stock on 
Automobile hand and prospective earnings visu- 

Tourist . . 
banned alized so graphically. Naturally, 
utiles teabies therefore, no other time is so appro 
Explosion priate for selling Star Use and Occu- 
Use and Occupancy 4 


pancy Insurance. 







Postal 
Profits 
Commissions 


Strike, Riot and 


Civil Commotion 


A bright outlook promises bigger profits for 
1925. In figuring insurance against cessation 
of those profits, therefor, the business man 
should be shown the necessity of liberal cal- 
culation. 








This year particularly, Star agents are urging 


thorough Use and Occupancy coverage. 





Insurance Co. 


OF AMERICA, 


Executive Offices: 1 Pershing Square 
Park Ave. at 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 


Western Department Southern Department Pacific Coast Department 


CHICAGO NEW ORLEANS SAN FRANCISCO 





“THE COMPANY WITH THE L. & L. & G. SERVICE” 
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Friendliness and Cooperation 


It is important that the public regard fire insurance as 
a smoothly operating efficient machine. The buyer of 
fire insurance should regard the fire insurance agent and 
the fire insurance company with respect, and even admira- 
tion. The fire insurance business should, in other words, 
“stand” well with those who buy its policies. 


But the public cannot possibly have a wholesome and 
lasting respect for a business that is in a state of turmoil. 
If there are disagreements between companies, which also 
involve the agents, these disagreements and the friction 
which they produce are bound to be observed by the 
public with the result that if the internal dispute in fire 
insurance be continued, public confidence in the business 
and those engaged in it will decline. 


With this thought in mind, it is appropriate to observe 
that the WESTERN INSURANCE BUREAU has done 
everything possible to bring about a greater degree of har- 
mony in the business. It views with disfavor the disagree- 
ment and strife in local agency ranks, brought about by 
attempted separation. It is opposed to enforced separation. 
It champions the cause of local agents being permitted 
to run their own agencies in their own way. The 
WESTERN INSURANCE BUREAU is a home rule 
organization, and as such, endeavors to maintain a spirit 
of friendliness and cooperation in the business. 


The 


Western Insurance Bureau 


Insurance Exchange Building 
Chicago 


This space has been contracted and paid for by the Western Insurance Bureau 
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KANSAS SEPARATION 
SUIT ON AT TOPEKA 


Western Managers on Hand in a, 


Body for Case Brought by 
Bureau Interests 


DEPOSITIONS PRESENTED 


F. D. Silber, for Bureau, Charges Con- 
spiracy in Opening Statement— 
Denied by E. H. Hicks 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 
suit to test the separation plans of the 
Western Union was begun in the Shaw 
pee county district court here Monday 
This is the suit brought by the West 
ern Insurance Bureau and non-affiliated 


3.—The big 


companies operating in Kansas agains 
the Western Union and the companie 
holding 
tion. 
The first two days of the trial of the 


membership in that organiza 


case were taken up with the opening 
statements of the lawyers and the read- 
ing of the depositions of Western Union 


officials taken in Chicago some weeks 
ago. ; 
Fred D. Silber of Chicago and O’- 


Neill & Hamilton of Topeka represent 
the Bureau companies. Lamar Hill of 
New York, E. H. Hicks of Chicago, 
Stone & McDermott and John Hunt of 
Topeka represent the Union companies. 
Many Managers on Hand 

30th sides have a large array of west- 
ern managers in attendance at the trial 
and more are coming to testify in the 
suit. The Union has these managers: 
John C. Harding, Springfield Fire & Ma- 
rine, president of the Western Union; 


J. M. Thomas, Aetna; A. G. Dugan, 
Hartford; C. R. Street, Great Ameri- 
can; C. R. Tuttle, North America. The 
Bureau. managers here are: Waite 


Bliven, Firemen’s of Newark; W. D. 
Williams, Security, Rockford, Ill; Fred 
M. Gund, Crum & Forster, Freeport, 
Ill.; C. N. Gorham, American, Rock- 
ford; H. A. Clark, National Liberty. 
Other managers and officials are ex- 
pected late in the week as the trial pro- 
gresses to the point where they will be 
needed as witnesses. 

The sessions Monday afternoon and 
Tuesday morning were devoted entirely 
tc the deposition of E. B. Hatch, sec- 
retary of the Western Union. The com- 
pact, conference agreement and the com- 
mission scales of the Union were of- 


fered and then came the copy of the” 


minutes of the governing committee of 
the Union during the time the confer- 
ence agreement was in process of abro- 
gation and the companies were carrying 
out the separation plans. 

These minutes are regarded by the 
lawyers for the Bureau companies as the 
most important documentary evidence 
to be offered. The minutes show the in- 
Structions issued by the committee to 
the member companies relative to sepa- 
ration and the steps taken to avoid any 
Violations of the law by all the Union 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 34) 


NEGOTIATIONS FUTILE 

NORTHWESTERN OFF THE LIST 

Hope Still Held Out That Some Amic- 
able Terms Will Be Reached 


With Bassett 


NEW YORK, N. Y., Dec. 


foregone 


3.—It is a 
conclusion that the North- 
western National will not come to terms 
with the National Association of Insur- 
ance Agents. All efforts to get the 
Northwestern National to subscribe to 
the principles of the National associa- 
tion seemingly have been futile. It is 
stated that the officers of the National 
Association in due season will issue a 
formal statement to the effect that it 
will be inconsistent for a member of any 
state association to represent the com- 
pany. 

The issue with the Firemen’s has not 
yet been closed. Hope is expressed 
that some way will be found to come to 
an amicable agreement. No. definite 
proposition has been made by either 
side. There have been some negotia- 
tions. 

Many Will Be Present 

The executive committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Insurance Agents 
will not meet in New York next week 
during the time of the Insurance Com- 
missioners Convention which will be in 
progress as has been custom in times 


past. However, President Thomas C. 
Moffatt, Secretary Walter H. Bennett, 
Cliff C. Jones of Kansas City, chairman 
of the executive committee; Frank L. 


Gardner of Peaeannee, my. tu. 
member of the National executive com- 
mittee, A. G. Chapman of Louisville and 
perhaps a few others active in the Na- 
tional Association will be on so that 


there will be a good sized committee 


here in case anything comes up. 
Confer With Bassett 


Rumors are flying about with respect 
to whether the National Association of 
Insurance Agents and President Neal 
Bassett of the Firemen’s are getting to- 
gether, following the passage of the fa- 
mous Milwaukee resolution at the an- 
nual convention. President Thomas C. 
Moffatt of the agency body addressed a 
letter to President Bassett after the 
meeting of the executive committee 
here a few weeks ago, giving the posi- 
tion of the National Association on the 
bank agency issue and calling the atten- 
tion of the Firemen’s president that the 
company is charged with a violation of 
the principle enunciated by the agency 
organization. He was asked to clear 
the decks by Dec. 5 or to be held prac- 
tically in “contempt of court.” It is un- 
derstood that President Bassett’s reply 
was not reassuring but some searching 
interrogatories were made. This it is 
stated led to a conference between 
President Bassett and President Moffatt 
Tuesday of this week. As Secretary W. 
H. Bennett of the agency association 
was absent from his office Tuesday and 
those seeking him were told he was at 
Mr. Moffatt’s office in Newark, presum- 
ably he was at this important confer- 
ence. Mr. Bennett was non-communi- 


cative when approached by THE NATIONAL 
UNDERWRITER today, merely saying that they 


WICKSER wee. RETIRE 


KENNEDY IS TO BE PRESIDENT 
Present Vice-President of the Fidelity- 
Phenix Will Be Executive 

Head of Buffalo 
BUFFALO, N. Y., Dec. 
the directors of the 
Company hold their 


3.—When 
3uffalo Insurance 
annual meeting 
Dec. 16, it is understood that John G. 
Wickser will retire as president, and in- 
stead become chairman of the board. 
His successor in the former connection 
is to be Sidney R. 
president of the 


Kennedy, now vice- 

Fidelity-Phenix. All 
other officers of the Buffalo will con- 
tinue as now. The company is one of 
the solid fire company institutions of 
the land, having assets of close to 
$5,000,000; and a policyholders’ surplus 
of about $3,000,000. It has been ultra 
conservative in its operations, restrict- 
ing its activities to 19 states, and care- 
fully selecting its business. Thus far 
in 1924 its loss ratio is reported to be 
about 45 percent. Aside from President 
Wickser, the officers of the Buffalo are: 
First vice-president, Edwin B. Eggert; 
second vice-president, Philip J. Wick- 
ser; secretary, Charles A. Georger; as- 
sistant secretaries, L. W. Fisher and 
Henry M. Miller. 


ROCHESTER DEPARTMENT PLAN 


Formal Announcement Sent to Agents 
of Coming Change of Western 
Office to Chicago 


\gents of the Rochester Department 
of the Great American throughout the 
west have been formally advised by 
Manager J. O. Dye of the intended 
transter of its offices for the territory 
from New York to Chicago on the first 
of the year, with Raymond Waldron as 
manager. Mr. Waldron has long been 
identified with the organization, for 
some years past as chief aid to Mr. Dye. 
The present field force will be continued. 
The change, Mr. Dye says, “Is made 
with a view to increasing the value of 
the company to our agents and to enable 
us to provide better and more prompt 
service than heretofore.” Though sever- 
ing his connection with the Rochester 
Department for the west, Mr. Dye will 
continue to occupy a highly important 
post here, it being understood that he 
will have charge of the loss department 
of the Great American, the Rochester 
Department and the Massachusetts Fire 
& Marine, an allied company, in the 
eastern and southern fields. 


would issue a statement after Dec. 5, set- 
ting forth the attitude of both the North- 
western National and Firemen’s toward the 
communication sent them by order of the 
executive committee. Secretary Ben- 
nett stated that a parley had been held 
with the Firemen’s president, but be- 
yond that declined to advance further 
information. Those who know Presi- 
dent Bassett well predict that he will 
not budge from the position he has 
taken at Louisville. 


PAUL HAID IS PRESIDENT 
AMERICA FORE GROUP 


Same Officials Are Now Listed 
for All the Three 
Companies 





MANY PROMOTIONS MADE 


Strong Lineup of Men in the Manage- 
ment—All Have Been Trained in 
Evans Service 





NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—Paul I 


president of the 


. Haid, 
Fidelity-Phenix, has 
been elected president also of the Con- 
tinental succeeding Norman T. Robert- 
son, whose resignation was recently an- 
nounced, and of the 


American Eagle 





PAUL L. HAID 

President America Fore Companies 
succeeding James A. Swinnerton, who 
has resigned to become vice president 
of the three larger America Fore com- 
panies. To provide for the unified plan 
of executive and organization 
Sturm an- 
nounced, a number of official changes 
were made at the 


office 


which Chairman’ Ernest 


same meeting as well 

as several promotions. These changes 

affect only the home office staff, inas- 

much as the unit plan of operation has 

not yet been put into effect in the Chi- 

cago or San Francisco departments. 
Haid’s Remarkable Rise 


To those who know Mr. Haid, this 
announcement comes as no great sur- 
prise. Ever since, six years ago, he 
came from the Pennsylvania field to 
the home office of the America Fore 
comp anies as executive special agent, 
Mr. Haid has been “doing things” for 
these companies. His remarkable rise 
to his position as president of the Fidel- 
ity-Phenix has been no happenstance. 
His broad vision and clear judgment 
have been responsible for some of the 
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most constructive work of the organiza- 
tion. His initiative and personality have 
enabled him to put them over. Not the 
least of Mr. Haid’s suggestions, is that 
for the unit plan of operation which is 
now going into effect under his guid- 
ance. He enjoyed the confidence of 
Henry Evans who entrusted him with 
some of his most difficult tasks. They 
were always well done. To become the 
president of a $100,000,000 organization 
at 37 is a real achievement. 
Vice-Presidents Named 


James A. Swinnerton becomes vice 
president of the three larger companies. 
This gives the Continental and Fidelity- 
Phenix the advantage of Mr. Swinner- 
ton’s experience and judgment hereto- 
fore alone enjoyed by the American 
Eagle. He was president of the latter. 

William Quaid, vice president of the 
Continental, becomes also vice president 
of the other two companies and will 
fill the newly created position of man- 
ager of production. 

Herbert E. Maxson, 
the American Eagle, becomes also vice 
president of the other two companies 
and will assume jurisdiction over the 
New York City business for all com- 
panies and also will supervise the 
agency brokerage department. 

Lamar Hill, secretary and counsel, has 
been made vice president and counsel 
in recognition of his splendid work in 
the legal departments. 


vice president of 


Secretaries Are Chosen 


George A. Clarke, who has been in 
charge of the local department as sec- 
retary, has been made also a secretary 
of the other two companies. He will 
supervise the Middle Department under- 
writing. Associated with Mr. Clarke in 
the Middle Department will be John G. 
Darby. Mr. Darby, who has _ been 
agency superintendent of the Fidelity- 
Phenix, has been made assistant sec- 
retary of the three companies. 

The soutltern field, which has been 
handled by a single underwriter for each 
company, has been split into two, the 


southwestern and the southeastern. 
F. Grover, who has been made 
secretary of the American Eagle and 


addition to Contin- 
ental, will be in charge of the south- 
west. John W. Clarke, who has been 
the American Eagle underwriter and 
secretary, will also be secretary of all 
companies and supervise the southeast. 


Fidelity-Phenix in 


Other Changes Named 


New York and New England busi- 
ness has been placed under the guidance 
of William F. Dooley, Continental sec- 
retary, who is now also secretary of the 
other two companies. With Mr. Dooley 
in the work of this department will be 
Frank A. Christensen, who has been 
promoted from the position of agency 
superintendent of the American Eagle 
to that of assistant secretary of all com- 
panies. 

Vincent L. Gallagher, assistant secre- 
tary, has been made secretary of all 
companies and will act as assistant to 
the chairman and president, in addition 
to supervising some of the specialty 
departments. 

Herbert W. assistant secre- 
tary in the financial department, has 
been made secretary. In conjunction 
with Secretary Lamm, Mr. Grindal will 
supervise the financial department di- 
rectly under Chairman Sturm. 

Vernon Hall, general adjuster is now 
an officer, secretary of all companies in 
charge of losses. 

Charles E. Swan, auditor has been 
made treasurer of all companies. 

William H. Emes, assistant auditor, 
becomes auditor, succeeding Charles E. 
Swan who was made treasurer. 


Grindal, 


Changes Are Numerous 


A. L. Reed, manager of’ the agency 
brokerage department of the American 
Eagle, Continental and Fidelity-Phenix, 
has been made examiner for Western 
Pennsylvania for the three companies 
and has been succeeded by Herman H. 
Kraemer as manager of the agency 
brokerage department for all companies. 
Mr. Kraemer will be assisted by Fred 
D. Jones, who has been manager of the 


. 





BIG LOSS IS INCURRED 


BAD OIL FIRE ON THE COAST 


Values in the Big Loss in the Santa 
Fe Springs District Are 
Quite Large 


NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—While Cali- 
fornia oil business is not written in this 
city, underwriters are naturally inter- 
ested in the reported million dollar loss 
in the Santa Fe Springs district on Sun- 
day, this being at least the fourth serious 
oil fire suffered in the state since the 
beginning of the year. Oil properties 
along the Pacific Coast had been singu- 
larly free from disastrous fires up to the 
past two years. Their owners had come 
to look on them as virtually immune 
from many of the hazards surrounding 
like risks elsewhere in the country. 

The record of 1923 and thus far in 

1924 should counteract this feeling how- 
ever, for in addition to the customary 
loss causes it has developed that the 
lightning hazard i is one that must be taken 
into account in California as well as in 
Oklahoma and Texas. As oil lines usu- 
ally carry full insurance, it is taken for 
granted that those destroyed Nov. 20 
were properly taken care of, though it 
is unknown here who had the business. 
The average steel storage tank with a 
carrying capacity of 55,000 gallons of 
crude oil, is worth, aside from its con- 
tents, anywhere from $15,000 to $20,- 
000. Recently several tanks of im- 
proved design have been erected at a 
cost of $30,000 and with a capacity of 
80,000 gallons, so that the insurable 
values run into very big figures. By 
and large 1924 promises to be a satis- 
factory year for the oil writing compa- 
nies from a loss standpoint, though 
underwriters appreciate that the loss 
Wave moves in cycles and that the fa- 
vorable experience of a year, or even 
of several years, may be easily over- 
turned by the record of a succeeding 
six months, 


brokerage work for ‘the Fat armers, - Contin 
ental and Phenix Underwriters. Mr. 
Jones has been made assistant manage 
for all America Fore companies. 

Mr. Kraemer has supervised New 
York state as examiner; also acted as 
special agent in eastern New York in- 
cluding the suburban field, eastern 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island for 
the Continental, and as agency superin- 


tendent for the American Eagle and 
Farmers. 
Biographs Are Given 
The careers of the men prominently 
involved in the changes just made are 
briefly sketched as follows 
Paul L. Haid was born Sept. 25, 1887, 


in Newcastle, Pa. He secured his educa- 
tion in the public schools, then in Bel- 
mont College, Belmont, N. C. His career 
in insurance started in July, 1904, in the 
insurance office of Justus Mulert in 
Pittsburgh. Later as clerk, counterman 
and special agent for Edwards, George 
& Co. of Pittsburgh, he acquired a thor- 
ough knowledge of local and general 
agency work which earned for him an 
appointment in 1910 as special agent for 
the Girard F. & M., and in 1912 for the 
Philadelphia Underwriters in western 
Pennsylvania. It was not until 1914 that 
he became associated with the America 
Fore companies, accepting the position 
of special agent for western Pennsyl- 
vania for the Fidelity-Phenix that year. 
On March 13, 1918, he was made execu- 
tive special agent and brought to New 
York, from which position he was pro- 


moted to be assistant secretary for all 


companies on Jan. 1, 1919. 


Made Personal Assistant 
During a temporary vacancy in the 
management of the Pacific Coast depart- 
ment Mr. Haid was sent there to super- 


vise it and in the short space of five 
months secured a valuable first hand 
knowledge of conditions there and a 


wide acquaintance. In August 1920 Mr. 


Evans (then president) appointed Mr. 
Haid his personal assistant, and in Jan- 
uary 1921 he became secretary and / 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 14) 


DEFINES COOPERATION 





URGES GREATER 


Gallagher, in New York Address, Shows 
Abuse of “Cooperation” in Cer- 
tain Relationships 





NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—A suggestion 
for the cooperation of policyholders, 
agents and companies in rating work 
was made by Vincent L. Gallagher, as- 
sistant secretary of the America Fore 


group, speaking before the Examining 
Underwriters Association of New York, 
Tuesday of this week. Mr. Gallagher 


said that insurance demands two parties, 
a buyer as well as a seller. For this 
reason the policyholders and agents 
should be given a voice in the threshing 
out of rating problems. Mr. Gallagher’s 
subject was cooperation and he said 
this can be overdone as well as neg- 
lected. Mr. Gallagher said, in part: 
Insurance Is Cooperation 


Insurance is a business of cooperation. 
Insurance is cooperation. It is a joining 
together of many to assume the divided 
risks of many others. Throughout the 
structure of insurance, the structure 
which spreads the loss in a San Fran- 
cisco fire from the narrow canyons of 
William street, to the broad avenues of 
Hartford, from the busy thoroughfares 
of London to the spotless boulevards of 
Munich, the principle of cooperation op- 
erates. There is something poetic inthe 
concept of our network of insurance or- 
ganizations. It is too easy for us to be 
so absorbed in the problems and detail 
of our immediate duties that we miss 
the grand panorama that insurance pre- 
sents. How often have you examined 
with pleasure the intricate tracery of a 
beautiful entrance to some architectural 
gem. Possibly, you pass it each day go- 
ing to and from your work. Each time 
it strikes you as a work of art, a pleas- 
ure to your eye. And then you happen 
to see it as a whole, looking possibly 
from a window high up in a building a 
block or more away. And you see, to 
your surprise and pleasure, that’ your en- 
trance way, wonderful in itself, is but 
an element in a whole, a part fitted into 
the sweeping lines of a masterpiece of 
architecture, 


Is Sometimes Abused 


Like most of our good things in this 
world, cooperation is no unmixed bless- 
ing. Cooperation, says the federal stat- 
ute, when used in the restraint of trade, 
is a capital crime. Cooperation, on the 
other hand, when used to market the 
farmer’s produce is an instrument of 
good. Cooperation in our own business 
does not always produce only the results 
we desire to see it produce. An asso- 
ciation is formed, be it called a union, 
a bureau, a conference, an association, 
an exchange or a rating organization and 
the sage leaders, fortified with the knowl- 
edge that their decisions are to be en- 
forced by the joint activities of all mem- 
bers, adopt a set of rules and regula- 
tions that govern us in all our under- 
writing. Did you ever hear of an agent 
“sitting in” on such a conference? Did 
you ever know an assured, 
pays the bills, being given the chance 
to tell his side of the story? Coopera- 
tion, like charity, begins at home, and 
also like charity it should extend be- 
yond. Only recently we have listened 
to the protests of the department store 
men against their forced use of a man- 
datory use and occupancy form that 
failed signally to give them what they 
needed. And that, to my mind, is the 
most important problem facing insur- 
ance today, the problem of providing for 
the purchaser of insurance a contract 
that meets his needs while retaining the 
safeguards that the company requires. 


Assureds Often Silent 


In but few cases does the dissatisfied 
assured voice his protests to the insur- 
ance men. Rarely do we find a case 
such as the complaints registered by the 
department store men against the U. & 
O. form. There are too many of our 
bootleg insurance companies ready to 
handle his problems in a sympathetic 
and intelligent way and selfish coopera- 
tion be damned. We need more indi- 
vidual underwriting, backbone, willing- 
ness to say “no” and fewer attempts to 


| substitute rule book underwriting backed 


INITIATIVE | 


the man who , 


CONFER ON PAY RATE 





SOUTHERN QUESTION IS UP 


Non-Affiliated Companies Invited to Dis. 
cuss Commissions with South East- 
ern Underwriters Association 


NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—Executives of 
non-affiliated fire companies operating 
in the south were invited to confer with 
a special committee of the Southeastern 
Underwriters Association in this city 
today, regarding the 20 percent com: 
mission arrangement provisionally 
adopted by the governing organization 
at its semi-annual meeting at Washing- 
ton early last month. The leading non- 
membership companies are those em- 
braced in the American Fire, Globe & 
Rutgers, Crum & Forster, McAllister, 
Starkweather & Shepley and the C. Vy, 
Meserole Groups. 

Contingent Plan Ruled Out 

How these will receive the suggestion 
of a éat commission remains to be seen, 
When conversations between the two in- 
terests were initiated itw as with the 
understanding that a contingent in addi- 
tion to a flat figure would be allowed. 
While the S. E. U. A. committee con- 
curred in the proposed 15 percent flat 
plus 10 percent contingent the organiza- 
tion as a whole refused to sanction such 
an arrangement, and at its latest meet- 
ing approved the 20 percent flat idea in- 
stead. 


Agents Express Views 


Since news of the present movement 


became known throughout the field, 
agents have been writing in strongly 
supporting the latest proposition; par- 


ticularly those having a goodly percent- 
age of low commission risks, appreciat- 
ing that 20 percent would mean an 
increase of from one to two points in 
compensation for them. The local men 
of Florida, however, where the bulk of 
the premiums are upon dwellings, natur- 
ally oppose the new idea, which they 
assert would result in a loss of about 2 
percent over all to them. Mississippi 
agents are now campaigning for 20 per- 
cent flat, numerous communications to 
that end having been received by com- 
panies here. It is fully appreciated in 
managerial circles that if 20 percent be 
allowed for any considerable territory it 
will be only a matter of time when the 
same figure must be granted the coun- 
try over. 











up by association agreements and ap- 
peals to state authorities to legislate us 
into using common sense. 

Don’t let us prostitute a glorious prin- 
ciple like cooperation to selfish ends. 
Don’t let us pass by the fact that insur- 
ance demands two parties, a buver as 
well as a seller. Don’t let us fool our- 
selves into believing that we know it 
all, about insurance, that the man who 
pays the premium, the same who needs 
our money when his loss comes shouldn't 
have something to say about what he is 
to buy. 

Cooperation is our greatest safeguard. 
Cooperation is our business. Coonera- 
tion may mean our greatest failure. 
Keep it unselfish. Keep it intelligent. 
And when it is unselfish, when it is in- 
telligent, above all, let us keep it the 
predominant factor in our marvelous 
structure of insurance against’ loss. 


Paterson Against Fitzgerald Bill 


PATERSON, N. J., Dec. 2.—The Pater- 
son Board of Insurance Agents at its 
meeting today adopted a resolution 
strongly opposing the enactment of the 
Fitzgerald bill proposing a monopolistic 
workmen's compensation bill for the 
District of Columbia, and instructed its 
secretary to apprise the New Jersey 
senators and congressmen of that fact. 

It also agreed to make a particular 
drive to secure additional members for 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agent's in recognition of the election of 
a Paterson man as , ppcokhont of the state 
association and a Newark agent as chief 
executive of the parent body. 
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SMALL UNDERWRITING 
PROFIT IS ANTICIPATED 


Experience Thus Far Indicates 
That Year Will Close With 
Scant Gain 


DEPEND ON BANKING END 


Companies’ Only Hope Is in This De- 
partment—Prospects for 1925 
Are Brighter 


NEW YORK, Dec. 2.—According to 
common report in fire underwriting cir- 
cles scant profit will be made by the 
companies this year save as it will be 
secured through the banking element of 
the business. The fire record since Jan. 
1 has eliminated all hope for gains in 
the underwriting direction. The dearth 
of new offerings has served to prevent 
additions in premium incomes, few of 
the offices being able to more than hold 
their own, and counting 
lucky to do that. 


Experience Generally Poor 


In the New England field the loss 
record for 1924 will be a bad one, and 
this fact, coupled with a diminishing 
income, will militate heavily against a 
hitherto uniformly profitable section. 
The record in the central states, both 
as to losses and income, 
unless some untoward happening occurs 
between the present time and Dec. 31, 
the experience of the territory will be 
fairly satisfactory. Indeed it would be 
distinctly so were it not for the long 
list of bad losses charged to the metro- 
politan district, losses in good part that 
have occurred upon the very classes of 
business that heretofore have been con- 


themselves 


sidered desirable and which have been 
written most freely. In the opinion of 
observing agents and departmental 


managers the moral hazard has been an 
important factor in the local loss record 
for 1924. Little money will be made 


| get the worst of it, 


is better, and | 


| ness. 


in the south, and the same holds true | 


of the west and the Pacific Coast. 
long dry spell that obtained in 


The 
Cali- 


fornia is held responsible for the series | 


of fires reported from that section, and 
while none of these was of serious pro- 
portions, in the aggregate the sum was 
such as to cut profits to small dimen- 
sion and to dishearten general agents 
and divisional] managers figuring upon 
contingents, which latter, in years gone 
by, could always be counted upon with 
reasonable safety. As long ago as last 
August one of the leading Hartford 
company executives is credited with 
having stated that so far as his office 
was concerned all hope for an under- 
writing profit in 1924 had gone glim- 
mering. 


Banking Profit Only Hope 


The one bright spot upon the fire | 


underwriting firmament is that afforded 


Since July there has been a steady ad- 
vance in the price of standard securities, 
a movement that became very 
nounced about a month ago, or imme- 
diately the result of the November elec- 
tions was known. The _ tremendous 
majority vote accorded President Cool- 
idge and all candidates advocating his 
policies, heartened the business 
ests of the country such as nothing else 
could have and the immediate effect 
was a heavy buying of all first class 
securities, with rails a prime favorite. 
As the fire companies invest largely in 
Securities of this class as well as in 
government and municipal bonds, they 
Profited greatly through the anpprecia- 
tion, and are likely to still further ad- 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 34) 


{ : | many 
by the banking end of the business. 


COMMISSIONS REMAIN 
NO CHANGES IN HAIL CLASS 


Some Adjustments Will Be Made in 
Underwriting and Practices in 
Adjusting Losses 


The annual meeting of the Hail In- 
surance Association will be held in Chi- 
cago, Dec. 16. No change will be made 
in commissions next year. There will 
be comparatively few readjustments in 
rates. The Niagara Fire last year made 
a strong plea for the non-valued policy. 
It was given permission to use it last 
season. This year it made a still 
stronger protest against the valued pol- 
icy and hinted that it might resign un- 
less this form were withdrawn. It was 
agreed to make some change in the 
verbiage to provide that in no event shall 
the company be liable for exceeding the 
amount of insurance per acre nor the 
actual value of the crop destroyed. The 
Niagara, for example, claims that with a 
valued form, companies will frequently 
especially early in 
the season. A valued policy is held to 
be unwise, as it has been in the automo- 
bile class. The Niagara went in alone 
last season with this non-valued policy. 

The report of the advisory commit- 
tee which was adopted by that body at 
its meeting in November has already 
been adopted by the executive com- 
mittee of the Hail Association with a 
few minor changes. This report is be- 
ing sent to the companies in its revised 
form so that they will have plenty of 
time to scrutinize it closely before the 
annual meeting on Dec. 16. Only a few 
rate changes have been made. In every 
case they are reductions. The report 
recommends extensions in the expiration 
cates on certain grains and in the pay- 
ment stipulation. 

Will Adopt New Policy Form 


A new policy form will be adopted by 
the Hail Association, the draft having 
been prepared by a special committee 
of which Jacob Nelson of the America 
Fore companies is chairman. This pol- 
icy has been prepared to establish 
uniformity in the writing of hail busi- 
It will be adopted by the Western 
Hail Association and the Eastern and 
Southeastern Hail Associations have al- 
ready signified their willingness to use 
it. If the O. K. of the Pacific Coast As- 
sociation is placed on the new policy, 
there will be used next season one uni- 
form hail contract throughout the United 
States. 

There are now written 47 hail policies 
and endorsements used by hail writing 
companies in various parts of the coun- 
try. Under the new plan practically all 
of the endorsements now used will be 
embodied in the policy contract itself. 
li the new policy is adopted, the com- 
panies will not be liable for corn losses 
unless it can be established by the as- 
sured that the corn at the time of the 
loss had formed the second joint above 
the ground. The small corn losses have 
in the past been a heavy drain on the 
hail writing companies. 

It is proposed now for companies to 
keep a list of all claimants. There are 
“ringers,” that is, those making 
hail claims after a rain or a wind storm 


j;and try thus to get back the premium 


pro- | 


| money is paid out unnecessarily. 
inter- | 


paid. 

There has been much complaint about 
hasty settlements early in the season. 
Companies do this for advertising pur- 
poses. It is regarded as a business get- 
ter. It means, however, that much 
It is 
found in some cases that after a loss is 
paid, in a few days the field assumes a 
normal appearance and no one would 
know that a storm had hit it. It is pro- 


| posed to wait for 10 days before settling 


the loss so the effect of the storm can 
be studied. 
Next season the same method of ad- 


| justment will be pursued, that is, each 


company will have its own adjusters. 
Most companies would prefer to have a 


{| ui 





| BOND MAY INTERVENE 
COMMISSIONER TAKES A HAND 


West Virginia Commissioner Situation 
May be Reviewed by State 
Official 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA., Dec. 2.— 
Commissioner John C. Bond has taken 
a hand in the West Virginia commis- 
sion controversy, having requested com- 
panies operating in this state to restrain 
trom cancelling any business as a result 
of the controversy over commissions. 
The commission question is far from 
settled in West Virginia. Agents are 
reporting the business at commissions 
according to the old contract agreement, 
not having recognized or accepted the 
modification. The companies have or- 
dered the new scale into effect and have 
notified the agents that the October busi- 
ness will be cancelled, if the agents are 
unwilling to accept the 20 percent scale. 

Bond to Intervene 


It was this notice of cancellation that, 
when brought to the attention of the 
commissioner resulted in his sending the 
following notice to Ross McCain, chair- 
man of the West Virginia Supervisory 
Committee: 

“Have been advised certain companies 
have ordered October business in West 
Virginia cancelled because of commis- 
sion question. Please advise members 
of the West Virginia Uniformity Associ- 
ation that, while this department has 
taken no part in the commission -contro- 
versy, public interest demands that we 
prevent, if possible, general cancellation 
of policies solely because of commission 
question based on contract of doubtful 
le gality, and that we request such orders 
for cancellation be held in abeyance un- 
til the matter can be thoroughly re- 
viewed by this department.” 

While the committee from the West 
Virginia Association of Insurance 
agents that visited New York City to 
n.eet with the West Virginia Supervis- 
ory Committee did not secure any con- 
cessions in the commission arrange- 
ment, the members do not regard the 
issue as settled. In fact they were given 
to understand by some company offi- 
cials that all are not satisfied with the 
arrangement that has been made by 
the company committee. Agents are re- 
porting their business on the commis- 
sion scale according to the old contracts. 
Thev do not regard as legal the modi- 
fication that has been made. They also 
question the legalitv of the notices sent 
out by the companies. 


REPORT SOME DIFFICULTIES 


In connection with the other phase of 
the West Virginia situation some West 
Virginia agents are finding themselves 
short of facilities to handle large lines, 
especially those of a class not popular 
with the companies, since so many of 
the companies have gone on a _ sole 
agency basis in the state, at the request 
of the agents. Requests are being re- 
ceived by a number of home offices to 
authorize agents to write as large lines 
as possible and also to get reinsurance, 
as some of the agents who have lost 
companies either because of the opera- 
tion of the sole agency rule, or from 
other causes, are experiencing difficulty. 

Many company officials regret the dif- 
ficulties which have occurred in West 
Virginia as the result of the adoption of 
the new commission scale, and most are 
of the opinion that there has been con- 
siderable unnecessarily irritating corre- 


spondence, both by agents and com- 
panies, whereas the change in scale 
could have been made with less fric- 


tion, if there had been more cooperation 
between agents and companies. 








bureau to do the adjusting but even a 
few outsiders with their own adjusters 
would kill the proposition. 





SUGGESTION Is MADE 
FOR DEDUCTIBLE CLAUSE 


Underwriters 
Are Proposing Plan for Prop- 


Some Automobile 


erty Damage Cover 


MAY BE USED IN FLEETS 
Would Hardly Be Called a Salable 
Brand of Insurance for Owners 

of Private Cars 





NEW YORK, Dec. 
just 
automobile 


2.—A suggestion 
made by a number of 
underwriters that it might 
write property 
insurance with a deductible 
The movement for this change 


has been 


be advisable to some 
damage 
clause. 
has not gained much headway as yet and 
it can be predicted with certainty that 
there is no likelihood of such a change 
being adopted in the near future. It is 
nevertheless interesting to note the re- 
action that this suggestion has met. 
Many Small Claims 


The advocates of the deductible clause 
point out that property damage insur- 
ance has reached the point where colli- 
sion insurance was a few years ago 
There are many small claims and the 
premium rates are mounting up in cer- 
tain localities. This increased premium 
is largely due to the small claims for 
which really no one carries insurance. 
It requires a large portion of the auto- 
mobile property damage premiums to 
pay these small claims. If a policy lim- 
ited to $50 indemnity were issued at a 
premium 1 equal to that required to meet 
the small claims, no one would buy it. 
The same arguments apply that apply 
to collision insurance and health insur- 
ance from the first day. 


Might Work on Fleets 


The premiums on property damage in- 
surance alone are small as compared 
with the rest of automobile premiums 
on individual cars and the deductible 
clause might not be attractive in these 
cases. However, on a large fleet risk, 
if considerable reduction could be made 
it would be appreciated by the assured. 
The expending of this premium does the 
companies little good and everybody 
would be better off, say the advocates 
of the plan. 

They also point out that there are un- 
doubtedlv certain classes of fleet risks 
that could be made insurable which are 
now very unprofitable. For instance, a 
coal concern with a number of trucks 
delivering coal has a lot of small claims 
for property damage. Driveway sur- 
faces are broken and windows smashed 
and the like. The use of a deductible 
clause in these cases would make risks 
insurable that are now cancelled off the 
books or carried at a loss. 


Objections Are Made 


However there are a good many ob- 
jections offered by more conservative 
underwriters. In the first place they say 
that the assured would not like it. He 
wants all of the claims paid. They point 
out that there is a decided distinction 
between liability insurance, such as the 
nroperty damage policy is, and collision 
insurance where the property of the as- 
sured is protected. There is an element 
of company liability that has to be con- 
sidered. A liability claim can always 
grow. It might look like a $25 loss at 
the time of the accident and if the as- 
sured settles the claim and obtains a re- 
lease it may look as if everything is 
O. K 

May Reopen the Case 


Later on the claimant may think he 
needs a larger indemnitv and reopen the 





matter and show that the release is not 
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made out properly. The matter is then 
turned over to the insurance company 60 
days late and it has no opportunity to 
build up the proper kind of defense, col- 
lect evidence and make a case. It might 
be practical on some risks but it would 
not be practical generally, they say, and 
if the companies try to make rules lim- 
iting the proportion to certain risks they 
would be accused of discrimination and 
would have to make the _ proposition 
general. 


Company Builds up Defense 


The company on a liability policy al- 
ways reserves the right to build up its 
own defense and handle the case by it- 
self. Any deductible plan would have to 
leave this right with the company and 
enable the company to call upon the as- 
sured for the payment of the amount 
of the deductible after the loss is settled. 
The company would have to adjust the 
loss anyway no matter what size it 
might be. 

The demand for this form has not 
come from the field but from a few un- 
derwriters who have observed fleet risks 
where something of the kind would seem 
advisable. It has never been formally 
discussed before any of the insurance 
bodies although it was informally dis- 
cussed at one committee meeting. Some 
prominent automobile underwriters say 
they have never heard of the proposition. 








Insurance Stock 
Quotations 


_NEW YORK, N. Y., Dec. 3.—Prac- 
tically all of active insurance stocks 
have risen noticeably during the past 
week. This is particularly true of the 
Hartford companies. The firm tone of 
the general stock market has been re- 
flected in insurance stocks. Last week 
the prices of some insurance stocks that 
have not changed for several months 
advanced a few points in response to 
the general upward trend of the mar- 
ket. The latest quotations on the most 
oer traded stocks as furnished by 


K. Rice, Jr. & Co. are: 


New York Companies 











‘ Par Div. Bid Aske 
Amer. Alliance...$100 16 $270 $280 P 
Bankers & Ship.. 100 2% 180 °.. 
Carolina ree 30c¢ 38 “41 
suey Wie Mersded 100 12 240 
ontinental ..... 25 2 100 103 
Fidelity-Phenix . 25 24 137 149 


Glens Falls 
Great American... 100 








Globe & Rutgers. 100 24 1050 ‘ 
MEOMOVOP 2.6. cscs 50 10 150 175 
Home ete 0e te 6a 100 18 363 6 
Natl. Liberty.... 50 20 205 
Nia BES eo cbcicoes 16 180 
Northern .......: 100 10 «6220 = 330 
North River » 86 12 90 100 
Pacific ayer. 26 24 130 
United States.... 20 20 100 104 
Westchester ..... 10 25 41 44 
Casualty and Surety 
American Surety. 50 2 
Fidelity & Cas... 25 168 105 ve 
National Surety.. 100 9 190 195 
N. Y. Plate Glass. 25 10 70 80 
U. S. Casualty.... 100 10 275 
Hartford Companies 
Aetna (Fire) .... 100 2 585 595 
Automobile ...... 100 10 B40 BBO 
Aetna Life ...... 100 12 805 815 
Aetna Cas. & Sur. 100 12 635 645 
First Reinsnrance 100 10 250 260 
Hartford Fire ... 100 20 620 630 
Hartford Stm. B. 100 12 475 485 
National Fire.... 100 20 635 
Phoenix Fire..... 100 20 520 530 
Travelers ...... 100 21% 970 980 


Philadelphia Companies 
Alliance .... 10 15 





I teense 38 
Fire Association. 50 *40 225 
a, eee 25 28 148 
Ins. Co. No, Am. 10 25 70 
Ins. Co, State Pa. 100 6 oes 
People’s National. 25 5 33 
New Jersey Companies 
American ....... 5 20 20 22 
Camden Fire .... 5 14 12 14 
Firemen's Wks ole 50 24 205 215 
New Jersey...... 25 90 36 42 
Baltimore Companies 
Fidelity & Dep.. 50 10 85 7 
Maryland Cas.... 25 18 R4 R6 
New Amster. Cas. 10 23 40 41 
=: me ow. O'S... ss 50 18 157 159 
*Rights to subscribe to new stock, 


quoted 37 bid, 42 asked. 


. 





NEW AUTO COMPANY 
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LAUNCHED AT CHATTANOOGA | 


Tennessee Is Name of Stock Company, 
with $50,000 Capital, Headed by 
Dr. Johnson 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN., Dec. 2. 
—A new company has been organized 
in Chattanooga to write automobile fire 
and theft insurance, launched under the 
name of the Tennessee Insurance Com- 
pany. It is a stock company with a 
capital of $50,000 and like surplus and 
is placed in operation with an organiza- 
tion cost.of less than $100. Business for 
the present will be limited to Chatta- 
nooga, but after the company has been 
in operation for a year or more, it will 
expand and possibly the capital stock 
will be increased. 


Dr. Johnson Is President 


Joseph W. Johnson is president of the 
Tennessee. He is prominent in Ten- 
nessee banking and insurance circles. 
Dr. Johnson is now president of the In- 
terstate Life & Accident of Chattanooga. 
He was one of the organizers of the 
Volunteer State Life and was on its 
executive committee from its inception 
until he enlisted in the army. He is a 
director in the Chattanooga Savings 
bank and a number of other financial 
institutions in this city. About two and 
one-half years ago he acquired control 
of the Interstate and is at present its 
active president and manager. The vice- 
president of the new company is Mark 
Wilson, who is a contractor in Chatta- 
nooga and interested in a number of 
financial institutions. S. A. Strauss, 
cashier of the Hamilton National bank 
and secretary-treasurer of the Chatta- 
nooga Finance Corporation, is secre- 
tary-treasurer of the Tennessee. Ray 
Seagle is assistant secretary and will be 
in active charge of the company’s affairs. 
General counsel for the company will be 
Finlay & Campbell, prominent Chatta- 
nooga insurance attorneys. 


Reciprocal’s Name Changed 


The name of the Producers « Refiner:s 
Underwriters, an inter-insurance con 
sern at Kansas City, has been changed 
to the Equitable Fire Underwriters. 


HAVE MANY MEETINGS 


NEW YORK HOLDS THE STAGE 





Every Phase of Insurance Represented 
in Some Session Next Week, 
When Commissioners Meet 





NEW YORK, N. Y., Dec. 2.—Next 
week will very nearly be an “Insurance 
Week” in New York, when practically 
all branches of insurance will be repre- 
sented in some official meeting. Na- 
tionally prominent men from the ranks 
of companies, agency forces and state 
officials will be present. The National 
Convention of Insurance Commissioners 
will hold its mid-winter meeting Mon- 
day, Tuesday and Wednesday. This is 
always an important session for insur- 
ance men and particularly so at this 
time, when there are important prob- 
lems in all branches of insurance to 
come before the officials. The Associa- 
tion of Life Insurance Presidents will 
hold its annual meeting Thursday and 
Friday, and its program includes na- 
tionally famous men in all branches of 
business. Just preceding this, the As- 
sociation of Life Counsel will meet for 
two days. The Insurance Federation of 
America will hold its annual meeting 
during the week. The executive com- 
mittee of the National Association of 
Casualty and Surety Agents is also ex- 
pected to meet. The annual meeting of 
the Casualty Information Clearing 
House will be held. The laws commit- 
tee of the National Board will meet on 
Wednesday. Even the mutuals will be 
represented, the governing board of the 
American Mutual Alliance holding a 
session, in addition to annual meetings 
of several of the mutual company or- 
ganizations. There will also be a num- 
ber of informal meetings. 





Ask Damages From Phone Company 


Alleging a seventeen minutes delay in 
getting the telephone operator to an- 
swer calls for a fire on April 6, two resi- 
dents of Orange, N. J., ask $41,000 dam- 
ages from the New York Telephone Com- 
pany. One plaintiff claims $25,000 for 
the burning of his garage, and the 
other $16,000 as a tenant of the de- 
stroyed property. Suit is brought under 
two counts, for failure of the telephone 
company to supply service under its 
contract with subscribers, and failure 
of its common law duty. 











CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 








Announcement made of changes in offi- 
cial roster of America Fore companies, 
Paul L. Haid becoming president of all 
companies in group. 

* * * 

Kansas separation suit is on trial at 
Topeka, attended by practically all west- 
ern managers of fire companies. 

* * * 


The Western Union will meet Dec. 16 
and the Western Insurance Bureau Dec. 


18 to take up the proposed St. Louis 
agreement. 
a 
Hail Insurance Association will make 


no changes in commissions next season. 
* * 

Fire companies see scant underwriting 
profit for this year, depending upon bank- 
ing income for whatever gain is shown. 

= Ss 


Commissioner Beha of New York is 
studying acquisition cost plan, tn antici- 
pation of this subject coming before the 
National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners next week. 

* * * 


Insurance committee of Street and 


| Highway Safety Conference presents rec- 


Complete committee personnel has been | 


announced by the National Association of 
Insurance Agents. 
* a 

Rigid rule on extension of credit 
planned in Missouri following conference 
between Superintendent Hyde and agents’ 
representatives. 

eo @--s 

Grand Rapids, Mich., starts year’s fire 

prevention campaign on unique basis. 
*x* * * 

Officialt organ of Nonpartisan League in 
North Dakota urges that state write both 
fire and life insurance. 

* * * 


Figures show state compensation fund 
in New York is losing ground, despite all 
the factors in its favor. 


ommendations, pointing to companies’ 
work. 
* * * 

The Mid-Western Mutual Casualty is 
being organized in Chicago as a subsid- 
iary to the American Merchants’ Associ- 
ation to write burglary and holdup insur- 
ance on members of the association. 

*x* * * 

New problem for plate glass underwrit- 
ters created by introduction of Fourcault 
method, which makes product or texture 
of window glass but of plate glass thick- 
ness. 

* * * 

Executives of non-affiliated companies 
invited to confer with S. E. U. A, com- 
mittee on commissions in south. 

* * * 


Non-board offices at Louisville, 

plan organization of their own. 
*x* * * 

Sidney R. Kennedy, vice-president of 
the Fidelity-Phenix is to become presi- 
dent of the Buffalo. 

ee “'s 

Equitable Surety of New York City is 

;ynow writing business. 
*x* * * 

Commissioner Read of Oklahoma men- 
tions some needed reforms in work- 
men’s compensation in connection with 


Ky., 


| increased rates. 





BEGIN YEAR’S CAMPAIGN 


GRAND RAPIDS TO CUT LOSS 





Various Trade and Civic Organizationg 
to Take Turns in Pushing Fire 
Prevention 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICH., Dec. 1.— 
Grand Rapids is off on a year of in- 
tensive fire prevention effort, when every 
safety resource of the city and its or- 
ganizations will be utilized to reduce a 
fire loss which last year exceeded 
$1,000,000. The campaign started today, 
preceded by a proclamation by Mayor 
Elvin Swarthout and a rally dinner at 
which plans for the year were outlined 
to representatives of leading manufac- 
turing, social and commercial organiza- 
tions. 

Anticipating results from the year- 
long drive, the Grand Rapids Associa- 
tion of Commerce has applied to the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States to include Grand Rapids among 
the cities competing for prizes in the 
fire waste contest. 

Different Leader Each Month 


At a dinner meeting last week, at- 
tended by industrial, civic, and commer- 
cial groups, the Grand Rapids Safety 
Council, and Fred P. Higgins, assistant 
fire marshal, O. P. Davies, chosen as 
general chairman of the campaign, gave 
the principal address and told the pur- 
poses of the drive which will attempt to 
enlist every citizen in a program of care- 
fulness. Each month of the year, Mr. 
Davies said, will be assigned to some or- 
ganization which will lead the campaign 
during that period. He said that plans 
have already been made to keep the city 
thoroughly propagandized in favor of 
fire prevention during the entire year, 
literature being prepared for distribution 
on leaflets, pay envelopes, department 
store and laundry wrappers, posters, 
street car cards and messages on pub- 
lic utility “dinners.” 


City Departments Lead Off 


The year of effort is being opened with 
the city safety department as leader, po- 
lice and firemen all this week attempting 
to call to the attention of citizens the 
significance of the drive and pointing 
out ways in which everyone can aid. 
Next Saturday an enormous safety pa- 
rade is planned. Fire engine houses are 
preparing 15 floats for this event, po- 
lice and firemen will march in uniform 
and all available fire apparatus will be 
in line. 

The remainder of December has been 
assigned to the Grand Rapids Printers’ 
Association and the Insurance Under- 
writers’ Association. January assign- 
ments are: Jan. 1-15, Coal Exchange; 
Jan. 15-31, Metal Trades Association. In 
February, real estate dealers will take 
the first week, the Clearing House As- 
sociation the last two and another or- 
ganization will be chosen for the rest 
of the month. 

Other organizations which have asked 
assignments are taxicab companies, 
American Institute of Architects, Rey- 
nolds Roofing Company, Furniture Man- 
ufacturers’ Association, Grand Rapids 
Railway Company, Grand Rapids Gas 
Light Companv, Consumers’ Power 
Company and Michigan Bell Telephone 
Company. 

The mavor’s proclamation urged the 
support of every citizen in helping dur- 
ing the year to put Grand Rapids’ fire 
loss down to a minimum figure. 


Pushing “Ad” Club Campaign 


J. W. Lonenecker, advertising man- 
ager of the Hartford Fire. has accepted 
an appointment as chairman of the new 
clubs committee for the New England 
Advertising Clubs and is planning to 
establish 15 new advertising clubs 
throughout New England. 
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The Waiting List 


He had a fear of Fire. He was a merchant who did business 
in a large way and the stocks he carried were most valuable. He 
was well insured against fire, and long lines oi a sprinkler system 
covered his stock rooms and counters. He adopted all modern 
methods to prevent fire from destroying his valued holdings. 


But he had never realized how inadequate was the protection 
on his business until a Home agent explained to him the need for 
such kinds of insurance as Sprinkler Leakage, Use and Occupancy 
and other forms of business insurance. 


He was sold on the idea and the agent sold the insurance. 


This agent’s case carries the thought that right in your town, 
even in your own fire insurance files, there are lines waiting to 
be written on various forms of business insurance. Why not get 
them? 


A policy in The Home Insurance Company of New York pro- 
vides the protection of the Largest and Strongest Fire Insurance 
Company in America. 
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FRAMING CREDIT RULE 


PLAN MISSOURI 


Tentative Draft Prepared at Conference 
Between Superintendent Hyde 
and Agents 


JEFFERSON CITY, MO., Dec. 3.— 
Superintendent Ben C. Hyde of Missouri 
contemplates issuing a rigid rule for the 
limitation of credit on insurance policies 
sold in the state, and if his legal counsel 
advises him that has sufficient authority 
he will draft rules and regulations for 
same, providing drastic punishment for 
violators. 

He reached this decision following the 
conference held at Kansas City with rep- 
resentatives of the Missouri Association 
of Insurance Agents and the Fire Under- 
writers Associations of St. Louis and 


LIMITATION 


The total fire premiums written in 
| Chicago for the year ending June 30, 
1924, as reported to the city collector’s 
office for tax purposes, were $21,197,802, 
an increase of approximately $2,000,000 
| over the preceding year, which also 
showed a similar increase over 1922. 
| These figures are exclusive of the IIli- 
nois companies, as the city fire tax does 
not apply to domestic companies. The 
Aetna is again the leader in 
premiums, 
more than $100,000 over the 1923 total. 
| The Hartford is second with $641,470, 
closely followed by the 
$632,812; 
$631,281. The Royal was fifth, with a 
total of $591,899. 

The individual company totals for the 
three fiscal years 1922, 1923 and 1924, 


| gether with the annual totals are as fol- 
lows: 





total | 
with $866,744, an increase of 


Home with ' 
and the North America with | 


covering the year ending June 30, to- | 


jIns., N. A.. 
| Ins., S. Pa.. 
|}Ins. Und... 
| Interstate 
|Iowa Und.. 
|Keyston. M. 
| Keystone U. 
Knickbkr. 
Lafayette 
| LL&L. &G 


| Lum. Bicg “SA 
| Mansfid. M. 
| Manton M.. 


Mechanics. . 
| Mch, & Tr.. 
Mercantile . 


Kansas City, Mo. The conference was 2936 se —_ | Merch. Col 
attended by Fred W. Phillips, president | aneine .... 12,583 6,707 7,208 | Mreh., N 
of vad ogee gama George Op- | Aetna ‘ 18: was 745,652 674,764 a ~~ 
senheimer of Kansas C; gricul. 05,795 110,930 118,608 | - 
i. pene 2 ee ansas City representing | ‘Afhany... 51,924 49,667 47,915 | Mich. Und.. 
the agents of that city, and Chris J. Ke- | ajieg.” und : 1060 | Mch. & M.M. 
( é n ; = eae y . Meee a . 
hoe of St. Louis. J. W. Rodger, sec- | Allemania 24,811 43,810 34,105 | Merimk, | M. 
retary-treasurer of both the state and | Alli, Pa... 238,048 265,199 190,941 | Mich, MM 
St. Louis associations, also attended. — a BS O84 63.633 60.60, | Mil. M., Tx. 
The conference drafted the foll lam. Cent. 35,29 58,3 17 | Mill. Ow. M 
.- ay "= drafted ap ollowing Am. ent. 135,291 15 307 139,117 | Sriiw. Mech 
yasic rule for the governing of credit in | Am. Drug. 46,2 44,844 40,448 | viois) FS 
andl . . ‘Am. Eagle. 170,148 187,114 126,312 | Mpls. F.&M 
a . ; ae SE © sthaes!))’ seamen Min. Im. M 
Fire, marine, casualty and miscel- | Am. Mut... 2,09 1,794 1,995 | Minn. Und 
laneous companies—Premiums for insur- | Am., N. J-: 355,888 341,872 329,381 | Minn. Ping, 
ance on all risks generally classified as | 4™- a ea tt neato 8,150 | Nath, Ct. 
fire, marine, casualty or miscellaneous | Arkwt. Mu. 21,002 12,475 8,679 | Nat. Ben-F 
mut be collected as of the effective date | rr am: 52,448 25,163 21,167 Nat Tb ey 
of policy . Atlan. Ut. ...6.. 284 wees Hose ae 
Bi aoe y Snell waging, ing socio BPE 218,466 118,844 87,524 | Nat. Mut 
thereof either in cash or by note bear- | Auto. Conn. 267,863 187,388 93,788 |\Nat., Fr 
ing not less than 6 per cent interest. Belt. Amer. 45,887 16,097 15,508 tw oo 
‘ailure to mak : ° alt ~ Seer 2,533 746. \.=>" . 
gene lake such collection either | Bye Ship. 60,853 65.415 53,111 |\Netherlds. 
im cash or by note as set out above, on | B-Fr. Un. 77,497 38,144 27,284 | Newark . 
or before the 15th day of the second suc- | Brksh. Mut. ...... 2,292 2,070 |New Bruns. 
ceeding month in which such policy or oe... peg ty ett gt a , es 
. incl “ho ackst. M. 23,2 2,412 9,023 
contract or any renewal thereof is ef- | Boston’ .... 160,404 87,888 96.277 | N. ¥. Und 
ee shall be prima facie evidence of | Bos. Mf. M.  ..-...  «. ae Sant i. See 
rebating. Brit. Amer. 84,127 98,885 43,952 | Niagara 
. : j ; 70 | Niag.-Dt. U. 
If his legal advisers tell him that he | Brit: os ett tess Scape North Brit. 
has ee authority to issue and back | Buckeye N. ...... «s- ee 7,619 | N tis Riv, 
up such an order Superinten |Buffalo .... 102,635 85,816 69,140 | Nor “ 
will immediately pr P a dent Hyde | Gitedon. 2. 174,368 96.938 92°204 | North, Eng. 
prepare the necessary Caled. Am.. 17,620 16,196 14,812 | North., N.Y. 
rules and regulations for the enforce- | California . 35,779 43,824 39,072 Ry W, F.&M 
ment of this general provision and | Camden .- 84,02 78,407 56,081 z - ny 
_ 29 9 | N. . wa 
agents or companies that in the future | G0™,Mf M. 94 964 att 23,446 | 'Norw. _Un.. 
‘ ° . ° -~ b Century ... 34,264 15,594 12,415 1 
are too liberal in their credit extensions | Citiz., Mo.. 30,725 35,439 30,241 | Ohio Farm. 
will feel the full force and effect of the | CY: of N. ¥ gh ett tet On Sait, Mi. 
hoe . . . 7, FO. «6 5,600 13,864 10,635 | 9. 4 » ™M. 
Missouri laws governing rebate. on = 2.. 95528 36.516 27'705 | Ohio Mut. . 
oneeeeenemioeee On. Mat... | '% 776 Leeks 28,243 poe ge M. 
os Commerce 24,667 31,551 6,419 | Vid Colony. 
Propose Stock Dividend Com. U., En. 383.851 462'259 490.982 bie 
Stockholders of the Boston, at a spe- BS tal Teed toa 865 161.368 | Palatine 
cial meeting to be held Dec. 9, will vote | Concordia 75,138 117,642 94,944 | Bawer M. -_ 
ona proposed increase in capital from a. occse 118,618 136,141 112,280 a. zm. MM. 
‘ oo ae Contntl. . 441,932 534,457 452,979 | Pa. Mfr. M. 
$1,000,000 to $2,000,000 by capitalizing | Got. & W'M. 558 6440 11356 Pawtck. M. 
$1,000,000 of the company’s net surplus. | County .... 172 8,654 6,767 | Paternelle 
Par value of the stock is $100. It is Det. Und. 3 +H 51,212 50,786 ee 
: a peng >| Det. F 1355 72,580 1,406 | Penn. ..... 
ereponee to distribute additional stock | pub. F&M. 45,715 61,817 57.401 | Pa. Mill. M. 
= stoc ge in proportion of one | Eagle, N. Y¥ Mes,” \ctsaue: | swan frags Nt. 
share to each share now held. The divi- | Eas. St.&B 97,224 78,396 74,380 a 
dend rate at present is $7 quarterly, and mete: bs aan "9.773 "4.568 | Proc” oun 
the dividend rate on the new stock will | Enter. Mut. 2,097 1,794 1,998 | Ph. F. & M 
be $4 quarterly. Equitable 27,695 29,591 28,445 | Phil. Mf. M 
Bur.-Gee. 14.537 12,159 8,473 Lae Und 
oxcelsior .. eee iswense 8 s4¢gar otomac . 
Separation Case to Come U | Fall Riv. M 737 2,083 | Prov.-Wash 
p ‘a Re 7: 2,085 > 
ns |Farm, Ia... 4,644 11,844 8,600 | Queen 
Zuel & Co. of Mankato, Minn.,|Farm., Pa.. 49,320 21,744 29,359 | Reliable 
secured an injunction against the | an in "" yn Tt) ty | eepentae 
del. Mut. “, = 788 
Home of New York and the Continental | Pid. ‘Phenix 353,645 395,221 333,893 | Rhode_ Isl. 
restraining them from leaving that | Fire Assn.. 376,038 183,274 149,971 &. I Mut. . 
agency on account of th rese | Firem. Fd.. 246,967 239,281 198,475 chmonce 
Theseare Salma: Meaan ateaene Of |. wirem. Mut. ...... 19.784 10,317 | Reh. D.,G.A 
The companies. |\Firem., N.J. 105,164 103,730 105,666 | Royal ..... 
1e case will come up in the United | Fitchbe. M. 4,358 3,683 3,359 | Royal Ex 
States District Court in St. Paul, Dec. 5.| Franklin .. 104,021 101,263 99.450 | Ru. Mfr. M 
. ola > s 7 J 
The Zuel office regards these two com- ate wr ere Hap St. P P&M. 
panies highly and does not want to lose | Gir. F. & M. 32°212 27,049 28.427 | Scot. Un. .. 
them. Glens Falls 259,939 197,671 179,655 | Secur., Ct. . 
a as Pa ee onkens oat cas beng . 
° Glib. & Rut 371,§ 15,32 278,550 | Sec. M., Mn. 
New Hudson Directors Gr. DI. Nat 5,598 1,532 2,571 tg Pe 
? r P |Gran. State 34,393 31,042 33,269 |Spfd. F.&) 
W. D. Wood of Wood & Low, invest- | Great Am.. 168.708 230,809 197,622 | Stand. Ct 
ons bankers of New York City, and | Hamilton yt, 19,307 21,351 bey yy FS 
ran  \s rice- sden Ham. Rds.. 41,643 i ae | Stnd., N 
a * Pe. ve ee 0, and |Hanover ... 141.416 130,532 132,738 | Stand. Mut. 
: of the Hudson, have been | Hartford 641470 624.670 525.352 | Star ...... 
added to the directorate of the com-|Henry Clay ...... s..+-: 61.635 | State Assr. 
pany. Hm. F. & M. 45,806 41,581 47,315 | State Mut.. 
; eines Home, N.Y 632,812 616,501 585,205 | Sterling 
n See Bes. wccces O76 878 | Stuyvesant. 
Western Factory Directors Hudson 65,229 63,264 55,462 |Sun ....... 
4 A a | Imperial 29,688 39,660 31,892 | Superior 
aioe re the pp eye Union Imp. & Ex. 34,485 31,312 19,716 Svea ieee’ 
and John M. Thomas of the Aetna have |‘Indenend. | . 9,560 5,943 4,983 | te Sy 
» : 7 | Ind. Lm. M. 7,260 6,779 6,183 | Twin City.. 
elected directors of the Western Factory | tpaustrial 11948 12.710 12'700 | Am. Lloyds 
Insurance Association. !Tndu. Mut.. 3,607 2,370 462 |Un., Canton 
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140,059 


Chicago Fire Insurance Premiums 


1923 
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COMMITTEES NAMED 


ORGANIZATION IS COMPLETED 





Personnel of National Association Units 
for Coming Year Announced by 
President Moffatt 





NEW YORK, Dec. 2.—Membership 
upon the various standing committees 
of the National Association of Insur- 
ance Agents, in addition to the executive 
and the conference committees deter- 
mined upon several weeks ago, has been 
announced as follows by President 
Thomas C. Moffatt: 

Finance—J. A. Giberson (chairman), 
Alton, Ill.; Col. E. E. Goodwyn, Emporia, 
Va.; Fred B. Ayer, Cleveland, O 

Legislative—Col. Walker Taylor 
(chairman), Wilmington, N. C.; J. §&. 
Williams, 3d, Yazoo City, Miss.; E. J. 
Bundenthal, Dayton, O.; Albert Bird, 
Wilmington, Del.; William H. Wills, Ben- 
nington, Vt.; J. D. Miltenberger, Muncie, 
Ind.; James B. Leedom, Milwaukee, Wis.; 
Robert M. Evans, Des Moines, Ia.; G. M. 
Seay, Dallas, Tex.; Albert R. Menard, 
Macon, Ga.; Charles W. Thornburg, 
Huntington, W. Va. 

Membership—Clyde B. Smith (chair- 
man), Lansing, Mich; E. F. Abernethy, 
South Bend, Ind.; John A. Dalzell, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; W. C. Carter, Baltimore, Md.; 
Raymond D. Warner, Fargo, N. D.; James 
Rogers, Salt Lake City, Utah.; Miss Julia 
Hindman, Nashville, Tenn.; James W. 
Cook, Providence, R. I.; August Stearns, 
New London, Conn.; Will S. Thompson, 
Hutchinson, Kan.; Roscoe C. Alexander, 
Omaha, Neb.; Fred M. Burton, Galveston, 
Texas; C. A. Ricks, Martinez, Cal. 

Grievance—R. P. De Van (chairman), 
Charleston-Kanawha, W. Va.; Edward H. 
Warner, Buffalo, N. Y.; Charles G, 
Blakely, Jr., Topeka, Kan.; Ivan E. Lang, 
Waterville, Me.; Thomas F. Southgate, 
Durham, N. C.; L. M. Pinckney, Charles- 


_, 8. C.; Fred C. Odell, Greensboro, 
N. : Cc. P. Walford, Jr., Richmond, Va.; 
E. 4 Dunning, Duluth, Minn.; Craig 


Belk, Houston, Tex.; Fred R. Smith, Ha- 
verhill, Mass. 

Fire Prevention and Conservation— 
William B. Calhoun (chairman), Milwau- 
kee, Wis.; Frank W. Lawson, Baltimore, 
Md.;: J. Stewart Pearce, Tulsa, Okla.; W. 
Clarke Bagg, Utica, N. Y.; L. Y. Mason, 
Memphis, Tenn.; R. A. Foose, Wheeling, 
W. Va.: Miss Edith Goodspeed, Joliet, 
Ill.; Warren S. Shaw, Brockton, Mass.; 
J. E. Gorder, Aberdeen, S. D.; Price R. 
Cross, Santa Fe, N. M.; H. J. Thielen, 
Sacramento, Cal. 

Casualty and Surety—W. E. Harring- 
ton (chairman), Atlanta, Ga.; P. B. Hos- 
mer, Chicago, Ill; H. H. Thornton, 
Pensacola, Fla.; J. A. Duckworth, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala.; J. Henry McManus, Hartford, 
Conn.; Stanley Lachman, Chattanooga. 
Tenn.; Byron Conklin, Newark, N. : 
Charles H. Biddle, Wilkes-Barre, Pa.; 
John C. Coart, Seattle, Wash. 

A special committee, the formation of 
which was suggested by James lL. Mad- 
den, manager of the insurance division 
of the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce, and determined upon at the recent 
Milwaukee convention of the National 
Association, is a confegence committee, 
the duties of which will be to confer 
with the insurance division of the 
Chamber of Commerce as to effective 
means of working with the latter organ- 
zation and through it with local cham- 
bers of commerce. The committee as 
newly constituted is as follows: Earl R. 
Fisk, Green Bay, Wis. (chairman); Er- 
nest B. Dunning, Duluth, and Fred H. 
Phillips, Springfield, Mo. 








-— nage - 
Union, Eng. 128,133 116,262 77,641 
Union, N.Y 2.698 7.451 6.721 
Union, Fr 20,541 32,406 32,872 
Unit. Amer. 43505 cesses 40,872 
Un. Firem 32,221 30,884 28,325 
Unit. Mut. 1,93 2,02 1,374 
XY. S. Fire.. 162,321 178,109 174,023 
vu. S. M.&S SE3ee 0 esecse 8 8=©— oneoges 
U. 8S. Und 0,831 70,019 51,524 
Urbaine . 50,207 46,591 52,396 
Victory . 36,999 43,936 61,375 
Va.F. & M 73,835 7,215 60,310 
Westches. 266,429 193,309 173,989 
Inves., Can 53,297 42,596 33,254 
.. > Serer .780 950 
Wheeling 11,641 10,729 6,788 
Wis. Und 76,829 48,760 30,791 
Wor. F.&M 1 ee? 
Se SPP Pre 82 1,011 
Yorkshire . 55,184 33,380 49,662 





Total 21,197,802 19,338,804 17,749,704 
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With this advertisement in the leading magazines, the Insurance 
Company of North America completes another year of national adver- 
tising in the interests of its agents. 


As a plea for Fire Prevention, this 1924 series has created wide- 
spread comment and interest. It has quickened public consciousness 
of the ever-present fire danger and has encouraged consultation with 
the responsible insurance agent on preventive measures and property 
protection. 


National advertising, as an important part of the North America 
policy of agency cooperation, will be continued and amplified in 1925. 


Insurance Company of 
North America 


PHILADELPHIA 
and the 














Indemnity Insurance Company of North America 
write practically every form of insurance except life 
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A CONFIDENTIAL TOTAL 
OF ACTUAL VALUES 


The Fidelity Appraisal Company’s appraisal, when the 
big insurance prospect thoroughly understands it, at once be- 
comes a big business-builder for all hustling agents. 


It is a confidential total of actual values—a correct basis 
from which the property owner can properly work toward re- 
sults with the knowledge that he is not groping in the dark. 


Our Service enables the business man to eliminate all guess- 
work—to follow a true course in the light of facts. 


Tell your prospect that the policy-contract states plainly 
that he must at all times carry a minimum amount of insurance 
in proportion to the actual value of the property, or stand for 
a percentage of the loss himself. 


Few business men have given the “co-insurance clause” 
sufficient study to really understand its significance. 


Through our appraisal system you take your customer out 
of the category of co-insurer. He will appreciate that. 


Let’s get into communication relative to this insurance- 
building plan; it will be easy. Two minutes of your time and 
and a two-cent stamp, and—you will have done your part. 


FIDELITY APPRAISAL CO. 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


Offices Offices 





Milwaukee Pittsburgh 
Chicago io © al Clevelan 
St. Louis Cincinnati 
Minneapolis Established 1905 Los Angeles 








Appleton & Cox, Inc. 


1 South William Street, New York 


Automobile Insurance 


United States Merchants & Shippers Insurance 
Co., New York 


Admitted Assets, $4,447,786.62 


Tokio Marine & Fire Insurance Co., Ltd., Tokio 
Admitted Assets, $6,064,621.08 


Indemnity Mutual Marine Assurance Co., Ltd., 
London 


Admitted Assets, $1,325,877.59 





Write for Our Agency Proposition 

















Rounds Out 50 Years in 


. 

Fire Insurance Business 

EW YORK, Dec. 3.—Of more than 
passing interest to the underwrit- 

ing fraternity is the fact that on Dec. 
6 Joseph H. Burger, general agent of 
the Norwich Union Fire and in charge 
of its western field, will have completed 
a half-century in the fire insurance busi- 
ness, and is still as mentally alert as 
he was back in the halcyon days. It 
was in 1874 that Mr. Burger, then a 
stripling, without influence of any kind 
Save as it is supplied by a rugged hon- 
esty, an alert mind and a determination 
to “get on in the world,” secured a 
modest opening with the old Phenix of 
Brooklyn, then one of the decidedly im- 
portant companies in the fire insurance 
arena. In the seven succeeding years 
he forged steadily ahead, promoted from 
desk to desk and mastering the duties of 
each to the satisfaction of his employers. 
A greater opportunity offering with the 





JOSEPH H. BURGER 


that organization in 1881, continuing for 
three years, when he transferred to the 
Lancashire of England, for which com- 
pany he traveled New England, ap- 
pointing local agents, adjusting losses, 
inspecting risks and performing the 
thousand and one duties devolving upon 
a field man in those days. 
Joined Norwich Union in 1887 


So thoroughly did he do his work and 
so Satisfactory were the results that he 
received a flattering offer from J. Mont- 
gomery Hare, then United States man- 
ager of the Norwich Union Fire, to 
join the forces of that corporation, which 
he did in 1887, and has since continued. 
In the 37 years since that time the 
premium income of the Norwich Union 


has multiplied nearly five fold, growing | 


from less than $1,000,000 to the nearly 
$5,000,000 which it now collects. In this 
development Mr. Burger has had a full 
share. Recognizing the constantly 
changing conditions in the realm of 
underwriting, he has kept pace with 
them and has seen to it that the agents 
of his company were equipped to sup- 
ply the needs of their assureds. After 
his service in the New England field 
Mr. Burger was called to the headquar- 
ters of the Norwich Union and in 1893 
given supervision over its eastern di- 
vision with the title of general agent. 
Three years later the southern territory 
was also placed under his charge. 
Recently Handled Western Field 


In 1919 he was appointed general 
agent of the western field and has since 
devoted his energies mainly to devel- 
oping its business. This association has 


brought him into contact with western 
managers, iust as did his earlier expe- 
rience in New England give him close 
acquaintance with the men in that ter- 
ritory, and in both jurisdictions his abil- 
ity as an underwriter and his qualities 


Annual Circulation 


of Michigan Bulletin 


HE circulation of the bulletins of the 

Michigan Association of Insurance 
Agents has reached 250,000 a year. No 
24, the latest issue, was sent to 1250 
agencies, inspection bureau staffs, execu- 
tives, imsurance papers and _ other 
sources of insurance gospel. _ 

In all 124 agencies are distributing 
10,435 bulletins twice a month, making 
a total of 250,440 annually. Each issue 
brings new orders. Among the subjects 
treated so far have been federal and 
state ownership of utilities and necessi- 
ties as affecting insurance, particularly 
as to transportation and coal; the ex- 
penditure of the insurance dollar; opin- 
ions of nationally known men as to in- 
surance, federal ownership and regula- 
tion of insurance; drastic control by 
state insurance departments; organized 
iabor’s attitude to insurance; false 
economy, high taxes and deception in 
municipal ownership; destruction of 
American initiative and prosperity. — 

Insurance itself has been treated in 
bulletins on conflagration losses; serv- 
ice rendered by insurance men and in- 
surance agencies; varied lines of insur- 
ance; the high standing, responsibility 
and integrity of the modern insurance 
man. yd 

The bulletins are in fac-simile type- 
writing, run off hand set steel type. 
Each is confined to one sheet, letter 
size, as busy business men are more 
likely to read one sheet than two. A 
letter goes with each bulletin comment- 
ing on its contents and conveying gen- 
eral association news. The paper used 
is thin to save postage cost. 

Bulletin quantities are ordered by 
egencies as their own judgment prompts. 
The 50 and 100 lots are the more usual. 
The bulletins are furnished by the as- 
sociation and the agencies do the dis- 
tributing in such ways as they deem 
best. ‘ 

These bulletins find their way all 
over the world. Inquiries and com- 


ments have been received from almost 


every state in the Union and one re- 
recently came over from Edinburgh, 


: : 7 : .., | Scotland. 
New York Underwriters, he went with | 


The outstanding feature of this serv- 
ice is that the subject matter of the 
bulletins is derived from sources other 
than insurance, thereby creating a more 
favorable impression than that of 
prejudiced and selfish propaganda, and, 
too, it is a publicity method involving 
a maximum of legitimate and convinc- 
ing education at a minimum of cost. 


Wright Succeeds Day 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., Nov. 26. 
—C. C. Wright, until recently assistant 
secretary of the Fireman’s Fund _ has 
been named to succeed Lloyd S. Day, 
deceased, as manager of the Pacific 
Coast Automobile Underwriters Con- 
ference. 


Brings Much Publicity 


The Milwaukee Mechanics is getting 
considerable publicity on its “daily 
dozen” program for stenographers. Dis- 
play space was given in the home city 
papers, explaining the company’s efforts 
in an attempt to overcome what was 
termed “stenographer’s hump.” This 
article was syndicated and_ printed 
throughout the country. 





as a man are held in deservedly high 
repute. “Joe” Burger is one of those of 
whom it may truly be said “to know him 
is to love him,” for it has been part of 
his daily creed never to let pass an op- 
portunity to extend a helping hand to 
another. He is essentially human, and 
for that reason rather than because of 
the qualities of his brain, he is held in 
close affection by every member of the 
field and office staff of the Norwich 
Union from United States Manager 
Hart Darlington down. A resident of 
New Rochelle. N. Y.. Mr. Burger like- 
wise holds an honored place in his home 
community, where he has long recog- 
nized and performed his full duty as a 
citizen. 
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Taking Care of Salvage 


Instances prove that many people believe that nothing 
should be touched after a loss, but that everything should be 
left ‘‘as is” until the adjuster arrives. 


This impression is wrong and may cost your clients a lot of 
money. Every agent should know and advise his clients that 
the policy contract imposes on the assured the duty of taking 
immediate care of the salvage. This condition is plainly printed 
in every policy. 


A good illustration of how property owners may suffer is a 
case recently tried, where the assured left the partially damaged 
property exposed to the weather. The adjuster was delayed and 
the property suffered considerably. The court held that the 
company was liable only for the damage by fire and disallowed 
the assured’s claim for rain damage. 


The agent who keeps his clients well posted on policy 
conditions and regulations will surely gain and hold their 
confidence. 








FIDELITY- PHENIX 
FIRE INSURANCE CO: 


SO MAIDEN LANE. NEW YORK,NY. 

















ERNEST STRUM, PAUL L. HAID, 


Chairman of the Board President 


Cash Capital Five Million Dollars 


NEW YORK CHICAGO MONTREAL SAN FRANCISCO 
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The Cost of 
Dependable 


Insurance 


is as nothing compared with 
the protection it gives. 


Any Agency justifies the 
confidence placed in it by 
its clients, by representing 
dependable companies. 


Representing [he Alliance 
will help you. 





Address Home Office 


HE ALLIANCE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
of Philadelphia 


Policyholders’ 
Surplus 
$3,099,141.00 


Cash Capital 
$1,000,000 





A Company of Character 






































ORGANIZE OUTSIDERS 


PLAN TALKED AT LOUISVILLE 


Non-Board Board May Take in Real 
Estate Men, Banks and Two Big 
Agencies 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 3.—During 
the past week it became known that 
there is a movement of the non-board 
agencies in Louisville, including the in- 
surance writing banks, real estate offices, 
etc., to form a local agents’ society or 
association. The matter has been dis- 
cussed between the non-boarders, and 
several favor organization of a body to 
work in cooperation with one another, 
and for discussion of theeir various 
problems as they come up. 

Of course, such an organization could 
not be recognized by the state or na- 
tional associations of local agents, as its 
interests are different from those of an 
association composed of men whose 
entire interest is centered in insurance. 
Banks and real estate agents, while 
writing insurance, are merely sideliners 
in so far as insurance is concerned. 
However, such an association could be 
formed, as there are now a number of 
non-boarders, and collectively they con- 
trol a large volume of premiums. 

List of Possible Members 


If the movement resulted in organiza- 
tion of all of the present non-boarders 
it would result in a body with two large 
agencies in it, namely, Booker & Kin- 
naird, the largest agency in the state, 
and Jefferson Noyes & Embry, who 
now stand suspended from the Louis- 
ville board, and with practically no doubt 
but what the latter office will become 
non-board. Then there is the Fidelity 
& Columbia Trust Company, the 
Lincoln Bank & Trust Company, which 
just recently started writing insurance; 
and a number of small concerns, includ- 
ing the Fleck Insurance Agency, Sem- 
onin & Goodman Insurance Agency, 
controlled by the same interests which 
operate the Semonin & Goodman Realty 
Company, Consolidated Realty Com- 
pany, Watts, Luman & Co., Under- 
writers’ Agency, Hamilton & Long, 
Bruce Hoblitzel, William S. Wetterer & 
Co., and probably a few others. Hob- 
litzel, a real-estate agent, recently 
secured representation for the Girard. 
The Underwriters Agency in the 


is in 
> a pm, — 1 aes . 
Realty building, and handling real 





ropositions. 





p Wetterer rece tly started 
business with the Globe & Rutgers an 
the Importers & Exporters. 
Increase in Outside Agencies 

Such an association would have some 
advantages for members, but in view ot 
the varied interest of non-boarders, as 
he latter are composed in Louisville, it 
is a question how far such an organiza- 
tion could go. There has been an in- 


crease in non-board agencies during the 











ist year, as was expected by board 
en, who have always contended against 
bank agencies, and appointments of part- 
timers, real estate men, etc. The board 


men made a hard fight to prevent estab- 
lishment of bank agencies and prevent 
establishment of non-board organiza- 
tions, and have been pursuing that policy 
steadily since the time of the appoint- 
ment of the Fidelity & Columbia Trust 
Company, by the Firemen’s, which pre- 
cipitated the non-board trouble in Louis- 
ville, and resulted in Booker & Kinnaird 
leaving the board. 

There are approximately 10 com- 
panies now represented in non-board 
agencies in Louisville, this list including 
the Firemen’s Group, and those repre- 
sented in the general agency of Charles 
C. Terry & Co., Louisville, as well as 
two or three others. There may be 


some companies added to the non-board | 


list if the Fleck and Jefferson agencies 
are finally dropped by the board. 
One local agent recently remarked 


that he had heard a rumor to the effect | 


REPORT BIG BUSINESS 





RATES ON WAR RISK IN CHINA 





Coverage Very Popular Since the Be. 
ginning of Hostilities, and Is 
Required by Most Banks 


Assistant Trade Commissioner A, 
Viola Smith of Shanghai, China, has 
sent in a report to J. McMillan Hamil- 
ton of New York, chairman of the ad- 
visory committee on insurance of the 
United States Department of Commerce 
stating that since the beginning of hos- 
tilities in China, Aug. 31, war risk 
insurance has come to the fore in 
Shanghai. Rates vary trom percent 
to 3 percent per month on risks within 
the concessions, and 9 percent per month 
on risks outside of the concessions. 

The report says that banks now re- 
guire small firms to cover all incoming 
cargoes with war risk insurance, though 
large companies with ample resources 
and financial stability are exempt from 
the requirements. The largest volume 
of insurance being written is upon silk 
cocoons, stored in the Wusil district. 

According to latest advices through 
commercial sources, conditions are not 
so active as they were at the time this 
report was made, although the risk is 
being covered on some export merchan- 
dise and on some imports where banks 
have open letters of credit. Rates ob- 
tainable in New York compare favorably 
with those charged in Shanghai. 


Cuba May Demand Guaranties 


A bill has been introduced in the 
house of representatives of Cuba pro- 
posing that guaranties be demanded of 
insurance companies. If this bill be- 
comes a law, no new insurance com- 
pany can go into business until it has 
deposited a guaranty, according to the 
following rating: Fire insurance com- 
panies, $300,000; life companies, $200,- 
000: bail insurance companies, $200,000; 
risk and accident, $200,000; marine, 
$200,000; and guaranty companies, $200,- 
000. The bill provides that this guar- 
antee must be deposited in the treasury 
of the republic in cash, any other kind of 


guaranty being prohibited. 








Foreign Conditions Improved 

NEW YORK, Dec. 2.—Howard P. 
Moore, general manager of the Ameri- 
can Foreign Insurance Association, is 
home from a two months’ trip to Great 
Britain and the continent. In reviewing 
underwriting conditions abroad, Mr. 
Moore found a distinct improvement 
over those obtaining during his prior 
visit in 1921, the reparations settlement 
having imparted a feeling of optimism to 
ee : 5 ‘ s* 
business interests generally. Several 
British companies have reentered Ger- 





many lers are preparing to fol- 
low. nerican fire and marine com- 
anic mak progress in Europe 








and Mr. Moore is well satisfied with the 


outlook. 


Elected to Bureau 


\. I. Vorys, general counsel of the 
Ohio Farmers, has been elected a mem- 
ber of the executive committee of the 
Western Insurance Bureau, succeeding 
the late John W. Crooks, vice-president 
of the company. D. W. Crane, secre- 
tary of the Ohio Farmers, was elected to 
membership in the Bureau, succeeding 
Mr. Crooks. 
that the Louisville board had under con- 
sideration a plan for lifting the bars on 
the present two solicitor rule, and that 
members in event the rule was changed, 
would probably be busier in locating 
solicitors in some instances, than they 
would be in hustling business. How- 
ever, if there is anything under con- 
sideration along that line, it is not likely 
to take place until sometime after the 
first of the year at the earliest, and it 
may never get past the stage of con- 
sideration. 














December 4, 1924 THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 13 























Insurance Is As Old As The Sun 


Keep Your Face Toward The Sun and The Shadows Will Fall Behind You 


3 UN INSURANCE OFFICE 


of London 


: Established 1710—The Oldest Fire Insurance Company in the World 


The SUN of London, 
established in 1710, (the 
oldest insurance com- 
“ pany in the world) 
f stands out as one of 
the world’s greatest in- 
stitutions. 


The Patriotic Insurance 
Co. of America, estab- 
lished January 1, 1923, 
is growing lustily and 
is entirely at the serv- 
ice of our agents. 





ig The Sun Indemnity Company of New 
r. York, Organized Jan. 1, 1923, Capital 
it Stock, $600,000.00, Surplus $401,931.00. 


0 When the SUN’S first policy was written—214 years ago—it 
| was prepared, even in that early day, by men who sincerely endeav- 
I- ored to give to the policyholder the kind of protection he needed— 
ck to make him SAFE and SATISFIED. Throughout the years 
1e the SUN’S officials have sought every honest means to make its 
policy better—better for the agent who sells it and for the customer 
who buys it. 





a FIRE EXPLOSION LEASEHOLD TOURIST FLOATER MERCHANDISE IN TRAN- 
g LIGHTNING eee” CIVIL COMMO- spRINKLER LEAKAGE SALESMEN’S FLOATER SIT, 

nt WINDSTORM USE & OCCUPANCY INLAND MARINE YACHT & MOTOR BOAT via Truck, Rail or Steamer 
“ } AUTOMOBILE RENTS & RENTAL VALUE PUBLIC LIABILITY (Annual or Trip Policies) 
ig 

= AUTOMOBILE FULL COVER AGE Including Public Liability Issued SUN INSURANCE OFFICE and 
“ In One Joint Policy of SUN INDEMNITY COMPANY 
at 

d, 

g P » . 

. United States Branch Western Department Pacific Coast Dept. Sun Indemnity Company 
2 55 Fifth Ave., New York Wrigley Building, Chicago San Francisco, Cal. 55 Fifth Ave., New York 
Preston T. Kelsey, U. S. Manager John F. Stafford, Manager Carl A. Henry, General Agent Edward C. Lunt, President 
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PROVIDENCE W ASHINGTON 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


Capital $2,000,000 
Surplus to Policyholders, $5,171,660.05 





Fire, Tornado, Marine, Transportation, Parcel Post, Tourists’ 
Floaters, Sprinkler Leakage, Riot and Civil Commotion 
Automobiles, against Fire, Theft and Collision 





VIRGINIA FIRE AND MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


ORGANIZED 1832 


Capital $500,000 
Surplus to Policyholders, $1,603,162.36 





WESTERN DEPARTMENT, CHICAGO, ILL. 


Insurance Exchange 


FRED W. RANSOM 


HARRY CLARK 
Manager Asst. Manager 


Supt. ef Agents 





Aggressive Representation Solicited 














Are Your Furs Protected ? 

Loss of Furs by Theft is included under 
policies issued by A.F. SHAW & COMPANY. 
Losses by Fire. Burglary, Hold-up and all other 
risks except wear and tear and depreciation 
are also covered ~ at all times and places. 


A.F. SHAW & COMPANY-INSURANCE 


Insurance Exchange Chicago 


PAUL HAID IS PRESIDENT 
AMERICA FORE GROUP 


(COSTINUED FROM PAGE 4) 
assistant to the chairman. His success 
and personality so thoroughly impressed 
Mr. Evans that in November 1921 he was 
elected first vice president of the Conti- 
nental, from which position he succeeded 
Cc. R. Street as president of the Fidelity- 
Phenix in May 1924. Mr. Haid will be a 
forceful, progressive president, never 
shunning a fight and always making a 
fair one. In winning his battles he will 
leave his opponent with a smile and 
without a trace of rancor. 


Mr. Swinerton’s Career 


James A. Swinnerton, vice president of 
the America Fore companies, was born 
in Tottenville, N. Y., March 15, 1868, and 
educated in the public schools. When 
14 years old he started with the Conti- 
nental as office boy. In time he became 
an examiner and in 1889 an itinspector. 
His first field experience was tn connec- 
tion with the Johnstown flood. Detailed 
as a rating expert by former President 
F. C. Moore during the preparation of 


the “Universal Mercantile Schedule” he 
applied trial schedules to numerous risks 
in the east. Assigned to a committee of 


the New England Exchange, he had 
charge of rating in Pittsfield, Mass., the 
first city rated under the new system. 
In 1890 he went to San Francisco as 
assistant to the general manager. Later 
he returned east as special agent for 
Virginia and North Carolina and later 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia and in 
1893 for New York State. Later tn that 
same year he was brought into the home 
office as assistant to the secretary. In 
January 1903 he was made assistant sec- 
retary of the Continental, in March 1910 
secretary, and in November 1921 he be- 
came president of the American Eagle, 
which position he now leaves to become 
vice president of all three larger Amer- 
ica Fore companies. Mr. Swinnerton has 
also been general agent for the Farmers 
in New York office territory. 


Quaid’s Career Interesting 


William Quaid, vice president of all 
three companies, was born in Newburgh, 
N. Y., May 15, 1877, and educated in the 
grammar schools and Newburgh Acad- 
emy. He entered business in the whole- 
sale dry goods firm of H. B. Claflin & Co., 
New York City, and at the same time 
worked nights on the books of the Globe 
& Rutgers Fire, his first insurance ex- 
perience. He accepted a position with 
one of the “surplus line” offices and con- 
tinued in that and the brokerage busi- 
ness for some time. He later became 
special agent for the Vedder Underwrit- 
ing Agency, New York, resigning there- 
from Dec. 1, 1908, to accept a position as 
examiner for the Continental. On Jan. 
1, 1914, he was appointed executive spe- 
cial agent for home office territory for 
all America Fore companies, and Jan. 10, 
1916, assistant secretary of the Conti- 
nental in charge of Middle Department 


business. In 1918 he became secretary 
of the Continental controlling the same 
territory. In December 1921 he became 


second vice president, which title later 
was changed to vice president. He now 
becomes vice president of all companies. 


Herbert E. Maxon 


Herbert E. Maxson, Vice President, 
was born March 26, 1872, at Norwich, 
Conn. Following a high school educa- 
tion he entered the insurance pustiness as 
an office boy with the Equitable F. & M. 
of Providence, becoming successively 
chief clerk, examiner, and then special 
agent in New York State, covering that 
field for eight years. In 1909 he entered 
the employ’ of the Continental as special 
agent for Eastern New York. Later he 
spent six months with C. R. Neidlinger 
& Co., representatives of the Continental 
in Cuba. In July, 1917, he returned to 
the America Fore group as secretary of 
the American Eagle in charge of the 
company’s business in the New England. 
Middle Atlantic, and Southern states, and 
also for a time supervised the Cuban 
business of the Continental. In October, 
1922, Mr. Maxson became vice-president 
of the American Eagle and in September. 
1922, when the Farmers of Iowa entered 
the east he was made assistant general 
agent of that company for New York 
office territory. 


Lamar Hill 


Lamar Hill, vicepresident and counsel 
was born in Atlanta, May 27th, 1885, and 
educated in the public schools and the 


University of Georgia He was ad- 
mitted to the bar in Atlanta January, 
i905, and his accomplishments in the 
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legal world have won for him success, 
He served as special assistant to the 
attorney general of Georgia in the very 
important case of Georgia against the 
Tennessee Copper Company and _ the 
Duckworth Copper & Sulphur Iron Co., 
before the supreme court of the United 
States, which resulted in a victory for 
the state. In August, 1917, he entered 
the second officer’s training camp at Ft, 
Oglethorpe, was commissioned captain of 
infantry in the Officers Reserve Corps 
and assigned to duty at Camp Jackson, 
S. C., leaving for France from that point. 
He was promoted to major adjutant gen- 
eral, and lieutenant colonel adjutant 
general and was adjutant general of the 
Sist Division. He served for a time as 
special assistant to the attorney general 
of the United States in the case of the 
United States vs. American Sugar Refin- 
ing Co. etal. and was engaged in general 
law practice in New York City when 
in January, 1922, he became counsel for 
the American Fore companies, later be- 
coming assistant secretary and counsel, 
secretary and counsel, and now vice- 
president and counsel. 


George A. Clarke 


George A. Clarke is a southerner, At- 
lanta being his birthplace On leaving 
military school in Atlanta he entered the 
local business in that city. Subsequently 
he became affiliated with the Southeast- 
ern Tariff Association, first in Atlanta 
and later in Norfolk, following which he 
entered the employ of the Queen In its 
southern department. In March, 1900, 
he came to New York as underwriter for 
the eastern department of the Imperial 
and in June, 1902, for the Home. In 
April, 1917, he became assistant secre- 
tary of the Home and in January, 1921, 
secretary, which place he left in Decem- 
ber, 1921, to become secretary of the 
Continental in charge of its New York 
City business. 

O. F. Grover was born April 20, 1875, 
in Middletown, Conn. Like Mr. Evans, 
Mr. Sturm and Mr. Swinnerton, Mr. 
Grover’s first work was that of office boy, 
in his case for the Hartford Fire, in 1893. 
He later became examiner for the Hart- 
ford. For several years he acted as 
examiner for Egleston & Prescott, gen- 
eral agents in Atlanta. In July, 1910, he 
became affiliated with the Fidelity- 
Phenix as examiner for several southern 
states. In January, 1916, he was placed 
in charge of the southern department of 
the American Eagle and made agency 
superintendent for the Continental in 
March, 1918, assistant secretary in Oc- 
tober, 1918, and secretary in December, 
1922 


William F. Dooley 


William F. Dooley, secretary, started 
his insurance career in 1899 with George 
O. Carpenter & Sons of Boston, general 
agents for the St. Paul F. & M. He suc- 
cessively became loss clerk, general 
agency manager and special agent for 
the entire New England field for that 
company. In March, 1913, he joined the 
American Eagle staff as special agent 
covering at various times the entire New 
England field, for a while supervising in 
addition the Continental’s business in 
Boston. In November, 1921, he was 
placed in charge of the New York and 
New England business of the Continental 
as agency superintendent and in Novem- 
ber, 1922, made assistant secretary and 
in November, 1923, secretary. 


Vincent L. Gallagher 


Vincent L. Gallagher, secretary was 
born in Dansville, N. Y., April 6, 1890. 
After public school education in Cincin- 
nati, followed by graduation from St. 
Xavier College of that city he entered 
Armour Institute, Chicago, and _ later 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Boston, from which school he graduated 
in 1912 with a degree in electrical engi- 
neering. After a short time with the 
Commonwealth Edison Co. of Chicago 
and the Central Illinois Public Service 
Co. he started his insurance career in 
the western department of the Aetna. 
He later became automobile special 
agent for that company and in 1914 spe- 
cial agent for Ohio with headquarters at 
Columbus. In 1918 he entered the U. S. 
Navy in which branch of tlhe service he 
was commissioned ensign, Bureau of 
Steam Engineering, Division of Aero- 
nautics. Following the armistice he 
entered the employ of the Amertfea Fore 
companies as manager of the business 
development department. He was made 
assistant secretary in April 1922. He 
has been in charge of the brokerage de- 
partment and a number of specialty de- 
partments. He is a son of Thos. E. Gal- 
lagher, former western manager of the 
Aetna. 

Herbert W. Grindal, secretary, was 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 35) 
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| SOME RECENT COURT DECISIONS IN ! 


THE FIELD OF FIRE UNDERWRITING 
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Offer to Settle After Loss Does Not ! 


Waive Claim That Policy Is Forfeited 
by Insured’s Violation of Its Terms— 
The plaintiff filed a demurrer to the de- 


fendant’s answer stating that by offer- 
ing to settle the loss and making investi- 
gation of the premises after the fire 


occurred it had waived the alleged viola- 
tions of the policy. The court over- 
ruled this contention stating that an 
offer of settlement is not a waiver under 
any circumstance and that the defend- 
ant by refusing to settle for the reason 
that certain property had been removed 
from the plaintiff's premises prior to the 
fire, was not estopped from claiming that 
the policy was forfeited by the plaintiff 


for violation of its provisions. Jackson- 

ville Adjustment Bureau vs. National 

Ben Franklin. U. S. Dist. Ct. So-Dist. 
Florida. Decided Oct. 9. 
x * * 

Policy With Mortgages Clause— 


Change of Ownership—Owner of Pur- 
chase Money Mortgage Who Buys 
Property Outright May Not Recover, on 
the Policy—The owner of a purchase 
money mortgage who before the loss 
buys full interest in the property, may 
not recover on a policy issued to the 
original owner at the time the plaintiff 
owned only the purchase money mort- 
gage. Such a purchase would constitute 
change in ownership, which is one of 
the circumstances that avoids such a 
policy. Hendrix vs. National Union. Ct. 
of Appeals—Ky. | Decided Oct. 29. 


Liability of Insured for Statements 
Made in an Application Signed by the 
Company’s Agent.—Defendants received 
and accepted from the plaintiff company 
a fire insurance policy. The plaintiff’s 
agent had solicited the insurance and the 
application for the policy was not signed 
by the defendants but was signed by the 


plaintiff's agent. Some of the state- 
ments contained in the application were 
not true but were’not of a character that 
caused any injury to the plaintiff. The 
plaintiff accepted payment of the pre- 
mium due and thereafter the property 
insured was damaged by fire. The 
plaintiff thereupon sought to have the 
policy cancelled for breach of warranty, 
misrepresentation and fraud. 

Held: The plaintiff is liable on the 
policy. The defendants cannot be held 
liable for statements in the application 
which they never made. Patrons Mutual 


Fire vs. Perl. Supreme Court of Mich- 
igan. Decided October 6. 
<< * 


Construction of Rider—The policy on 
which action was brought provided that 
it should be void if there were kept, 
used or allowed on the premises gasoline 
exceeding twenty-five pounds in quan- 
tity. Attached to the policy was a gas- 
oline permit, which gave permission to 
keep an amount of gasoline not to ex- 
ceed ten gallons, provided it was kept 
in a tight and entirely closed metal can 
free from leak. At the time of the fire 
a gallon glass container full of gasoline 
was in the basement. Held that the 
permission to keep gasoline not to ex- 
ceed ten gallons was given to confer 
a privilege and did not add another con- 
dition, a violation of which would render 


the policy void. Oberman vs. United 
States Fire. Sup. Ct. Illinois. Decided 
June 17 rehearing denied Oct. 10. 


* * * 

Purchase of Insured Property by 
Mortgagee Renders Void Policy Con- 
taining Clause Against Change of Own- 
ership. The plaintiff had a purchase 
money lien on a farm and residence 
owned by one Ishmeal. The defendant 
issued a fire insurance policy to Ishmeal, 
with a mortgage clause making loss 


payable to plaintiff, as his interest might 
appear. The policy contained a provis- 
ion that it should be void if any change, 
other than by the death of the insured, 
should take place in the interest, title or 
possession of the subject of insurance. 
The plaintiff purchased the property. 
Thereafter a fire occurred and destroyed 
the residence covered by the policy. 

HELD: The purchase of the prop- 
erty by the plaintiff rendered the policy 
void, and the plaintiff was not entitled 
to recover thereon. 

Hendrix vs. National 
Court of Appeals of Kentucky. 
Oct. 28. 


Union Fire. 
Decided 


* * * 
An insurance policy on_ theatrical 
property, covering same while in tran- 


sit and against perils incidental to trans- 
portation, contained a warranty that the 
insured may accept ordinary bills of lad- 
ing from carriers but shall not make 
any special agreement with carriers, re- 
leasing them from common law or stat- 


utory liability. Held: That such war- 
ranty authorized the insured to take the 
ordinary bills of lading issued by car- 
riers, whatever they contained, but did 
not permit the insured to agree to re- 
lease a carrier at its own specific in- 
stance. Winter Garden Co. vs. Globe 
& Rutgers Fire U. S. Dist. Ct. So. Dist. 
of N. Y. Decided Oct. 22. 
* * 


Evidence held insufficient to show that 
fire policy was canceled by mutual con- 
sent.—In Galanter vs. Minneapolis F. & 
M. supreme court of Minnesota, 199 N. 
W. 886, an action was brought on a fire 
policy covering a building and stock of 
merchandise. The company denied lia- 
bility on the ground that the policy had 
been canceled prior to the loss. 

In support of this contention, there 
was evidence to the effect that the com- 
pany had written its agent, who had 
written the policy, to cancel about one 
month before the loss. The agent testi- 
fied that he notified the insured of this, 
but the insured denied having received 
such notice. Following this the com- 


| pany about two weeks later again wrote 





15 
the agent to cancel. Again, about a 
week later a third letter was sent to the 
agent directing him to cancel imme- 
diately. 

Che agent interviewed the insured and 
satbormed him that the policy was can- 
celed, but, it appears, the insured made 
no re ply to this, and about a week later 

: loss occurred. On this state of facts 
she court in holding the evidence justi- 
ed a verdict that the policy had not 
been canceled by mutual consent, and 
in affirming a judgment in favor of the 
insured, in part, said 

“It is not claimed that an insurance 
policy can be canceled by one of the 
parties thereto, except by a strict com- 


pliance with its terms as to notice, etc., 
unless such compliance is waived by the 
other party. All that appellant (insur- 
ance company) attempted to do in the 
way of cancellation was done through 
Schmitt, (the agent) save alone the 
sending of the letter of Jan. 16 to the 
insured, (which was sent the day fol- 
lowing the fire but before the company 
had knowledge of it) which it asked to 
have accepted as notice of cancellation 
eS © 


“We find no reversible error either in 
the charge or in the rulings upon the 
reception or rejection of evidence, and 
are satisfied that the verdict was fully 
justified by the evidence.” 

2 2 oe 


Attempt to recover on policy after 
statement of loss in excess of what was 
suffered—Where the policy on which 
insurer brought action provided for its 
avoidance in case of fraud or false 
swearing in relation to the subject of 
the insurance, and where within a few 
days after the fire the plaintiff had 
claimed that a certain number of bales 
of cotton were destroyed, and allowed 
this statement to appear. in his proof 
of loss, though he took pains before and 
after to find the correct number which 
was somewhat lower, held that he could 
recover on the policy. Camden Fire vs. 
Penick, U. S. C. C. A. 5th Circuit. De- 
cided Nov. 20. 








The Aetna Mon Soy: 


“The JETN 


Compliments the Nan-ces-o-wee 
Hotel of Sebring, Florida, on its 


enterprise. 


Every guest receives a copy of 


And Sleeps Better 


This Hotel 


Insurance ts fully 


Company 


Statistics show that loss of life 
has never occurred in a Sprinkled 
In case of fire you may 
get WET but not BURNED. 

To me that’s a wonderfully con- 
soling thought. 
sleep I always recite this little 
prayer inspired by the sign: 


Building. 


this card EE 


deep ; 


If I should die I’m not con- 


automatic sprinklers 


**Now I lay me down to sleep, 
Statistics guard my slumber 


equipped with 


Before I go to 


For It! 


cerned, 
I may get wet but I won’t get 
burned.’’ 


Nan-ces-o-wee Hotel 


Insurance Company 


The SETNA recommends that 


Agents and Brokers urge patrons who 
are qualified to do so TO ADVERTISE 
THEIR SPRINKLER EQUIPMENTS.” 





RALPH B. IVES, President 
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| CHANGES IN THE FIELD 




















DIVIDED NEW ENGLAND FIELD 


Glens Falls Announces Appointment of 
H. H. Thompson to Handle Several 
States in That Section 


In order to relieve the heavy duties of 
Special Agent Hoxie of Boston the 
Glens Falls has appointed a_ special 
agent, Harold H. Thompson of Port- 
land, Me., to handle Maine, New Hamp- 
shire and parts of Vermont and Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. Thompson is well equipped for 
this territory. His former connection 
was inspector for the Factory Insurance 
Association and later he was connected 
with the Phoenix of London and the 
North British & Mercantile in the un- 
derwriting departments and for several 
years past he has traveled in New Eng- 
land fer a large fire company. Mr. 
Thompson will be located in the Fi- 
delity Building at Portland, Me. 


E. R. Hindley 


The National of Hartford has ap- 
pointed E. R. Hindley special agent in 
western Pennsylvania assisting Special 
Agent H. B. Collamore. Mr. Hindley 
will have his headquarters at Pittsburgh. 


H. H. Wells 


H. H. Wells, for the past 15 months 
special agent of the North America in 
Indiana, has gone with the Federal 


Wells was formerly a local agent in 
Columbus and is well acquainted with 
the organizers of this reciprocal, which 
writes all five coverages for automobiles 
on the —— plan. Indiana State 
Agent H. L. Barr of the North America 
has no announcement to make as yet of 
a successor to Mr. Wells. 


J. M. Allen 

J. M. Allen has been appointed spe- 
cial agent of the Royal in Michigan with 
headquarters at Charlotte, Mich. Mr. 
Allen was formerly with the Michigan 
Inspectior! Bureau, was for some time 
with the Western Factory Association 
in Michigan, and for the past several 
years has been in the field for the Com- 
monwealth and Mercantile of New York. 
He has had an all around field experi- 
ence. 


E. D. McCall 


E. D. McCall of Omaha, Neb., has 
been appointed state agent in lowa 
and Nebraska for the Pacific, Bankers 
& Shippers and New Jersey Fire. Mr. 
McCall was formerly the senior mem- 
ber of the McCall-Meeker general 
agency at Omaha, Neb., which has been 
dissolved. 





F. B. Smith 
F. B. Smith, special agent of the Crum 
& Forster companies in Indiana, has 
severed that connection to take the state 





Underwriters, a reciprocal at Columbus, | agency of the National Union for 
Ind., as state agent for Indiana. Mr, | Illinois. 
‘fz | 
| — 
ae 
| VIEWE D FROM NEW YORK 
i iV - i » 
—— —- By G. A. WATSON = — 





MUTUALS’ MOVE U 


Stock company managers are not 
especially interested in the recent action 
of the New England agency mutuals in 
increasing to 20 percent flat the com- 
missions allowed their local agents, 
holding that the matter will have no 
appreciable influence upon their busi- 
ness. Certain it is that the move has 
not been dignified by referring it to 
the Eastern Union, and it is extremely 
unlikely that such action will be taken. 

When the graded scale of commis- 
sions was adopted for New England a 
number of years ago, the agents of 

Salem, Lynn, New Bedford, Fall River, 
Worcester and other cities in the terri- 
tory preferred continuing upon the old 
basis of 15 percent, plus 1 percent 
allowance for expenses, rather than sign 
the pledge not to receive any higher 
scale of compensation, which was re- 
quired of them in order to secure the 
15, 20 and 25 percent under the graded 
agreement. Because-of this attitude the 
agents were free to place their mer- 
cantile and special hazard business with 
the stock offices of the Eastern Union, 
and to give their preferred risks to non- 
affiliated stock or to mutual companies 
as they saw fit. For the most part the 
agency mutuals of New England confine 
their writings to residence business, 
though of late a number of the concerns 
as they gained in financial strength have 
shown a disposition to broaden their 
scope of operations and are now taking 
selected mercantiles, and in a 
stances special hazards. The competi- 
tion from this source, however, is not 
yet serious, and unless it should threaten 
to become so the Eastern Union com- 
pany managers are not inclined to give 
the matter any particular attention. 

* * * 
CONVENTION COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


NIMPORTANT 


few in- 


In connection with the mid-winter 
meeting of the National Convention of 
Insurance Commissioners to be held at 
the Hotel Astor, New York Citv. Dec. 
9-10, it is announced that the fire in- 
surance committee will meet at 10:30 a. 








m., Monday, Dec. 8, and the committee 
on rates of insurance companies at 2 
p. m. the same day. Other committee 
meetings are also expected to be held 
on Monday at the call of the respective 
chairmen. 
*x* * x 
REID MADE A DIRECTOR 
Wallace Reid, one of the leading !o- 
cal agents of New York, has been elected 
a director of the American of Newark, 
succeeding Samuel F. Dennis, who re- 
cently died. Mr. Reid has represented 
the American in New York City for a 
number of years. 
xk * x 
OBJECT TO FREQUENT CALLS 
A strong protest is being voiced in 
New. York City against the frequent 
calls upon the fire department to assist 
in controlling fires in Jersey City. The 
recent fires in Jersey City along the 
water front have resulted in several calls 
for the help of fire boats and other ap- 
paratus and men. It is stated that New 
York City gets no pay for this service, 
though it goes to much expense and 
weakens its own protection temporarily 
while the firemen and apparatus fight 
fires in New Jersey. The feeling is 
strong that Jersey City should provide 
ufficient fire fighting facilities to care 
for its own fires, or at least make ar- 
rangements with New York to assist in 
great emergencies, with compensation 
from Jersey City. 
2 2 & 
INTEREST IN SELECTION 
Much interest is felt in New York 
City over the selection of the fire under- 
writer for the new Travelers Fire which 
will be operated in connection with the 
Travelers. Undoubtedly this fire com- 
pany will develop rapidly and will make 
itself a big force in the fire insurance 
world. It is understood that an under- 


writer and fire official has already been 
chosen and announcement will be made 
in due season. It is stated that the 
Travelers has secured a man of high 
reputation for this division. 

Another fire official that will be an- 
nounced in the near future is the one 





who will be in charge of the Independ- 
ence of Philadelphia which has been 
purchased by the Independence Indem- 
nity. President Charles H. Holland ex- 
pects to make the announcement as to 
the fire underwriter in a short time. He 
will be in the saddle when the Inde- 
pendence Indemnity assumes iull con- 
trol of the fire company Jan. 1. 
x * 
HEMENWAY IN NEW YORK 


W. D. Hemenway, president of the 
7 Louis Insurance Agents Association, 
has been in New York City for a num- 
ber of days interviewing particularly the 
officers of non-affiliated companies. As 
is known, the special committees of the 
Western Union and Western Insurance 
Bureau have approved the plan pre- 
sented by the St. Louis agents covering 
commissions and local practices in their 
city. The agents felt it desirable to get 
the backing of the non-affiliated com- 
panies as well. Mr. Hemenway inter- 
viewed particularly the Meserole group, 
Northern of New York, Globe & Rut- 
gers and a few other companies. Presi- 
dent Hemenway was successful in his 
mission here. While he was visiting 
the non-affiliated officials he took oc- 
casion to confer also with a number of 
officials of other companies. He feels 
that there is no doubt of the program 
submitted by the agents being passed 
at the special meetings of the two big 
company organizations to be held this 
month. 





AS ‘SEEN FROM CHICAGO 


at See ee 4 | 








LAKE MARINE SEASON BAD 


The experience of companies writing 
lake marine insurance this year has 
been decidedly unfavorable. There have 
been many total losses from collisions 
and running aground, and the loss ratio 
has mounted for practically every com- 
pany. Officials state that the situation 
has not been due to any one disastrous 
storm, as was the case in 1913, but to a 
series of mishaps throughout the entire 
season. 

Theoretically the lake marine season 
cioses Nov. 30, and formerly it was nec- 
essary for ship owners extending their 
voyages after that date to make individ- 
ual arrangements with the company by 
telegraph for extended insurance. This 
has been changed, however, and the in- 
surance may be extended after Nov. 30 
automatically, but at a decidedly 1in- 
creased rate, as the hazard is much 
greater late in the fall. Insurance may 
be granted at this increased rate on 
steamers sailing before midnight of Dec. 
12. It is possible that the loss ratio may 
mount even higher with the increasing 
dangers of the late season, and under- 
writers are looking forward to the actual 
closing of the books on this very un- 
favorable experience. 


NOW “SHELLING” LOCAL CHAMBERS 

The barrage is now being laid heavily 
upon the chambers of commerce 
throughout the country who have not 
yet affiliated with the inter-chamber fire 
waste contest. R. E. Vernor, manager 
of the fire prevention department of the 


Western Actuarial Bureau and chairman 
of i proctor committee in this 
contest, has fired the third shell and is 


now loading for the fourth 
This is a unique pu 
which every 


broadside. 
blicity campaign, by 
chamber of commerce 


which has not yet come into the contest 
receives one of these notices periodically, 
coming in the shape of a shell and with 
an appropriate message relating the 
campaign to the bombardment. The 
barrage is lifted only when application 
is made. The results have been grati- 
fying and already many organizations 
have entered the contest directly as a 
result of this campaign. Last week 
Nebraska was brought into the 100 per- 
cent rank, making the third state to so 
classify from middle western territory 
Missouri and Oklahoma were the two 
previous states reporting this achieve- 
ment, though Missouri has since dropped 
cut of the 100 percent rank, through the 





DESK SPACE 
We have desk space for’one or 
two live brokers. Apply Room 
816. Insurance Exchange, 
Chicago, Illinois. 








TO BROKERS 


We have an unusually attractive 
proposition available to several 
brokers who wish to connect 
with an established general 
agency in Chicago writing all 
lines. Replies in strict confi- 
dence.—Address L-12, care the 
National Underwriter. 














WANTED 


Two experienced Automobile Special 
Agents for development work in Illinois 
and Pennsylvania. Men with knowledge 
of conditions in states mentioned preferred. 
Excellent proposition to parties who can 
qualify. Address L-2, care The National 
Underwriter. 








SOLICITOR WANTED 


Young man in South Side Local Agency 
to act as solicitor. Excellent opportunity 
to right man. 

Address L-16, 
Care The National Underwriter. 








SPECIAL AGENT 


Wanted—Position as Special Agent, 
Iowa preferred. Eleven years’ expe- 
rience, both Recording and Farm. 
Abundant references. Address L-19, 
Care The National Underwriter. 








COMPANIES WANTED 


Young man, college graduate, now_ in 
country bank, wishes to hear from a_fire, 
ci ——T and life insurance company desir- 
ing to be represented at Sioux Falls, South 
Da one. 








— and Cashier 


Want y Chic ago General Agency— 
young man as Bookkeeper and Cashier 
State experience and salary —Address 


L-22, National U nderwriter. 














formerly held by the Peninsular 


cost. 


For price list write 





FOR SALE 


Office Furniture and Machines 
Fire Insurance Ce 
wescige te new as most of it was never used. 

Sale price of equipment in most cases less than one-half the actual 


J.T. YERKES 


11326 Hale Ave. 
Morgan Park, Chicago, IIl. 


ympany, which is 
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affiliation with the United States Cham- 
ber of Commerce of two local units, 
that had not been entered in the contest 
previously. 
xk * * 
INSURANCE CLUB MEETING 


P. R. Wesley of the Western: Actu- 
arial Bureau will speak on “Schedule 
Rating” at the next meeting of the In- 
surance Club of Chicago, to be held 
Tuesday, Dec. 9 at 7 p. m. in the Chi- 
cago Board room. This is the first of 
two talks to be given on this subject, 
the next being scheduled for the Janu- 
ary meeting. A buffet luncheon will be 
served before the meeting. 

* * x 
IMPORTANT MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

Importa.it meetings are scheduled in 
Chicago the third week of December. A 
special meeting of the Western Union 
will be held Dec. 15 to take up the St. 
Louis agreement. The next day the an- 
nual meeting of the Hail Insurance As- 
sociation will be held. The Oil Insur- 
ance Association will meet Dec. 17. The 
Western Insurance Bureau will hold a 
meeting Dec. 18 to take up the St. Louis 
question. 

* * * 

FIELD CLUB’S ANNUAL MEETING 

The C County Fie 
hold its annual meeting and election of 
officers Monday, Dec. 8, at 6 p. m. on 

third floor of the Great Northern 
hotel. A novelty musical entertainment 
has been arranged. Except for the en- 
tertainment features, the only thing on 
the program is the annual election. 
There has been no “sla prepared and 
the election will be a fre all affair, 
with some very lively contests in pros- 
pect. Because of the interest attaching 
to the election, it is expected that there 
will an unusually large attendance 
at this meeting. 


OOK 


the 











e-Ior 


be 


TAKE ON RETAILERS FIRE 


The G. L. Martini Company of Chi- 
cago has been appointed general agent 
for the Retailers Fire of Oklahoma City 
in Iowa and Nebraska. The Martini 
office was previously general agent for 
the Twin City Fire in Illinois, lowa 
and Nebraska and will retain that con- 
nection. H. S. Kennedy, who has been 
special agent for the Retailers in lowa 
and Nebraska, will continue in this ca- 
pacity, though working as special agent 
for G. Martini Company. All daily 
reports, accounts, losses and other data 
will in the future be handled through 
the Martini office. The other special 
agents in addition to Mr. Kennedy are 


W. O. Korslund at Eagle Grove, Ia., 

W. E. Martini at Chicago and J. M. 

Hollingsworth at Cambridge, Neb. 
HORAN SUCCEEDS GROVES 


W. J. Horan has been appointed man- 
iger of the loss department of the Na- 
tional Liberty in Chicago, succeeding 
Charles S. Groves, who died last week. 
Mr. Horan has been assistant manager 
of the department. Prior to going with 
the National Liberty, Mr. Horan was 
tor some years assistant manager of the 
loss denartment of the Springfield F. & 
M. in Chicago. 





* 
George W. Blossom, 
James & Co., and Lee 
Moore, Lyman & Hubbard have 
been elected to the executive committee 
of the Chicago District Golf Association. 


Jr., of Fred § 
B. Vastine of 


Case, 


The December meeting of the Automo- 
bile Underwriters’ Association of Chi- 
cago will be held Monday, Dec. 15. 
the firm of Harding 

western managers of the 
Fire & Marine, has been 

company’s agents in Ne- 
also spent some time with 
W. S. Harding of Nebraska 
agent for the Springfield in 


W. H. Lininger of 
& Lininger, 
Springtield 
visiting the 
braska and 
his cousin, 
City, state 
Nebraska. 

ok * * 
H. M. Zimmer, Illinois state agent of 
the Home of New York, left Wednesday 
night for Denver, where he will join 
Harold Rogers, state agent for the Home 
in the mountain field, for an automobile 
tour of Colorado and New Mexico. Mr. 
Zimmer is taking his vacation at this 

















PLANS ARE COMPLETED 
ARRANGE FOR INDEPENDENCE 
New Interests Will Take Control of the 


Philadelphia Company the 
First of the Year 


at 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 3.—The 
Independence Indemnity will take the 
management of the Independence, the 
fire company of this city, Jan. 1. Much 
more steam will be put on. It will be 
put in Independence Indemnity agencies 
as far as possible. President Charles H. 
Holland has not decided on its affiliation 
in the central western field. The capital 
and surplus will be increased as occa- 
sion demands. 

President Holland will announce a 
fire underwriter in the course of a few 
days. 

All the Independence Indemnity in- 
terests will be housed in its new build- 
ing now in process of erection at 5th 
and Walnut Sts. It is expected that it 
can be occupied in May. 


time and will not .return to 
until just before the holidays. 


Chicago 


* 
R. W. Roderick, formerly an under- 
writer with the C. W. Olson & Co, agency 


in Chicago, is now connected with the 
Seymour Agency at LaPorte, Ind. 
*x* * 
E. E. Ericson, Cook county special 
agent for Critchell, Miller, Whitney & 


Barbour, Chicago local agency, died last 
week after a brief illness of meningitis. 
Mr. Ericson was one of the old timers 
in Chicago, having been connected in 
numerous capacities with the Phoenix 
of London for about 30 years. When 


FAMOUS OLD TIME INSURANCE 


FUTURE IS UNCERTAIN 


W. N. VAN CAMP MAY RESIGN 


Incoming Governor May Insist Upon 
Plan to Submerge Identity of 
Insurance Department 


PIERRE, S. DAK. Dec. 3.—There is 
a possibility that W. N. Van Camp, 
Insurance Commissioner of South Da- 
kota may resign shortly after the first 
of the year. It is understood that the 
incoming governor of the state is fav- 
orable to the adoption of a plan that 
will submerge the identity of the in- 
surance department. Mr. Van Camp 
feels that he could not work in harmony 
with such a program, and if the sug- 
gested plan is adopted, Mr. Van Camp 
will tender his resignation to become 
effective shortly after Jan. 1, or as soon 
as a successor can be appointed. 
May Enter Fire Business 


If he resigns, Mr. Van Camp will un- 
doubtedly enter the fire insurance busi- 
ness in some capacity, probably as state 
ecial agent in South Dakota. As 
insurance commissioner of South Da- 
kota, Mr. Van Camp has made an excel- 
lent record. He is chairman of the ex- 
ecutive committee of the National Con- 
vention of Insurance Commissioners. 
Companies operating in South Dakota 
are hoping that the suggested plan will 
not be put into effect and that Mr. Van 
Camp will not feel it necessary to relin- 
quish his position. 


or Ss! 


that company moved from Chicago to 
New York, Mr. Ericson remained behind 
to take up the work of special agent for 
Critchell, Miller, Whitney & Barbour. 
He was 54 years of age. 


BALL TEAM 





J. J. Johnson, J. C. Moodey. 


Sitting—Left to Right—Ralph 


Saker. 


In 1884 the insurance baseball 
of Chicago was the champion in 
Commercial League. 


nine 
the 
This was a crack 


team that attracted considerable atten- 
tion in the league. 

The league was composed of eight 
clubs consisting chiefly of leading 
wholesale houses in the city. At the 


close of the season there was a tie be- 
tween the insurance nine and that rep- 
resenting Edson Keith & Co. It was 
decided to play three extra games to 
decide the championship. The insur- 
ance team won the odd game by a score 


Johson, Charles Justi, 


Standing—Left to Right—Edw. B. Gavin, W. O. Chamberlin, Andrew Wigeland, 


Tom Gallagher, Fred 


of 2 to 1. At least three of the men 
composing the team are dead or lost 
sight of. The second man standing 
from the left is W. O. Chamberlin, now 
local agent at San Diego, Cal., who was 
formerly in the Minnesota field. The 
fourth man from the left is J. J. Johnson 
of Chicago, special agent of the Phila- 
delphia Fire & Marine in Illinois. The 
last man to the right sitting is Fred 
3aker, who 40 years ago was with Fred 
S. James & Co. The first man on the 
right sitting is Ralph Johnson, who was 
with the Traders. 





AUTO CONFERENCE ON 





WORKING ON A NEW MANUAL 





Sessions at New York to Meet Objec- 
tions of Agents to Present 
System 





NEW YORK, Dec. 2.—Preliminary 
to a joint conference with representatives 
of the automobile department of the 
National Bureau of Casualty & Surety 
Underwriters to be held here Thursday, 
the actuarial and forms committee of 
the National Automobile Underwriters 
Conference began a three days’ meeting 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania in this city 
yesterday. While the agenda before 
the conferees is a long one it is not an- 
ticipated that any material changes in 
policy forms will be adopted, attention 
rather centering upon the matter of rate 
readjustments, suggested reduction of 
territories and simplification of the rat- 
ing manual. Agents complain of the 
difficulties they experience in determin- 
ing ratings under the manual arrange- 
ment now employed, and managers are 
constantly seeking to devise an im- 
proved plan. Once the fire men reach 
an accord as to rates these will be gone 
over with the casualty underwriters and 
an effort made to agree upon figures ac- 
captable to both. The western fire men 
now here include Ralph Rawlings, pres- 
ident, and E, L. Rickards, manager, 
Western Automobile Underwriters’ 
Conference; H. A. Miller, North Amer- 
ica; J. D. Vail, Hartford Fire; H. G. 
Casper, Westchester, and W. K. Max- 
well, Hanover. 


NELSON IN ST. LOUIS POST 





Des Moines Manager to Succeed 
McCormack as Manager—Riddle 
Succeeds Nelson 





ST. LOUIS, MO., Dec. 3.—Joe K. 
Nelson, who has been manager of the 
Des Moines, Ia. branch office of the 
Western Adjustment & Inspection 
Company has been appointed manager 
of the organization at St. Louis to suc- 
ceed A. L. McCormack, who has re- 
signed as of Jan. 1 to become first vice- 
president of the Charles L. Crane 
Agency of St. Louis. Mr. Nelson will 
be succeeded as manager at Ves Moines 
by J. E. Riddle, who has been chief 
staff adjuster at Des Moines. 

Mr. Nelson entered the service of the 
Western Adjustment in 1916 at St, Paul 
where he remained until 1922 when he 
was selected as manager at Des Moines. 
Under his management the Des Moines 
office has shown a material growth. Mr. 
Riddle is well known to agents and field 
men throughout Iowa, and was the nat- 
ural successor to Mr. Nelson. The Des 
Moines branch will be further strength- 
ened by the acquisition of another ad- 
juster. 

Moss Joins Federation 

President Charles H. 
Insurance Federation of Illinois an- 
nounces the association of T. R. Moss 
as secretary and treasurer of the feder- 
ation. Mr. Moss is experienced in the 
organization field, having been for a 
number of years past with the Illinois 


Burras of the 


Chamber of Commerce as legislative 
secretary and director of campaigns 
throughout the state. This means that 
expansion of the federation will be 


pushed to the utmost and an organiza- 
tion perfected in every senatorial dis- 
trict in the state. 

A meeting of the board of directors 
of the federation will be held Dec. 5 at 
federation headquarters, at which time 
plans will be laid for the coming winter 
and spring. 


Alfred F. James, president of 
Northwestern National Fire, will return 
to the home office this week after spend- 
ing Thanksgiving with Mrs. James in 
Washington, D. C. Mrs. James has been 
visiting in the east for some time. 


the 
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MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIONS Rosalie, was married to Albert W. Nel- | his pace a bit too fast. He has come 
son of Minneapolis. wg = aay h ae from ee 
and also adorned by a pai orn 
48 ° rimmed spectacles, which he_ believes 
Compulsory Automobile Insurance Among other visitors to the New | will eliminate much of his trouble in the 
York fire insurance district during the | fyture. He is back in his own stride, 
THE proposed plan of compulsory quisition cost on the business because it rem week hesng —— roe _ guiding the fire prevention activities of 
ile ins ce i a al isc sory one ee dent manager tor India of the /\merican | the 18 middle western fire prevention 
— cost are ree heed ne that local is compulsory. It requires no soliciting. Foreign Insurance Association. The} accociations. and also dvecting the na- 
agents and companies will be compelled It will be in the same category as work- | baron is a many sided man and is widely | tional campaign for membership in the 
to meet face to face. They will be men’s compensation insurance. It will | known both here and abroad. The son | jnter-chamber fire waste contest. 
forced to take a definite stand. There call for no salesmanship. Everybody | ° # prominent Englishman, his ances- —_ 
are influences back of this movement will hav “ea aaa -.| trol home in Norfolk has been in the Gust Remak, Jr., president of the 
will have to insure or qualify as a self] family since the 16th century, and its ustavus Remak, Jr., pres 


that are determined. They have appeal- 


ing arguments. 


In our opinion this is the most omi- 


nous cloud on the insurance horizon. The 
automobile insurance premiums have 
grown with tremendous rapidity. The 


volume of business coming from auto- 
constitute 
premium 
The 
the 
largest 


mobile owners 
the 
companies. 
the that 
the 


tors to this commission income. 


a good per- 
of 
agents ap- 
automobile 


centage of receipts 
insurance 
fact 


of 


preciate 


has been one contribu- 


If compulsory automobile insurance 


is adopted, private companies will per- 
allowed to 
the states 


asked to place a minimum ac- 


haps in almost all cases be 


write insurance. However, 


will be 


The immediate effect therefore 
will be a sharp decrease in commissions 
The next step will be the 
creation of a state insurance fund. 
pulsory insurance always leads to this. 
It the line least resistance for 
those who desire to extend the powers 
of the and who favor the state 
stepping in and doing more for the in- 
dividual. It is a form of socialism and 
fraternalism. 


insurer. 


to agents 


Com- 
of 


is 


state 


The insurance people therefore have 
much at stake and should outline a 
definite line of defense. Local agents 


should study this question, seek out the 
most persuasive arguments and be able 
to present their cause with courage and 
sincerity. 


Deciphering Personal Signatures 


BusINESS transactions require a certain 
efficiency in order to keep the machinery 
running smoothly and regularly. Some 
customs have been established in business 
correspondence that are highly desirable. 
Getting away from the old, conventional, 
stereotyped form of opening or closing a 
letter, eliminating the involved sentence, 
cutting out the superfluous, being less 
redundant—all this has tended to reduce 
labor and time. 

A few years ago someone with a keen 
intelligence started the custom of having 
a signature typewritten at the end of a 
letter so that the reader would not have 
to spend five minutes or so trying to de- 
cipher hieroglyphics that are more com- 
plicated than those found on Egyptian 
ruins. The custom is now well nigh uni- 
versal to have the typwritten signature. 

But even at this time there are some 
benighted offices where the signatures are 


written and the names of the signers do 
not appear at the top of the letterhead. It 
is harking back to old days when one got 
out a magnifying glass, a pair of com- 
passes, a tracing pen, a magnet and a pair 
of tweezers in order to try to bring to 
light the signature at the end of a letter. 
Every fellow in the office had his turn in 
trying to guess. Why people, and espe- 
cially mere men, endeavor to make their 
handwriting indecipherable and especially 
their signatures, has not been answered. 
It would require a rosetta stone to bring 
to light 75 percent of the signatures on 
bank checks. However, the complexity 
and intricacy of a personal signature 
would not bother us if it were typewritten 
below the name. 

We propose a year in the county jail 
and a fine of $300 for any office that does 
nor put this into practice with all its 
correspondence. 


No Room for ‘‘Alibi-Makers’’ 


Coacu Knute Rockne of Notre Dame, 
speaking before a recent meeting of 
the Insurance Club of Chicago, said 
that the alibi has no place in athletics. 
He said that in football, the encourag- 
ing sign is the fact that today there is 
less boasting by the winning team and 
less and less “alibi-making” by the los- 
ing team. He cited the case when 


Princeton University was defeated by 
Notre Dame and, instead of Princeton 
making an alibi, the entire student body 
arose and congratulated the victors. 
This same thought extends into the 
business world. The alibi has no place 
at any time. When a task is assigned, 
it must either be done or left unfin- 
ished and excuses are of no avail. 





present owner is naturally proud of his 
ancestry. 3orn in Australia he has 
spent considerable time in Africa. So in- 
terested was the late Col. Roosevelt in 
a book on hunting that the baron had 
written that he arranged a meeting with 


' Fenton, 


the latter on the eve of his famous hunt- | 


ing trip in the dark continent. 
physically as well as mentally, 
Wahibra conducts a_ successful 
ance business in India, and has 
important interests there as well. 


insur- 


Fred M. Buckley, for 15 years super- 
intendent of the rating department of 
the Philadelphia Underwriters’ Associa- 
tion died suddenly at his home in Phila- 
delphia after an attack of grip had 
weakened his heart. He was 45 years 
old. Mr. Buckley, who had been in the 
insurance business since boyhood, was, 
at the time of death, a member of the 
firm of Buckley & Meade, insurance 
agents and brokers, at 416 Walnut street, 
his partner being Newton B. Meade, Jr. 
Mr. Buckley was a popular figure on 
“the street.’ 


The following tribute to Harry K. 
Rogers, engineer of the fire preven- 


tion department of the Western Actu- 
arial Bureau, was given in the editorial 
column of the Wichita “Beacon” last 
week, under the heading, “We're All 
Human at That”: 

Harry K. 
all Harry 


That isn’t 
but a part of 


Rogers is a clown. 

happens to be, 
his duties with the fire prevention de- 
partment of the Western Actuarial Bu- 
reau is to act the buffoon before school 
children over the country and thereby 
impress upon them the 
fire prevention. Near and 
known as “The Fire Clown” 
appeared before almost a 
children during the 

And like everything else, even clown- 
ing palls at times. Rogers began to 
think perhaps he was wasting his time. 
This has passed. 

Today Rogers goes about his clowning 
with an enthusiasm that rivals a school 
kid at vacation time. And It all hap- 
pened because of a near-tragedy. 

Some days ago little Marcella Cobden 
was raking up leaves in the rear of her 
home on South Lawrence. Her little 
dress ignited from a bonfire and in two 
second she was a mass of flames. In 
such cases the natural impulse of old 
or young is to run—a course which only 
fans the flames to greater fury. 

But Marcella had seen and heard “The 
Fire Clown” and what is more, she re- 
membered his teaching, so instead of 
running she threw herself to the ground 
and rolled over and over, yelling all the 
while at the top of her lungs. 

Neighbors rushed to her, but Marcella 


far he is 
and he has 
million school 
past few years. 


Big } 
Baron de | 


other | 


} ment in Louisville. 
fundamentals of } 


State of Pennsylvania, is mourning the 
loss of his sister, Mrs. Lizzie Remak 
who died Thanks giving Day at 
her home in Philadelphia. Mrs. Fenton, 
the wife of Dr. Thomas H. Fenton, was 
widely known in musical circles and was 


one of the founders of the Matinee 
Musical Club and the Philadelphia 
Music Club. At the time of death she 


was regent of the Philadelphia chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 


persons, if they were in the 
boots of Frank Daniel, of Milwaukee, 
might boast of being chief engineer 
of the Wisconsin Inspection Bureau. 
Others might proudly point to being 
wielder of the goose quill of the Wis- 
consin Home Nest of the order of Blue 
Goose. Still others might stake their 
claim to fame, as Mr. Daniel might, on 
being one of the most popular members 
of the insurance fraternity in Wisconsin. 
Does he? He does not. The chief en- 
gineer, wielder of the goose quill, most 
popular member, etc., bases his right to 
eternal distinction on having “got” Glas- 
gow, Scotland, over his 8-tube hetero- 
dyne set last week. 

John P. Young, Kentucky state agent 
for the New York Underwriters, is re- 
ported to be getting nicely fol- 
lowing a recent operation at a Louisville 


Some 


along 


hospital. Mr. Young is a brother ot 
Hugh Young, manager of the South- 
ern Adjustment Bureau, and is a son 


of the late Col. John Young, who was 
with the Royal when the latter had its 
headquarters for the southern depart- 
The Young brothers 
bereaved a few days ago in the 
their mother. 


were 
loss of 


Elijah R. Kennedy, of the prominent 
New York brokerage firm of Weed & 
Kennedy, and Mrs. Kennedy celebrated 
the golden anniversary of their wed- 
ding Tuesday. Sidney R. Kennedy, 
who is to become president of the 
Buffalo Insurance Company Jan. 1, is a 
son. 


LET’S DO IT 


It’s hard as the devil to finish a job, 
If we haven’t the nurve to begin it; 
We sit and we think and we jocky 
around 
While the job’s getting harder each 
minnit. 
And the more we prokrastinate, monkey 
and fuss, 
The less we will ever get done; 
So when there is sumthing we 
agents shood do 
Let’s be sure that the job is begun. 
—Phil J. Braun, Flint, Mich. 
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ENDORSE COMPULSORY PLAN 


Auto Clubs in Ohio Approve Idea, As- 
suring Fight at Coming Legislature 
on This Issue 

COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 3.—Ninety 
percent of the 68 automobile clubs in 
Ohio, members of the Ohio State Auto- 
mobile Association, have endorsed com- 
pulsory automobile liability insurance. 


68 


Officials _ of the state associations 
are said not to be in favor. of 
compulsory state insurance, but it 
is known that some of the mem- 
bers of the legislature have prepared 
bills which will turn over to the state 


the automobile liability business. Un- 
doubtedly an effort will be made at the 
coming session of the legislature to 
bring about enactment of a drivers’ li- 
cense law which it is hoped will reduce 
the number of casualties due to auto- 
mobiles. It is recognized that the re- 
quirement for insurance or for a bond 
of some kind involves many complica- 
tions 


and does not wholly meet the 
problem. Thus a non-resident in the 
state would not be affected. Moreover, 
a compulsory insurance liability law 


would not tend to prevent the accident 
but might produce the opposite results. 

The licensed driver proposal may meet 
with almost as much opposition as com- 
pulsory state automobile liability insur- 
ance. Used car dealers sell many of 
their machines to people who could not 
be classed as financially responsible or 
as careful drivers. They would oppose 


a license law. So would those who are 
operating commercial truck fleets since 
they believe that a drivers’ license law 
might increase their cost of operation 
by making it necessary to employ higher 
priced labor for handling the trucks. 

Those who been traveling over Ohio, 
meeting the new members of the legis- 
lature, declare that the next session will 
be one of the most interesting in the 
history of the state. The result of the 
recent election in Ohio does not seem 
to have been accepted by these legis- 
lators as a vote against radical legisla- 
tion. 


Ohio Separation Proceeding 


Separation is said to be proceeding in 
Ohio whenever a mixed agency is in- 
volved in a sale. The Western Union 
companies are said to take the stand 
that they are in reality making a new 
appointment when an agency is sold and 
a new party acquires an interest or 
takes complete control and that they 
are therefore free to act as in planting 
their agencies. Three agencies are re- 
ported to have become entirely Union 
recently in this way. 


Ohio Pond Plans Big Splash 


COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 2—A 
ber of fire insurance men 
to attend the meeting and 
the Ohio Blue Goose in 
day night. Upwards of 20, it is said, 
will be initiated into the mysteries of 
the organization. There will be a num- 
ber of distinguished visitors, including 
Most Loyal Grand Gander W. E. Malla- 
lieu, New York; O. B. Ryon, general 


large num- 
are expected 
initiation of 
Columbus Mon- 


counsel of the National Board, Chicago; 
Fred W. Ransom, assistant western man- 
ager of the Providence Washington, Chi- 
cago, and J. C. Wharton, ‘assistant man- 
ager the Sun, Chicago. 


Gardner Seeks Legislative Honors 


Senator Joseph Gardner of Cincinnati, 
who was a member of the 
committee in the Ohio house 
sentatives and in the last 
chairman of the insurance 
the senate, is a candidate 
publican floor leadership of the next 
senate. Senator Gardner has _ served 
seven terms in the Ohio legislature and 
will have the support of insurance men 
in his effort to obtain new honors. 


insurance 
of repre- 
term was 
committee in 
for the Re- 


Probing Columbus Blaze 
COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 


2—The state fire 
marshal has been asked to investigate 
a fire in the basement of the Wesley 
block in High street, Columbus, Sun- 
day night. Damage to the building 
amounted to about $10,000. The Christ- 
mas stocks of the Wilbur and Reisner 
stores were damaged by smoke and 
water. The scene of the fire is just 


across the street from the Liggett drug 
store, which was the scene of 


S a fire a 
few days before. 


Indorse Milwaukee Resolution 

SPRINGFIELD, O., Dec. 2—The Fire & 
Casualty Underwriters Club of Spring- 
field, at its recent regular monthly meet- 
ing, unanimously approved the Milwau- 
kee resolutions and the secretary was in- 
structed to notify trade papers and other 
associations interested. 





Reports on Clarksburg 


CLARKSBURG, W. VA., Dec. 2.—The 
National Board has issued a_ supple- 
mentary report on fire protection facili- 
ties in Clarksburg, showing the facilities 
generally weak and the conflagration 


19 





hazard high. The water supply is mainly 
adequate, but the fire department and 
alarm system are poor. Weak construc- 
tion, large areas and weak fire depart- 
ment combine to make a serious con- 
flagration hazard. The experience of 
the last four years shows a very low 
loss per capita, being $0.78, based on an 
estimated population of 30,000. 


Insuring Contingent Commissions 

CINCINNATI, O., Dec. 2—All Cincin- 
nati agencies which make a practice of 
insuring their contingent commissions 
have now made their insuring contracts 
covering 1924. Some took out the insur- 
ance to cover the period from Novy, 1 to 
the close of the year and some took out 
the insurance to cover from Dec. 1 to 
the end of the year. 


Ohio Notes 


The Service Insurance Agency of Can- 
ton, O., has been incorporated with $5,000 
capital by M. Safranek and others. 

Fire caused a loss of $75,000 in a fac- 
tory at Canton, O., which had recently 
been vacated by the Canton Art Metal 
Company. 

Clifford P. Heiskill, 
of Circleville, O., and Miss Genevieve 
Rawson of Columbus were married 
Thanksgiving. 


an insurance man 


Paul C. Kaercher, aged 52, an insurance 
man of Youngstown, O., was killed by 
carbon monoxide fumes while at work in 
his garage a few days ago. 

A fire in the plant of the Koehnline Ice 
& Coal Company at Bridgeport, O., which 


followed an explosion, caused a loss of 
$75,000. One of the Ohio river bridges 
was damaged. 


Within the next two weeks the Thomas 
A. Hanlon agency in Cincinnati will re- 
move its offices from the 8th floor of the 
First National Bank Building to the 18th 
floor of the same building. The entire 
18th floor has been taken over. This 
agency has been growing rapidly for the 
last few years and now has about 75 em- 
ployes. Its quarters on the 8th floor had 
become entirely too small. 








LOYAL TO FRIENDS, AND TO LOYAL AGENTS, LOYAL 





Neal Bassett, President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secretary 


FIREMEN’S 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Newark, N. J. 
Organized 1855 


Statement January 1, 1924 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Copitel ..... $2,250,000.00 

All other 

liabilities. . 8,181,979.10 
Net Surplus. . 4,251,619.22 
, ea $14,683,598.32 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$6,501,619.22 








Henry M. Gratz, President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-Pres. 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
Davis G. Vaughan, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


Girard F M. 


INSURANCE Co. 
of Philadelphia 


Organized 1853 


Statement, January 1, 1924 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital ... . .$1,000,000.00 

All other 
liabilities. . 2,949,854.39 
Net Surplus. . 1,075,257.03 


Total .......$5,025,111.42 


Policyholders Sur plus, 
$2,075,257.03 














Neal Bassett, President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
John A. Snyder, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secretary 


MECHANICS 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1854 


Statement, January 1, 1924 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital ..... $ 600,000.00 

All other 
liabilities. . 
Net Surplus. . 


2,208,445.09 
865,373.90 





pened $3,673,818.99 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$1,465,373.90 











H. M. Schmidt, President 
Neal Bassett, Vice-Pres. 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
Thos. A. Hathaway, Secretary 
. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


National 


Ben Franklin 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Organized 1866 


Statement, January 1, 1924 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital ..... $1,000,000.00 


All other 
liabilities. . 2,938,245.94 
Net Surplus 819,295.35 





Total Assets .$4,757,541.29 


Surplus to Policyholders 
$1,819,295.35 

















Western Department—844 Rush Street—Chicago, Illinois 


WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-President 


H. R. M. Smith, Assistant Secretary 


J. H. Gwinn, General Supt. of Agents 
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INDEPENDENT ADJUSTERS 








CENTRAL WESTERN STATES 











ILLINOIS MISSOURI 
QUINCY ADJUSTMENT 
and SERVICE BUREAU 

GEORGE C. GILL, Mgr. 

Wells Bidg. 





NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS 
BEN C. COOPER 
Adjuster 
College Bldg. OTTAWA, ILL. 


40 Years in Insurance Work 


ILLINOIS INDIANA 





R. E. MOORE 
Adjuster 
330 Peoria Life Bldg. 
PEORIA, ILL. 


H. A. HAMILTON 
Adjuster 


225 North Adams St. 
PEORIA, ILL. 








INDIANA 
Automobile Adjustments Only 
EUGENE McINTIRE 
318 American Central Life Building 
Phone Main 014 INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 





INDIANA-MICHIGAN ADJUSTMENT CO. 


ig F Kelley, Pres. American Trust Bldg. 
|. Lederer, Vice-Pres. SOUTH BEND, 
c Ww. Ginz, Sec’y and Treas. INDIANA 


This concern is well equipped to handle all kinds of losses 


Lloyd Adjustment & Service Co. 
Philip W. McDonald, Mgr. 


General Adjusters for insurance companies 
Northern Indiana, Southern Michigan 
Eastern Illinois. 


209 Union Trust Building, South Bend, Ind. 
P. O. Box 616 


GEORGE A. HENRY 


AUTOMOBILE ADJUSTMENTS ONLY 
1247 Consolidated Bidg. 











Ss. O. TRIMBLE 


AUTOMOBILE AND CASUALTY LOSSES 
A SPECIALTY 
1017-18 Lemcke Bldg. 


Indi 


| 
QUINCY, ILL. | KANSAS 


and 


IOWA | KANSAS 


KINKEL ADJUSTMENT AGENCY 
| JOHN M. KINKEL W. P. KINKEL 
Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses Adjusted 
| HUTCHINSON, KANSAS 
OKLAHOMA 


W. C. TRAVIS 
Adjuster 
| Fire, Tornado and Automobile Losses 


} PLEASANTON, KANSAS 
Mi NNESOTA 





MISSOURI 





W. H. LARKIN 
Adjuster of Automobile Losses for Insurance 
Companies 
1124 Third St., South Minneapolis, Mina. 


LYMAN HANES > 














General Adfuster for I Comp 
Geneva 2603 MINNEAPOLIS 
| MINNESOTA WISCONSIN 


CHARLES G. BATES 
General Adjuster for Companies 
30 Years’ Experience 
Plymouth Bldg. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
J. F. Main J. W. Baker 
MAIN & BAKER CO. 
General Adjusters 
506 Palace Bldg. 
MISSOURI 





Minneapolis 
KANSAS 





F. W. LITTLE, JR. 


Adjuster 
Fire and Automobile Losses 


503-505 Orear-Leslie Bldg. KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Over 30 Years’ Experience 





NEBRASKA 
W. H. HATTEROTH 
Lawyer, Adjuster (Twenty years’ experience) 
625 Peters Trust Bldg., Omaha, Neb. 


DAVID M. HOLMES 


Fire, Tornado, Automobile 
Adjustments 
—— Forks, 








No. Dakota 





OHIO 


C. L. HARRIS & COMPANY 
Claim Examiners and Adjusters 

} 616 St. Clair Ave. N. E. 

CLEVELAND 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Indianapolis, Ind. | Branch Offices: Akron, Youngstown and Toledo 


Our Service Covers Northern OHIO 


GUS. H. WINTEMBERG 
Appraisals and Adjustments of 
e Claims 
859 Leader-News Bldg. 
Cherry 1564 CLEVELAND, O. 














Cc. J. WOOLDRIDGE 


GENERAL ADJUSTER 
306 Davidson Bldg. 





NORTHERN IOWA AND SOUTHERN MINNESOTA | 


F.M. NORRIS 
Independent Adjuster 
$19 First Nat. Bank Bldg. Mason City, Iowa 


8c 





a week is the cost of The 
National Underwriter by 
annual subscription. 





| 


H. R. PORTER 

Fire, Tornado and 4 utomobile Adjustments 
708 Fourth National Bank Bldg. 

| Phone Main 253 CINCINNATI, 0. 





Sioux City, lowa ie CHAR KAN., OKLA., ARK. 


CHARLES C. COX, ADJUSTMENT CO. 
1914 


Adjustments 100% SERVICE 
Jefferson Theatre Bldg. SPRINGFIELD, MO. 
| WISCONSIN AND MICHIGAN 
DAVID LAWSON 
Fire Loss Adjustments—Wis. and North Mich. 


ver 25 years’ experience 


Room 1, Cook Block, OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN 











HENRY WENTZ, President 


The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 
Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 


The Only Ohio Company Specializing on Plate Glass Insurance. 
SERVICE TO QUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 


L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’l Agent 
Not an Experiment 











Full Coverage oe gggmiagge me Low 
Automobile, PREMIUM 
Plate Glass, §JGaclammitiy Company RATES 
and Lincoln a 
Personal Prempt Lees 
Automobile Settlements 
Accident ’ pie 
Insurance . All Policies 

Non-Assessable 

H R. Endly 

F. B. + enry 4. 


SERVES WELL, AND SAVES 
Approximatel: Milli Dollars in Assets—Writing a Million and a Quarter in Premiums 
ibe 7 Annually in Ohio Alone 








Get enough accident and health insurance? 


Full of ideas! 
Casualty Review, 1363 Insurance Exchan 





— to pw more? A ti a 
Revi an illustrated monthly magazine for accident and insurance salesmen. ° 
‘a d ten cents for = copy or $2.0@ for a year’s subscription te 


read The 
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JOIN IN FIGHT ON TAX BILL 


All Business Expected to Take Stand 
Against Proposal of State Teachers’ 
Association 


DETROIT, MICH., Dec. 2—Home 
companies in Michigan, the majority ot 
which are located in this city, are mak- 
preparations to defeat the proposed 
measures for increased taxation on out 
of state insurance companies by pre- 
senting an adequate explanation of the 
possibilities of such action, especially in 


the form of an additional tax on insur- | 


ance buyers. An active campaign in this 
connection also will be carried on by 
George Brown, secretary and director 
of publicity for the Michigan Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents. Probability 
that business organizations generally 
will line up against the proposed tax 
measure, is seen in the past week’s de- 
velopments which have been most en- 


Hands Against Plan 


This week Commissioner Hands has 
come out openly against the plan, con- 


tending that its sponsors do not realize | 


its actual effect in placing Michigan life 
and casualty companies at a disadvan- 
tage through retaliatory laws which 
would make them pay out millions of 
dollars in additional taxes in other 
states. 
Estate Association and of the Lansing 
Chamber of Commerce have also con- 
demned the teachers’ plan, particularly 
aiming at an additional inheritance levy 
which is included along with the insur- 
ance tax boost. Much difficulty is being 
encountered by teachers in obtaining 
the necessary 100,000 signatures to peti- 
tions initiating the measure and the 
teachers’ association may have difficulty 
in obtaining the proper number of signa- 
tures for filing 10 days previous to the 
convening of the legislature, Jan. 7, as 
the law stipulates. If enough signers 
are obtained, the legislature must con- 
sider the bill exactly as it appears on 
the petitions and if it does not pass it 
without amendment, goes to the voters 
at the April election. This is the first 
instance of the Michigan initiative law 
being used to launch ordinary legisla- 
tion, all other popular initiative attempts 
having been confined to constitutional 
amendments. 


Shows Erroneous Statements 


In Mr. Hands’ 


first newspaper state- 
ment against the plan, published last 
Friday, he points out erroneous state- 


ments of the tax plan’s proponents who 
declared the additional levy would not 
affect Michigan companies. He briefly 
explains the principle of retaliatory laws 
and declares that one Detroit casualty 
company alone would be forced to pay 
nearly $500,000 additional tax in other 
tates should the law be passed. His 
comparative table showing Michigan 
insurance taxes to be already as high 
or higher than those of other states will 


probably be used extensively by foes of 
the new measure. 
is virtually certain that steps 


toward organized opposition to the pro- 
posal will be taken at a meeting next 
week in Bay City of Michigan life com- 
panies. 


Recommends —— Bureau 


Commissioner T. S. McMurray, Indi- 
ana, recommends in 1 his annual report 
legislation giving the department the 
power to establish and operate a liqui- 
dation department to handle matters re- 
lating to the liquidation of insurance 
companies. He holds that such a de- 
partment can handle this 


economically, saving expense to. the 


state, policyholders and company. The 
unusually low expense results of the 
liquidation bureau of New York were 


Directors of the Michigan Real | 


| apoplexy, 


|} and had been 


liquidation | 


doubtless the source of Commissioner 
McMurray’s recommendation. 


Endorses Milwaukee Action 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Dec. 2—At its 
meeting last week the Springfield Board 
passed a resolution endorsing the action 
of thet National Association, at the Mil- 


waukee convention. The resolution was 
as follows: 
“Be it resolved, that’ the Springfield 


Board of Fire Underwriters heartily en- 
dorse the Milwaukee resolution of the 
National Association of Insurance Agents 
and pledge its unqualified support and 
allegiance to the officers of the execu- 
tive committee of the National Associa- 
tion as carrying out the principles as 
set forth in that declaration.” 


Lukens Held Bankrupt 


EVANSVILLE, IND., Dec. 2.—Horace 
M. Lukens, the Evansville local agent 
whose license was revoked on Oct. 31, in 
connection with the Evansville Band 
Mill Company case, has been declared in- 
solvent in a petition in bankruptcy filed 
against him by United States Commis- 
sioner Charles E. Harmon. The petition 
attests that Mr. Lukens owes debts to 
the amount of $18,000. His HMcense was 
revoked by Commissioner McMurray on 
the charge that he had misrepresented 
the value of the lumber yards of the 
Evansville Band Mill Company in order 
to sell insurance at a lower premium 
rate than scheduled. He was a member 
of the Lukens & Smith agency. 


Plan for “Insurance Day” 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 2.—The in- 
surance men in Indianapolis are enter- 
ing heartily into the plans for Indiana 
Insurance Day, which will be held Jan. 
20 and the full guaranty fund of $2,500 
has already been subscribed. This as- 
sures more than the financial guaranty 
of a successful convention, because it 
indicates a high degree of enthusiasm 
and cooperation on the part of Indiana 
insurance folk. 


Want Better Pressure at Saginaw 


SAGINAW, MICH., Dec. 2—Pressure in 
local water mains is to be brought up to 
a standard of 35 pounds if the city en- 
gineer, Herman H. Eymer, follows in- 
structions given him by council last 
week. George S. Crabbe, water commis- 
sioner, recommended that action be taken 
to obtain a uniform pressure at the re- 
quest of a number of industrial heads. 
It is claimed that the pressure has 
dropped ati times to such a low point 
that had a serious fire arisen, the de- 
partment might have been greatly hin- 
dered in fighting it before the situation 
could be remedied by the use of emer- 
gency pumps. 


Ypsilanti Protection Inadequate 


Another striking demonstration of in- 
adequate fire protection prevalent in a 
number of Michigan cities was presented 
at Ypsilanti Saturday evening, when the 
Masonic Temple was destroyed by fire 
with a total loss amounting to $125,000. 
The city water pressure was not suffi- 
cient to force streams to the top of the 
three story building and even with the 
help of a new pumper proved inadequate. 
The Ann Arbor fire department responded 
in a very short time, but the joint efforts 
of both departments were handicapped 
by the deficient water supply. The fire 
threatened the adjoining power station 
of the Detroit Edison Company. The 
loss was covered by insurance. 


W. M. Leedy Is Dead 


FORT WAYNE, IND., Dec. 2—William 
M. Leedy, one of the veteran local agents 


in Indiana, died at his home in Fort 
Wayne last Thursday after an illness of 
but a few hours. Mr. Leedy had been 


in ill health for the last three years and 
had previously suffered two strokes of 
but his death was sudden and 
unexpected. Mr. Leedy was 63 years old 
in the insurance business 
for 26 years. He first entered newspaper 
work, but in 1898 entered the insurance 
business and established a local agency 
in Fort Wayne. His first company was 
the American of Newark, the appoint- 
ment having been made by Charles M. 
Gorham, now manager of the western 
department of the company. In 1922 the 
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firm name was changed 
o’Keeffe, under which 
will continue in accordance with ar- 
rangements made prior to Mr. Leedy’s 
death. D. J. O’Keeffe, who will assume 
the management of the agency, is one 
of the prominent Indiana local agents 
and was elected chairman of the execu- 
tive committee at the last annual meet- 
ing of the state association. 


to Leedy & 


name the agency 


Committees Are Appointed 


William B. Reardon, special agent of 
the Camden, who was recently elected 
president of the Illinois Fire Prevention 
Association, has appointed the new com- 
mittees in preparation for the coming 
year’s work, which will begin in Jan- 
wary. The chairmen of the committees 
are as follows: Speakers’ committee, 
A. S. Jacobs, state agent of the Queen; 
scout committee, R. W. Tapper, special 
agent, Starkweather & Shepley; public 
pbuilding inspection committee, A. C. Wal- 
lace, special agent, New Hampshire; fire 
waste contest committee, C. J. Lingen- 
felder; moving picture committee, J. W. 
Harding, special agent Millers National. 

The executive committee of the IIlli- 
nois Fire Prevention Association will 
meet in Chicago next Monday to draw 
up plans for its year’s work. A town 
inspection will be arranged early in Jan- 
uary and the association will make a 
campaign in interest of the inter-cham- 
ber fire waste contest. 


Muncie Approves Milwaukee Resolution 


The Muncie, Ind., local board has gone 
upon record as approving the Milwaukee 
resolution of the National Association of 
Insurance Agents. 


Gambling Decision May Affect Insurance 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 2—Decision on 
the Bahorski anti-gambling act, now in 
force in Michigan, expected to be handed 
down this week by the state supreme 
court, has a peculiar interest for insur- 
ance men in that it has been contended 
that its provisions are so stringent as 
to make the writing of insurance an ac- 
tual felony in the state. The _ initial 
clause in the law says, in part: 


be unlawful for any person... to take 
... any money with the agree- 
ment... it will be paid... contingent 


| in 


“Tt shall | 





upon any event 
parties to be certain.” 


not known to the 


Want Oil Burners Regulated 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 2—A conference 
will probably be called in the near future 
by Charles V. Lane, chief of the fire 
marshal’s division, department of public 
safety, to take up the matter of drafting 
regulations for the installation of oil 
burning furnace attachments. Though 
no serious fires have yet been traced to 
this source in Michigan, Mr. Lane is of 
the belief that some sort of code is nec- 
essary due to the growing number of 
these contrivances in use. His plans are 
not definite as to whether he will merely 
suggest regulations for cities to incor- 
porate in their building codes or whether 
he will begin drawing up a general law 
for passage by the 1925 session of the 
legislature, convening in January. 


Illinois Notes 


Engine, boiler and sawdust rooms of 
the Rock Island Sash & Door Works were 


wrecked by an explosion and fire early the | 


morning of Dec. 1 which caused a total 
loss of $200,000. Spontaneous combustion 
in the sawdust bins where 500 tons of 
dust were loaded is believed to have 
caused the explosion. 

Fire which started in a nearby residence 
destroyed the plant of the Mound City 
Veneer Company at Mound City, Ill., Nov. 
26. The loss was estimated at $50,000. 
Fire fighting apparatus from Cairo, IIL., 
and Mounds, Ill., was rushed to the scene 
an endeavor to save the factory and 
prevent the flames from spreading to 
other sections of the city. Numerous roof 
fires were started by sparks, three resi- 
dences in various parts of the city being 
destroyed. 


Indiana Notes 


William Ohming, local agent at Michi- 
gan City, Ind., for the past 25 years, died 
Saturday. His widow will continue the 
business. 

W. W. Fulton, manager of the Indian- 
apolis branch of the Western Adjustment, 
has recovered from the severe illness 


| which he suffered several months ago and 


is again at his desk. 
Frank H. Pierson, superintendent of the 


|}engineering department of the American 


at the western department, Rockford, II1., 


|is visiting a number of agencies in Indi- 
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ana this week with State Agent James A. 
Bawden. 

A. N. Waggoner, superintendent of 
agents of the Columbian National Fire of 


Lansing, spent the holidays in Indianapo- 
lis where he was formerly located with 
the Columbian of that city. While on his 


trip, Mr. Waggoner called on a number 
of Columbian National agents. 
The Police and Firemen’s Insurance 


Association has moved into its new home 
office building at 221 East Ohio street, In- 
dianapolis. The building is but two stor- 
ies high at present but is designed for 
eight stories. The company occupies the 
second story and rents the ground floor. 

A proposition has been made to the 
town board at Cynthiana, Ind., by repre- 


sentatives of Chicago capitalists to erect 
a modern waterworks plant in that town 
that will furnish ample water for Cynthi- 
ana for many years to come. At the pres- 
ent time Cynthiana has no water system 
and the town is said to be badly in need 


of one. 

The Hensel Hotel at Milan, Ind., was 
destroyed by fire Sunday, the fire origi- 
nating from an unknown cause. The 


building and its contents were only partly 
covered by insurance. Fire departments 
from Batesville, Aurora, Lawrenceburg, 
Versailles and Osgood responded to a call 


for help and undoubtedly prevented com- 
plete destruction of an entire block. The 
Milan department had ordered new fire 


hose which was on the way. 


The old hose 
was full 


of holes and was of no service. 
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HIGHER RATES ON TORNADO 


Agents Protest Against the Sharp In- 
crease Made on Barns in South Da- 
kota Territory 


ABERDEEN, S. D., Dec. 2.—There 

considerable dissatisfaction among 
the agents over the new farm tornado 
rates on barns and outbuildings, promul- 
gated for this state. The rate is put 
at $6.50 on this class. This is due to 
the fact that South Dakota has had an 
exceedingly high tornado loss ratio. 
The companies in going over their ex- 
perience find that the ratio has run up 
to 500 percent. Nevertheless, the agents 
are not in a friendly mood about it, 
claiming that the increase is too great. 

The point is made by the companies 
that in this state, the barns and out- 
buildings to a large extent are not well 
constructed or braced, and are easily 
damaged by a windstorm. The company 
committee that has compiled the rates 
declares that the $6.50 rate is none too 
high. 

Some of the field men have been going 
over the situation and have made some 


is 


recommendations that seem to meet with 
approval, on part of the state agents. 
The field men make the following sug- 
gestions: 


1. Any farm occupied by the owner 
not to accept tornado insurance on the 
buildings only, but owner must carry a 
full coverage of tornado on buildings 
and personal property. 

2. That no stock insurance company 
carry tornado insurance: only on farm 
buildings or personal property where fire 
insurance is written in a mutual com- 
pany. 

3. That the rate on tile, brick, con- 
crete and stone out buildings be promul- 
gated the same as on farm dwellings 
and personal property. 

4. Grain elevators on farms be carried 
at the out building rate. 

5. That no farm policy be written 
covering in South Dakota on buildings 
or personal property without a 50 per- 
cent’ coinsurance clause, 

6. That no company write insurance 
against tornado covering hayracks un- 
less there is a clause in the policy stat- 
ing that no liability shall be assumed for 
hayracks without damage to exceed at 
least 25 percent damage on property of 
the same class and contained in the 
same item in the contract. 


7. We also, in considering the rate, 
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would make the suggestion that the 
dwellings and personal property be writ- 
ten at the present rate of $1.50 for five 
years and that the out buildings bé writ- 
ten at the rate of $1 a year or $3 for 
five years. 

8. That losses or damage on rubber- 
oid, board and thatched roofs be ex- 
cluded unless at least 75 percent loss 
be sustained to the building exclusive 
of the roof and above the foundation, 





TO EXTEND STATE INSURANCE 


Nonpartisan League Organ Favors 
Writing Both Fire and Life—Wants 
All Jobs for “Faithful” 





BISMA RCK, N. D., Dec. 2.—Although 
A. G. Sorlie, governor-elect of North 
Dakota, was elected to that office as the 
candidate of the Nonpartisan League, 
some hope had been felt that the state 
might have more of a business admin- 
istration than under former Nonpartisan 
League officials, as result of a state- 
ment given out recently by Mr. Sorlie 
in which he said: gor 

“I hope to be able to put North Da- 
kota and its institutions in the hands of 
business people and to remove them as 
lar as possible from politics and poli- 
ticians.” 

_Now, -however, the “North Dakota 
Nonpartisan,” official organ of the Non- 
partisan League, comes out with an 
open demand that League adherents be 
placed In every job in the gift of the ad- 
ministration “from janitor to the high 
est priced deputy.” 

_Its editorial also demands an exten- 
sion Of state activities into both fire and 
life insurance, saying in that 


connec- 
tion: 


The state of North Dakota e 
the life and fire insurance 
day it wants to. It could save policy- 
holders thirty million dollars a year by 
doing so. If policyholders were com- 
pelled to pay to the state the premiums 
they now willingly pay the old line com- 
panies it would not be necessary to levy 
a dollar of taxes in the state for any 
purpose. Furthermore, all our bonded 


debt could be paid without levying any 
taxes. ; 


an go into 
business any 


The “pie counter” editorial makes an 
especially vicious attack on Commis- 
sioner Olsness, who has generally been 
classed as a Nonpartisan League adher- 
ent, tor failure to fill all positions in his 
department with Nonpartisan Leaguers 
and appointing members of the Inde- 
pendent Voters Association, the organ- 
ization which has opposed the N¢ 
tisan League in North Dakota. 
portion of the editorial says: 


npar- 
That 


For several years Commissioner Ols- 
ness of the insurance department has al- 
lowed the hail insurance department to 
employ IVA’s and he has defended this 
policy by saying there is no politics in 
his department. 

Piffe! If there is no politics in his 
department, then it is high time he was 
putting some in it. Much of the criti- 
cism that has been directed at his office 
is the direct result of the vacillating 
namby-pamby policy of keeping it out 
of politics. If his department is to be 
the success it should be he should have 
employes who are Nonpartisans, fight- 
ing Nonpartisans, who believe in the 
Nonpartisan programme and are ready 
to fight for it to a finish. With such 
employes new life would be put in the 
department; there would be a pride in 
making it a success that is now lacking 
It is said that a large number of hail 
adjusters are IVAs. What’s the big 
idea? Are there no Nonpartisans avail- 
able—men who believe in the hail in- 
surance law and want to make it a 
success? When a man starts in business 
he does not employ people who have 
been working for or who believe in the 
success of his opponent. Not on your 
life. If he did, he would not last long. 


Effect Truce On Expirations 


LA CROSSE, WIS., Dec. 1—A truce 
has been effected between the North- 
western National and James J. Saltz & 
Son, its former representatives in this 
city, under the terms of which the com- 
pany agrees not to seek the renewals of 


business placed with it by the agency in | 


question before Jan. 1. Meantime a 


representative of the Wisconsin Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents is to visit 
La Crosse and assist in the formation 
of a local board, to which a solution of 
the differences between the North- 
western National and the Saltz agency 
will be entrusted. 





Can’t Waive Hail Penalty 


BISMARCK, N. D., Dec. 2.—According 
to a ruling of the attorney general's 
office no authority is given county treas- 
urers to waive penalty and interest on 
delinquent taxes. This ruling was made 
after it was reported that several treas- 
urers were failing to collect penalty and 
interest. The ruling says in part: 

“Section 10 of the hail insurance law, 
expressing the will of the legislature, 
specifically provides that on March 1 a 
penalty of 5 percent shall attach to de- 
linquent hail taxes, and on June 1 fol- 
lowing, an additional penalty of 2 per- 
cent, and on Nov. 1 an additional penalty 
of 3 percent, with specific direction that 
the same shall be collected by the county 
treasurer of each county. It is, there- 
fore, our opinion that the county treas- 
urer has no power and no authority to 
refuse or fail to collect penalty or inter- 
est upon delinquent taxes. The same is 
true as to the county commissioners.” 


Deny Rehearing in Egan Case 


The South Dakota supreme court has 
denied the petition for a rehearing in 
the suit brought by George W. Egan’s 
trustee in bankruptcy against the Fire- 
men’s of Newark, to recover the insur- 
ance involved on the fire at Al Fresco 
Park several years ago. 

This decision, it is understood, prac- 
tically terminates the litigation to re- 
cover the insurance on the building. The 
supreme court held in its decision handed 
down several months ago that the Egan 
estate was not entitled to recover and 
the plaintiff applied for a rehearing. The 
denial of the rehearing means that the 
original decision stands. : 

The suit against the Firemens was 
one of several which were brought by 
Mr. Egan following the fire, in which 
the hotel building at Al Fresco Park was 
completely destroyed and was agreed 
upon as a test case. 





Directed Verdict in Forest Fire Case 


DULUTH. MINN., Dec. 2—A directed 
verdict in favor of the defendants was 
ordered by Judge Clenahan in the dis- 
trict court here in the case of E. J. Pet- 
erson vs. United States Railroad Admin- 
istration, the Soo Railroad, the Pine Tree 
Mnufacturing Company and C. A. Moody. 
Peterson sued for $5,250 damages as & 
result of the October, 1918, forest fires, 
in which it was alleged his property was 
destroyed by fire caused by the defend- 
ant railway company’s locomotives. The 
suit was considered a test case for some 
100 other claims in the McGregor district. 
The trial had lasted two weeks. A 60- 
day stay to appeal the decision was 
granted ‘tio the plaintiff. With the bring- 
ing to trial of 26 other suits arising from 
the 1918 forest fires at the district court 
at Duluth next month it is hoped to wind 
up litigation arising from the disaster. 





Business Good at Duluth 


DULUTH, MINN., Dec. 2.—An increas- 
ing business in all kinds of insurance {s 
reported here. Business was given 
impetus and renewed optimism by the 
election, all company representatives 
have agreed. Renewals are large and a 
large volume of automobile insurance 1s 
being written. An exceedingly prosper- 
ous year is forecast in the insurance 
field in northern Minnesota. 


Good Fire Prevention Results 


DULUTH, MINN., Dec. 2—Officers of 
the Duluth fire safety and accident pre- 


+ vention committee are planning to con- 


duct an active campaign next year. It 
is claimed that substantial results were 
attained through the present year’s cam- 
paign in reduced fire and accident claims 
in the commercial and industrial dis- 
tricts of the city. The putting out of 
several incipient fires that might have 
entailed heavy losses to the insurance 
companies, through private fire appa- 
ratus having been installed in the build- 
ings as a result of representations made 
by inspectors appointed by the commit- 
tee to visit premises in the downtown 
district was reported. Fire losses in the 
residential districts of Duluth were light 
during the past year and agents figure 
that the insurance companies were gen- 
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erally able to show a good ratio of profits 
on that class of business. 


Agency Merger at Milwaukee 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 2—Consoli- 
dation of the insurance agencies of R. C. 
Mueller, Jr.. and Kremers & Matthews 
of this city has been announced by offi- 
cials of the new combine. Negotiations 
for the merger began shortly after the 
death of Mr. Mueller, which occurred in 
August of this year. The new firm will 
be known as the Kremers-Martin-Muel- 
ler Agency, the principals being C. A. 
Kremers, Ralph L. Martin and Mrs. Louise 
Mueller. The C. A. Kremers Agency was 
established in 1898 and later became the 
Kremers & Matthews Agency. The R. C. 
Mueller, Jr., Agency was founded in 1906. 
Fred F. Gordon, state agent for the Bos- 
ton and Old Colony, who maintained 
offices in the R. C. Mueller, Jr., Agency, 
will retain desk space with the consoli- 
dated firm. 


Arson Suspect Makes Bond 


CRANDON, WIS., Dec. 2—J. J. Hoemke, 
secretary-treasurer of the Northern 
Woodenware Company of this city, who 
has been held in county jail on a charge 
of arson in connection with the burning 
of the company plant in December, 1923, 
has been released on bail of $2,000. 
Hoemke is said by William Greenwald, 
deputy state fire marshal, to have crossed 
electric wires in the plant so as to cause 
a short circuit, later charging the wires 
by throwing a switch after employes had 
left. The fire cost insurance companies 
about $81,000. At the time of the fire, 
liabilities of the company were said to 
have been $128,000. The company went 
bankrupt shortly after the fire. 


Paying Hail Claims 
PIERRE, 8S. D., Dec. 2—First warrants 
in payment of the 1924 state hail insur- 
ance claims are moving out of the state 
hail commissioner’s office and will con- 
tinue until all claims have been paid, 
which will be about Jan. 1, according to 

Commissioner W. N. Van Camp. 


South Dakota October Losses 


PIERRE, S. D., Dec. 2.—Twenty-two 
counties of this state have reported to 
W. N. Van Camp, state fire marshal, fire 
losses totaling $55,433 for the month of 
October. 

Property 
sured for 
the fires, 


valued at $206,401 and in- 
$115,996 was endangered by 
the report said. 


Trust Official Duluth Speaker 


DULUTH, MINN., Dec. 2.—J. W. Lyder, 
president of the Northern Trust Com- 
pany, spoke on “The relation of insur- 
ance to trust matters” at last week’s 
meeting of the Duluth Underwriters’ As- 
sociation. Mr. Lyder pointed out the 
benefits of fire and life insurance as a 
security for loans to finance 
enterprises. 


business 


Inspect Fargo Garages 

FARGO, N. D., Dec. 2.—Inspection of 
all garages and repair shops in Fargo 
is to be made by Chief J. W. Sutherland 
of the Fargo fife department and George 
Hargrave, city building inspector, to de- 
termine the condition regarding fire 
hazard. According to City Attorney 
Shure, several garages are violating a 
city ordinance which provides that no 
people shall be allowed to live over any 
garage or repair shop where gasoline is 
kept in cars or in storage, unless the 
building be absolutely fireproof. 





Inspection at Rugby, N. D. 


There were 303 recommendations made 
at Rugby, N. D., for lessening of fire 
hazards in 74 of 77 buildings inspected 
by 16 members of North Dakota Fire 
Prevention Association under the aus- 
pices of the Rugby fire department. 
Suggestions as to improvement's in con- 
Struction and upkeep were made, it 
being pointed out that increased fire 
rates might be imposed if changes were 
not made. Most of the changes sug- 
gested are of a minor nature. 


Turn Down: State Insurance 


CHIPPEWA FALLS, WIS., Dec. 2.— 
The county board has killed by a very 
decisive vote the proposal to change the 
insurance on county buildings from the 
agency system to the state fund. The 
proposal was introduced some months 
ago, but went over without action at 
that time. The board went on record as 


favoring legislation compelling all auto- 
mobile owners to provide themselves 
with bonds or insurance as a protection 
to the public and a copy of the resolu- 
tion will be sent to the legislature. 
Representatives of both the local agents 
and the state fund were heard during 
the discussion. 





More Closed Banks Pay Dividends 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D., Dec. 2—Two of 
the closed banks of Sioux Falls will pay 
dividends before Christmas. The Sioux 
Falls Trust & Savings Bank will pay 10 
percent Dec. 20 and the Dakota Trust & 
Savings Bank plan to pay 25 percent 
about Dec. 15, is the word received by 
the banking department. This means 
that about $1,000,000 will be paid out in 
this part of the state before Christmas. 
Other South Dakota closed banks to pay 
out are Bushnell, 20 percent, and Martin, 
S. D., 20 percent, according to John Hir- 
ing, state superintendent of banking. 


Makes Hail Coverage Ruling 


PIERRE, S. D., Dec. 2—The supreme 
court, in the case of Filback vs. Van 
Camp, recently denied the right of a 
crop raiser to wait until hail had struck 
his crop and then make his application 
and demand payment. The case was filed 
on the theory that the crop owner need 
not list his crop, but if hail came he 
could pay the premium and claim his 
insurance. The case was decided against 
the claimant and his petition for rehear- 
ing has been denied. 





Freak Wind Damage 


RAPID CITY, S. D., Dec. 2—A “baby” 
tornado came tearing down Sowboy hill, 
selected the roof of the Warren-Lamb 
planing mill to play with, lifted it high 
in the air, shook it about, then threw 
it into the log pond 250 feet away, a 
shattered wreck. This was the only in- 
jury done to buildings and no one was 
hurt, although the roof sailed over the 
heads of teams and workmen and there 
were many narrow escapes. 





Cite Oil Burner Hazard 


MINNEAUOLIS, MINN., Dec. 2.—The 
increasing hazard of the oil burner, both 
in residence and business risks, was cited 
following the fire here last week which 
destroyed a home, driving the occupants 
to the street. The fire was believed to 
have been started by a defective oil 
burner. 


Wisconsin Mutual Quits 


The heaviest fire loss in its history the 
past year is given as cause for the ac- 
tion of the board of directors of the 
Northwestern Mutual of Juneau, Wis., in 
dissolving the corporation and reinsur- 
ing its business with the Presidential 
Fire & Marine of Chicago. 

The Northwestern Mutual of Juneau 
was organized in 1912 as the Motor Ve- 
hicle Insurance Company, later merging 
with the Northwestern Cheesemakers’ 
Mutual, one of the oldest organizations 
of its kind in Wisconsin. 


Bureau Bowlers Win Turkeys 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 2—Art least 
eight members of the force of the Wis- 
consin Inspection Bureau here dined on 
turkey Thanksgiving Day, because of the 
bowling prowess of said members. The 
staff of the bureau sponsored a bowling 
tournament Nov. 24, in which 36 mem- 
bers of the bureau force participated. 
Handicaps were numerous and respons!- 
ble for much turkey eating by members 
who otherwise would probably have dined 
on duck or chicken. Six prizes were 
awarded to the men, 23 of whom parti- 
cipated, while two prizes were given the 
women, 13 women bowlers taking part. 
Highest honors went to Miss Theresa 
Karvel of the rating department, who 
rolled a net score of 377, and second 
honors to Miss Josephine Polezynski, 
with a net score of 336 pins. Winners 
in the men’s division were Edward Sis- 
son, 552; Gilbert Mann, 543; M. J. Hyde, 
539; M. I. Parker, 538; E. H. Bornheimer, 
531; C. J. Timbers, 536. An egg was 
awarded, with much flourishing of 
trumpets, to H. S. Manson, whose score 
of 318 net’ took the booby prize. 


Dakota Notes 


Much of the business section of Wak- 
pala, S. D., was destroyed by fire which 
swept the town Wednesday night and in- 
flicted damage that will probably total 
$50,000. 
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was destroyed by an early morning fire 


| which incurred a loss estimated at $20,- 


000. Insurance of $10,000 was carried on 
the building and $1,000 on furniture and 
fixtures. 

Fire caused by a short circult in the 
Switch box destroyed the Kenmare sub- 
station of the United Power Company of 
Columbus, N. D., with a loss estimated at 
approximately $35,000, partly covered by 
insurance. Three large steam engines 
i A te the equipment destroyed in 
the fire. 


The Wakpala Emporium, owned by W. 


| M. Chambers and C. W. Buchanan, suf- 


fered the greatest loss in a recent $50,000 
fire at Wakpala, 8S. D. The Wakpala Ba- 
zaar, owned by J. M. Scharr, is a total 


|}loss. The pool hall of E. B. Forte was 
| destroyed. The postoffice was burned but 


the records were found intact in the safe. 


Wisconsin Notes 


Clayton G. Morgan, veteran local agent 
of Oakfield, Wis., died at his home there 
following a heart attack. Mr. Morgan 
was 67 years of age. 

H. C. Inenfeldt and L. A. Hardy have 
merged their local agencies at Menomi- 
nie, Wis., under the name of the Menomi- 
nie Insurance Agency, thus resuming a 
business relationship which was_ broken 
four years ago when Mr. Hardy left the 
office in which he had been interested for 
ten years to go on the road for one of his 
companies, 

Fred F. Gordon, one of the best known 
field men in Wisconsin, has returned to 
his work after five weeks of inactivity 
occasioned by a severe illness. Although 
he has not completely recovered from the 
effects of his sickness, Mr. Gordon is re- 
suming his office work and will later take 
to the road. He is state agent for the 
Boston in Wisconsin. 

W. C. Schroeder has purchased the Al- 
fred M. Weyker Insurance Agency at 
Sturgeon Bay, Wis., and has changed the 
name of the organization to W. C. Schroe- 


der Insurance Agency, Inc. All companies 

|represented by the Weyker organization 
| have been retained. Mr. Weyker will re. 
move to Milwaukee where he will con- 
tinue in the insurance business in a ca. 
pacity not yet determined. 

Three masked men recently set fire to 
the Raymond Lumber Company plant at 
Tomahawk, Wis., after making captives of 
the night watchman and his son. Several 
of the large lumber piles were saturated 
with kerosene and set fire, according to 
the police, the flames spreading rapidly to 
| the planning mill. The total damage was 
estimated at $40,000, only $9,000 of which 
| was covered by insurance. 

Fire which broke out in the five-story 
building at Tenth and Chestnut streets, 
Milwaukee, in the Pabst Corporation in- 
dustrial area, was effectively checked by 
the automatic sprinkler system of the 
building. The fire broke out in the top 
floor of the building, occupied by the 
Great Western Knitting Company, sup- 
posedly from spontaneous combustion. 
When firemen arrived the sprinkler sys- 
tem had the fire nearly extinguished. The 
damage, mostly from water, amounted to 
about $20,000. 


Minnesota Notes 


By a quick run and the use of their 
chemical apparatus and water Duluth 
firemen prevented a_ serious fire that 
started in the Sloan block in the West 
End business district last week. The fire 
broke out from an unknown cause in the 
upper floor, but was checked before it 
spread to the stores below. The loss has 
been adjusted at $10,000. 

The Minnesota supreme court in a deci- 
sion filed Nov. 28 sustains the Dodge 
county district court in denying a new 
trial to William Witt of Dodge Center, 
found guilty of third degree arson and 
given a maximum sentence of three years 
in state prison. The jury found him 
guilty of setting fire to a vacant building 
in his home town Oct. 2, 1922. 
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A. L. M’CORMACK’S NEW POST 


St. Louis Manager of Western Adjust- 
meni to Become Vice-president 
of Crane Agency 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Dec. 3—A. L. 
McCormack, manager of the St. Louis 
branch of the Western Adjustment 
Company, has resigned that position, 
effective Jan. 1, to become vice-presi- 
dent and executive manager for the 
Charles L. Crane Agency Company of 
St. Louis. Charles L. Crane, head of 
the agency, will be enabled to devote 
considerable more time to his personal 
business, being relieved of many ex- 
ecutive details through the coming into 
his organization of Mr. McCormack. 

The new vice-president of the Crane 
agency is considered one of the most 
successful of the younger insurance men 
of the central west. He has had a 
varied insurance experience that well 
fits him for his new duties. Shortly 
after leaving school he entered the em- 
ploy of W. M. Byrne, now a member of 
the firm of Lawton-Byrne-Bruner In- 
surance Agency Company of St. Louis 
His first job was a minor position but 
he gradually worked himself upward. 
Later he went with the American Cen- 


tral Fire of St. Louis and for some time 
was Ohio state agent for that company. 

Eight years ago he joined the Western 
Adjustment as assistant manager and 
on Oct. 1, 1922, was made manager of 
the St. Louis office, the largest in the 
company’s organization outside of Chi- 
cago. In that post he quickly demon- 
strated high executive ability and 
quickly brought the organization up to 
a high state of efficiency. 

Just what duties he will assume in the 
Crane agency have not been fully de- 
termined, but they will be such to 
realize to a maximum extent on the 
executive qualities he demonstrated first 
as state agent in Ohio for the American 
Central and later as St. Louis manager 
for the Western Adjustment. 


NEBRASKANS BACK PRINCIPLES 
State Association Endorses Code of 


National Association—Other Im- 
portant Business Up 





LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 2.—Unani- 
mous endorsement of the declaration of 
principles adopted by the national ex- 
ecutive committee was given by the 
executive committee of the Nebraska 
Association of Insurance Agents held at 
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Lincoln last week. It was attended by 
President C. T. Flower of Grand Island, 
Secretary Fred E. Groth of Lincoln and 
L. B. Clark and M. C. Rathburn of 
Lincoln and F. T. B. Martin of Omaha. 

The resolution adopted pledges the 
support of the Nebraska association and 
the agents rerpesented in the organiza- 
tion to the proposition that it is incon- 
sistent and undesirable for any member 
of the association to represent any com- 
pany w hen the practice of such company 
is in violation of recognized agency 
rights as outlined in the Milwaukee 
resolution. 

The committee also passed a resolu- 
tion emphasizing the desirability of Ne- 
braska being represented in an official 
way at the coming annual convention of 
the National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners, and suggested to Gov- 
ernor Bryan that he would be doing the 
insurance industry excellent service if, 
as head of the Nebraska department, he 
attended; or if he found that inadvisable 
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or impossible that he send Mrs. Mary 
A. Fairchild, who has the department in 
direct charge, and who is now a member 
of two of the important committees. 

The committee devoted some time to 
discussing the internal affairs of the 
association, the matter of fixing dues 
and the relations of the state to the 
National Association. A number of local 
fire insurance men attended a luncheon 
at the chamber of commerce given the 
visiting members. While no action was 
taken, the matter of a head of the state 
insurance department for the next two 
years was discussed. The _ general 
opinion was an appreciation of the serv- 
ices of Mrs, Fairchild in operating the 
department under difficulties, not the 
least of which is the lack of sufficient 
appropriations to enable it to serve the 
public and the insurance business effec- 
tively and completely. 


PUSH FARM FIRE PROTECTION 


Movements Launched in Iowa Expected 
by Insurance Men to Have Far 
Reaching Results 


DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 2.—Farmers 
in Bremer county, la., held a rousing 
meeting at Waverly last week, follow- 
ing a mass meeting the previous week 
at which time State Fire Marshal Tracy 
went over the question of fire hazards 
and fire prevention in detail. Following 
this meeting the farmers present took a 
definite stand for organized fire pro- 
tection. D. D. Offring, county crop 
agent and spokesman for the Farm 
Bureau, presided at the meeting. 

City Will Cooperate 


A committee of farmers, previously 
appointed, reported that the city council 
of Waverly is willing to render all pos- 
sible assistance and offered the farmers 
free space in the fire station for storing 
their equipment when purchased. The 
Waverly fire department offered to drive 
the fire truck anywhere in the country if 
highways were in a condition to justify 
the effort. It was shown that with the 
graveled highways in that section there 
are not many times in the course of the 
year when it would be impracticable to 
drive a fire truck. This committee fur- 
ther reported that the plans outlined had 
been very successful in all counties 
where a trial had been made. It was 
voted to raise $3,000 to finance the 
movement and most of this was sub- 
scribed at the meeting. 

This action on the part of the farmers 
is regarded by insurance men to have a 
far reaching influence in avoiding fire 
losses in rural communities. Thus far 
farmers have been helpless in averting 
disaster when fires broke out, but with 
this organized effort for protection, 
which also means a greater interest in 
keeping the highways open in the winter 
when drifting snows impede traffic. The 
fact that the Farm Bureau is back of 
the movement at Waverly is significant, 
in that it points to a similar policy 
extending to all sections of the state, an 
entering wedge in what it is believed 
will be a state wide movement. 


Drafting St. Louis Changes 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Dec. 3.—The first 
step toward carrying out the provisions 
of the new St. Louis agreement on 
commissions, etc., was taken Tuesday 
evening when the constitution and by- 
laws committee of the Fire Underwrit- 
ers Association of St. Louis met to 
draft the changes in the constitution 
and by-laws of that organziation neces- 
sary to carry out the new plan. 

The proposed changes will be incor- 
porated in the rules of the organization 
and submitted to the executive commit- 
tee and later to the body as a whole for 
approval. This will take some little 
time so that it will be about Jan. 1 
before the rules become effective. 

The members of the constitution and 
by-laws committee of the association 
are: L. E. Bright, Lawton - Byrne- 
3runer Agency Company, chairman; C. 
J. Kehoe, F. D. Hirschberg & Co.; C. 
H. Morrili, Markham & Co.; F. C. Case, 


Case & Thomas, and Charles G. Perrie, 
Crane Agency. 


Much Interest in Fire Prevention 


DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 2—State Fire 
Marshal Tracy reports an increased in- 
terest in fire prevention in various sec- 
tions of the state. The work of the 
State Fire Prevention Association is hav- 
ing good results in creating a wholesome 
public sentiment favorable to careful in- 
spection and the removal of fire hazards. 

Fire losses in Iowa this year have run 
about $600,000 per month for the first 
nine months. If this rate is continued, 
Mr. Tracy says, the fire losses, though 
inordinately high, will be $500,000 less 
than in 1923. Fire losses for 1923 were 
$1,927,044 less than in 1922, when Iowa 
had the heaviest fire loss since records 
have been kept. 

Reduction in fire waste is attributed 
by Marshal Tracy to the strengthening 
of fire departments all over the state, 
fire prevention activities, educational 
work and vigorous prosecutions and in- 
spections. 

Des Moines losses for 1924 will be 
much larger than for 1923. The report 
to Sept. 1 shows losses of $379,000 com- 
pared to $334,000 for the entire year 1923. 
In 1922 losses in the city were $641,000. 


Iowa Department’s Big Receipts 


DES MOINES, TA., Dec. 2—The annual 
report of Commissioner Kendrick, re- 
cently submitted to the governor, shows 
that last vear receipts of the department 
were $1,201,659.97 and its total cost of 
doing business was $55,799.50, leaving an 
excess of income over expenses of $1,145,- 
896.47, which was turned over to the 
state treasurer. The department has 
taken in more than $1,000,000 a year for 
several years. Its cost of doing business 
is around 5 percent of the net annual 
income. Last year the cost was 4.64 
percent, against 5.46 percent the year 
before. 

The largest item of receipts is that of 
taxes paid by companies licensed in 
Iowa which totaled $1,.080.578.44 last vear. 
Agents’ license fees last year amounted 
to $96, 383. 30, > ane the someones paid ex- 


Council Bluffs Agency Change 


The McCarter Insurance Agency in 
Council Bluffs has been sold to the H. W. 
Binder Agency. Mr. McCarter purchased 
the old R. B. Wallace Agency at re- 
ceiver’s sale. It was one of the old 
established insurance organizations in 
western Iowa. The transfer of its busi- 
ness, so successfully conducted by Mr. 
McCarter, to the Binder people concen- 
trates large interests and unifies insur- 
ance activities in that section. The con- 
solidated agency also has an office in 
Omaha. It is understood Mr. McCarter 
will continue with the organization. 


Has Clear Field at Sioux Rapids 


Cc. H. Tyrrell of Sioux Rapids, Ta., has 
nurchased the insurance agency of J. W. 
Wright in that city and consolidated it 
with his own, which gives him a clear 
field in the insurance business in that 
community. Some years ago Mr. Tyrrell 
built up a fine insurance business, but 
failing health twice forced him to re- 
linquish it. Upon recovery of his health 
he now assumes a larger responsibility 
with an enlarged clientele. He is rated 
as one of the best posted and most suc- 
cessful agents in northwestern Iowa. 
He has always been a fire prevention 
booster and through his personal solici- 
tation the city council of Sioux Rapids 
on several occasions has ordered the 
removal of fire hazards. 


See Good Business in Kansas 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 2.—Kansas has 
just had one of the best wheat crops in 
years and is now harvesting a very good 
corn crop. Insurance men in Kansas are 
looking for a wonderful farm business 
this winter and next year. When the 
farmer has the money he is a good cash 
buyer of all insurance coming within his 
needs. 


Firebug in Wayne County, Neb. 


A firebug has been operating in Wayne 
county, Neb., for the last two months, 
and despite traps set to catch him and 
investigation by state officers. he has es- 
caped detection. In that period of time 
fourteen cases of arson have been re- 
ported, the last one Nov. 25, when a gra- 
nary on the Cross farm was destroyed. 
Most of the buildings have been barns, 
and all of the fires have been started 


around midnight. The belief of insur- 
ance agents is that the firebug is men- 
tally unbalanced, as there is no method 
in his work, but outbuildings indiscrimi- 
nately have been fired. In one instance 
the firebug closed barn doors to prevent 
escape of animals sheltered in them, and 
in another case pushed an auto inside. 


St. Louis Blue Goose Swim 


Ganders of the Mississippi Valley Pond 
of the Blue Goose will hold a Christmas 
swim on the banks of the Missouri-Mis- 
sissippi at St. Louis, Dec. 8 The affair 
will be held at the Coronado hotel and 
will take the form of a dinner dance. 
A large attendance is assured by early 
reservations sent in to B. C. Faherty, 
wielder of the goose quill of the pond, 


Report on Clinton 
CLINTON, IA., Dec. 2.—The report of 


the National Board on Clinton shows the 
water supply mainly reliable and ade- 
quate, the fire department fairly well 
equipped but seriously weak in men, and 
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-Iysunance ComPaNyor New HAVEN: 


CASH CAPITAL, $500,000.00 


HE East and West Insurance Company, the Companion 

Company of the Security Insurance of New Haven, Conn 

has been well received in the field by local agents. The Secur- 

ity has made a reputation for promptness, liberality and 

service in connection with its agents. The same policy is 
adopted for the East & West. 


The East and West has been entered in all the states in 
which the Security operates. In additition to its capital of 
$500,000 it has a net surplus of like amount. It writes the 
same lines that the Security does. The East and West will 
have the advantage of the long experience of the Security. The 
same official staff and department managers and the same field 
men are guiding the destinies of both companies. Thus the 
East and West is assured of a capable experienced and aggressive 
management. 


Western Department 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 
Walter D. Williams, Manager 














the fire alarm system inadequate and of 
little use. The report states that the 
conflagration hazard is severe in the 
principal mercantile district, due to 
weak construction and undermanned 
fire department. General conditions, 
however, should confine the 
block of origin. The gross fire loss for 
the last five years has been $213,053. The 
average annual number of fires per 1,000 
was 9.3, a very high number, and the 
average loss per capita was $2.55, a mod- 
erate figure. 


Memorial for J. B. Bush 


KANSAS CITY, MO., Dec. 2.—A 


memorial on the death of John B. Bush | 


was prepared by a special committee of 
the Blue Goose appointed by Most Loyal 
yander Firman D. White. This memorial 
has been engrossed and presented to 
Mrs. Bush. The committee was com- 
posed of W. O. Woodsmall, chairman; C. 
W. Fort, W. F. Sweazea, G. J. Giersberg 
and E. D. Marr. 


Nebraska Blue Goose 


OMAHA, NEB., Dec. 
meeting of the Nebraska Blue Goose 
was addressed by Sam C. Carroll, for- 
merly claim attorney for the Kansas in- 
surance department, now superintendent 
of claims of the Mutual Benefit Health 
& Accident of Omaha. Mr. Carroll cited 
numerous examples of the breadth of 
liability extended by the courts in _inter- 
pretation of policy contracts and agents’ 
powers of binding the companies. 

Leo. G. Allen, state agent of the Na- 
tional Union presided. F. E. Nolan, spe- 
cial agent of the Phoenix of Hartford, 


2.—This week's 


fire to the | 


was named as chairman for Dec. 15, 
Herbert Lindquist, state agent of the 
Aetna, chairman for Dec. 8, announced 
that the speaker for that day would be 
F. C. Preston, manager of the Omaha 
Community Chest. Mr. Preston will out- 
line the work of the Community Chest 
and the 29 organizations supported in 
their charity work by the fund. 


Many Nebraska Candidates 


OMAHA, NEB., Dec. 2.—Frank J. 
Hirsch, for some time state agent of the 
Atlas, and until Dec. 1 with McCall 


Omaha, is making an ac- 
appointment as head of 
insurance department. 
Examiners Patton and Campbell are 
candidates and the last week has devel- 
oped the campaigns of Archie C. Evans, 
Lincoln special agent of the Columbia 
Fire Underwriters, and Merrick Lease, 
an independent adjuster at Omaha. 


Meeker & Co., 
tive canvass for 
the Nebraska 


Iowa Notes 


Peter E. McGinn, prominent local agent 
at New Hampton, Ia., and former Chick- 
asaw county auditor, committed suicide 
Nov. 26 by drinking carbolic acid. 

The commission house and stock of the 
O. B. West Company at Des Moines, suf- 
fered $50,000 fire loss Nov. 27 when illu- 
minating gas escaping from a heater in 
the banana room added to flames started 
from a cross-circuit in a motor. Insur- 
ance covers the greater part of the dam- 
age. 


Nebraska volunteer firemen are making 
preparations for the annual state conven- 
held at Hastings Jan. 


tion, which is to be 
20-22. Upwards of 1,000 delegates are 
expected to be present. 








ST. ATES OF THE SOUTHWE 


EST 











URGES SUPPORT OF BOARDS 


Oklahomans Petition Louisville Agency 
to Stand Back of This Important 
Movement 


OKLA., Dec. 
Associated Fire 


OKLAHOMA CITY, 

—At a meeting of the 
& Casualty Underwriters of Oklahoma 
City last Saturday, it was decided to 
have a letter written in the association’s 
name and sent to the Jefferson, Noyes 
& Embry agency, of Louisville, Ky., cal- 
culated to encourage this agency to ‘re- 
tain membe rship in the Louisville Board, 
from which it has been suspended for a 
period of 60 days. It is to be pointed 
out to the Jefferson, Noyes & Embry 
agency that organized insurance every- 
where is greatly interested in its decision 
and the hope was expressed that it would 
do nothing that might weaken the Louis- 
ville organization, but to stand squarely 
for its rules and principles, to maintain 


which so many sacrifices have already 
been made. 

W. S. Hoopes, field secretary for the 
National Association, was a guest at 
the meeting and made a brief talk. He 
encouraged the Oklahoma City mem- 
bers, commending their interest and the 
success of their organization. When he 


arrived in Oklahoma City, a week ago 

Mr. Hoopes said he found 60 percent 
of the local board members were mem- 
bers of the state and National Associa- 
tions. Now he reports 75 percent 
claiming membership. He finds an en- 
thusiasm above the average in the city, 
and attributes it to the sound basis upon 
which the local association is operating, 
he said. In the immediate vicinity of 
Oklahoma City, the small towns he has 
visited reflect the effects of the recent 
state convention. From the districts 
which sent delegates to the convention 
he finds considerable interest and en- 
thusiasm, but in those which had no 
representation at the annual conference, 
he finds more or less lethargy in or- 
ganizing. 


as 


Inspection of Duncan, Okla. 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Dec. 2.— 
One hundred precent cooperation was 
given by the city officials, fire depart- 
ment, schools and civic clubs to the fire 
prevention demonstration staged by the 
Oklahoma Fire Prevention Association 
at Duncan last week, according to John 
C. Dulaney, president. The mayor and 


secretary of the Chamber of Commerce 
personally accompanied officials through- 
out the entire two days inspections, and 
every assistance was accorded. 
Mrs. N. Landers staged the fire 
vention play by the school children be- 
fore one of the largest audiences that 
has ever witnessed the performance in 
the state. The Kiwanis Club entertained 
the fire prevention officials at luncheon 
Tuesday noon and the Rotary Club, Wed- 
nesday. The _ principal sakers were 
Mr. Dulaney, James Atkinson, secretary; 
Guy H. Fuller, president of the Fuller 
Adjustment Company, and Mrs. Landers. 


pre- 


spe 


Chandler Has Unusual Record 


CHANDLER, OKLA., Dec. 3.—An un- 
usual fire record has been established by 


Chandler, a town of a little more than 
3,000 inhabitants, with one fire alarm 
every three months recorded as the av- 
erage. Dan Wilson, driver of the fire 
department for the past 16 years, has 
missed but one call, a false alarm turned 
in while he was away on a vacation. He 
still worries about it because he said it 
might have been a real fire and he would 
not have been there to do his part. Mr. 
Wilson declared that he has known the 
town to go six months without a single 
alarm. 


Blame Static for Gin Fires 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 2.—Gin fires in 
Texas, particularly west Texas, have 
been very prevalent this season, and 
there is much speculation as to the 
cause, for the excellent cotton crop has 
caused a good ginning season. Many 


which resulted 
is a revival of 


occurred, 
and there 


flash fires have 
in total losses, 


the question of wiring gins against 
static electricity, and it is possible that 
a movement may develop to give a credit 


in the rate for this protection. 


Goes With United Fidelity Life 


| oe 2 
advertising 
Union Fire 
of Dallas, 
Fidelity Life 
agents, 


Jasper, for six years sales and 
manager of the Fidelity 
and Fidelity Union Casualty 
Tex., has joined the United 
of Dallas as supervisor of 


Oklahoma October Losses 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Dec. 2.— 
Although figures reveal a greater fire 
loss in Oklahoma in October this year 
than the same month last year, the gen- 
eral average of loss is less, according 
to John Carroll, assistant fire marshal. 
There were 149 fires in October, 1924, 
aggregating a loss of $288,672; and last 
October 97 conflagrations were reported, 
involving a loss of $116,854. The figures 
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this year are augmented by the very 
heavy loss on cotton gins and com- 
presses, incumbent upon the very large 
cotton crop. The ratio of loss Is best 
shown by the fact that this year 25 fires 
were due to spontaneous combustion in 
the cotton, while last year there were 
but four, In October last year there 
were 12 fires due to defective flues, this 
year 15. 


Preaching Fire Prevention 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 2—If preaching 
the gospel of fire prevention will accom- 
plish anything the losses in the state 
should show a decrease next year. T. 
Alfred Fleming and Franklin H. Went- 
worth have carried the fire prevention 
sermons to the people in the principal 
cities of the state and also to many of 
the colleges and high schools. Among 
the towns where fire prevention was dis- 
cussed by these representatives of na- 
tional insurance bodies are Dallas, Fort 
Worth, Waco, Denton, Denison, San Mar- 
cos, Commerce, Houston, Wichita Falls 
and San Antonio. It is estimated these 
men spoke to 30,000 persons while tour- 
ing Texas in interest of reducing fire 
losses. AS a result some of the cities 
have put into operation plans for elim- 
inating fire risks and thus reducing the 
losses. Other cities nd towns have not 
yet acted upon suggestions offered. 


South Texas Blue Goose 

HOUSTON, TEX., Dec. 2—The_ semf- 
annual meeting of the South Texas Blue 
Goose will be held in the near future. It 
is expected the date and place will be 
announced by Maury Pollard, most loyal 
gander, in a few days. Mr. Pollard has 
recently installed a “puddle” at San An- 
tonio and the members of the two ponds, 
together with scores of visitors, will 
probably set a record for attendance at 
the meeting. 

Mr. Pollard announced he has been 
given authority to organize a pond in 
Mexico City and expects to do this soon. 
It is probable the candidates for mem- 
bership in the Mexico City pond will be 
initiated at the semi-annual meeting of 
the South Texas pond, which 


probably 
will be held on the border. 


Commissioner to Give Up Assets 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 2.—Assets of the 
United Home Builders of America will 
be turned over to G. G, Wright, receiver, 
by John M, Scott, state insurance com- 
missioner, it was announced by Judge 
Work of the district court. This action 
will result in the dropping of the con- 
tempt proceedings against Mr. Scott. 

The assets of the United Home Build- 
ers of America are placed at more than 
$1,000,000. The assets of the company 


were turned over to the commissioner 
more than a year ago. 


San Antonio’s Good Fire Record 


SAN ANTONIO, TEX., Dec. 2.—Though 
San Antonio has the largest square mile- 
age of any city in Texas, its fire loss so 
far for the year 1924 is surprisingly 
lower than any other Texas city, accord- 
ing to the figures announced last week 
by Henry Russi, city fire marshal. Dal- 
las and Houston, with an area of 24 and 
18 square miles, respectively, have al- 
ready suffered a fire loss of more than 
$4,000,000 each. Forth Worth, with an 
area of 16 square miles, comes next in 
losses by fire with $1,500,000. El Paso, 
with-an area of 16 square miles, reports 
a loss of $900,000. San Antonio has an 
area of 36 square miles and its fire loss 
to date is $200,000. 


Oklahoma Notes 


A fire at Tishomingo, Okla., resulted in 
a loss of $10,000, when the Tishomingo 
high school burned. Full coverage was 
carried. 

Ed Bennett of the Fuller Adjustment 
Company, Oklahoma City, left Friday for 
Whitesboro, Tex., called by the death of 
his father. 

John C. Dulaney, Oklahoma state agent 
of the Sun, left Sunday for Topeka, Kan., 
to meet John F. Stafford of Chicago, 
western manager. 

E. A. Thompson of the Fuller Adjust- 
ment Company, who has been confined to 
his home for six weeks with pneumonia, 
returned to the office Monday. 

Damage estimated at $10,000 was suf- 
fered by the Marland Refining Company 
at Ponea City, Okla., when the centrifuge 
plant caught fire. Ten tanks filled with 
naphtha in the same _ building were 
threatened by the fire, which was finally 
smothered by steam. 

The Fraley Insurance Agency, Ardmore, 
Okla., also known as the Service Agency, 
was sold by Mr. and Mrs. Gaylord Nel- 
son to Fred Tucker, Mrs. Nell Ikard 
Briggs and Maurine Williams, formerly 
of Wichita Falls. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson 
have removed to Indianapolis, Ind. 


Texas Notes 


G. G. Boyd of Bridgeport, Tex., has dis- 
posed of his interest in the business of 
the Bridgeport Insurance Agency, which 
will now be operated by Foster & Hardy. 

The State Bank of Loving, Tex., was 
robbed in daylight recently by four un- 
masked men, and about $1,200 in cash 
taken. D. F. Ford is president of the 
bank and also operates an insurance 
agency. 

Mrs. Etta Duboise, junior member of 
the Duboise-Carter Insurance Agency of 
Lockhart, Tex., has purchased the interest 
of her partner, Arthur E. Carter, and has 
assumed full charge of the business. 
Mrs. Duboise is recognized as one of the 
best posted women in the insurance busi- 
ness in the southwest. 











OVERLOOK ALABAMA CLAUSE 


Many Companies Have Not Filed Certi- 
fied Copy of Articles With Secre- 
tary of State 


The attention of insurance companies 
organized elsewhere than in Alabama 
has been called to the provision of the 
constitution of the state requiring every 
foreign corporation, before it can do any 
business in the state, to file with the 
secretary of state a certified copy of 
its articles of incorporation or associa- 
tion. Operation in the state is made 
illegal if this copy is not filed. The Ala- 
bama code requires insurance companies 
to file an instrument in writing, desig- 
nating at least one known place of busi- 
ness in the state, and an authorized rep- 
resentative residing there, and when any 
such insurance corporation shall amend 
its articles of incorporation or associa- 
tion, or shall abandon or change its place 
of business as designated in the instru- 
ment, that insurance corporation must 
fle a new instrument before it can trans" 
act any business, and pay a fee of $10 
to the superintendent for this filing. 


Rules Are Not Clear 


_ The constitution provides for no fee 
tor filing with the secretary of state 
required by the constitution, and such 


legislation as has been enacted desig- | 


nates the superintendent of insurance as 


| IN THE SOUTHERN STATES | 


the proper officer with whom to file. 
Nevertheless insurance companies are 
required to file with the secretary of 
state, and also to pay the $10 fee charged 
for a permit to do business in the state. 

Probably few companies have hereto- 
fore filed the certified copy with the 
secretary of state called for by the con- 
stitution, for which no fee is charged, 
but it is thought that all companies have 
complied with the code rule to file with 
the superintendent, paying the $10 fee, 
and have secured in accordance with the 
code the permit to do business from the 
secretary of the state, and have paid the 
| $10 to him for such permit. The com- 
panies will no doubt immediately file a 
certified copy of their articles of incor- 
poration or association with the secre- 
tary of state, in accordance with the con- 
stitution, in order to legalize their trans- 
action, but may refuse to pay the fee 
demanded until the matter can have fur- 
ther consideration. 


Richmond May Get Rate Cut 


RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 2.—Richmond 
may get a cut of 5 cents in the basic 
rate on all mercantile property by mak- 
ing a few more improvements in water 
mains, passing fire prevention ordinances 
and making a number of minor improve- 
ments in the water supply and fire control 
material and personnel, Mayor Bright and 
the insurance committee of the chamber 
of commerce were told in a conference 
with Allen M, Schoen, chief engineer of 
| the S. E. U. A., and E. Wright Spencer, 
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manager of the Virginia Inspection & 
tating Bureau. That would place the 
city in the top class of S. E. U. A. grad- 
ing. Jacksonville, Fla., is now the only 
city in the southeastern district which 
has a higher grading than Richmond, 
it was pointed out. Mayor Bright is 
now planning to incorporate in the 1925 
budget sufficient appropriations for the 
required improvements. These will call 
for an expenditure of about $50,000, it 
is estimated. 

Mr. Spencer explained how the new 
grading would affect the rate. Assum- 
ing that a store has $10,000 insurance 
on a rate of $1, he pointed out, the new 
grading would mean that the present 
premium of $100 would be reduced to 
$95. The rate change would necessitate 
a hearing and a complete revision, re- 
quiring from eight to 12 months. 


Kentucky Fire Underwriters 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 2—The meet- 
ing of the Kentucky Fire Underwriters 
Association will be held Tuesday, Jan. 6, 
the November meeting having been held 
late, while there will be no meeting in 
December. At that time the first ex- 
ecutive meeting of the new officials will 
also be held. 

Following last week’s meeting of the 
association, announcement was made of 
committees selected to carry on associa- 
tion work over the coming year. The 
committee chairmen are as follows: Ad- 
visory, J. G. Galloway, North British; 
agency, E. C. Knoop, Aetna; finance, 
Frank G. Snyder, Hartford; farm, John 
C. Wharton, Henry Clay; location of 
semi-annual meeting, A. I. Macpherson, 
St. Paul. 

A big crowd was present at the an- 
nual midwinter dance of the Blue Goose, 
following the usual dinner, held follow- 
ing the meeting of the Kentucky Fire 
Underwriters’ Association. Edward C. 
Knoop, most loyal gander, presided. 





Interest in “Master Form” 


RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 2.—Much inter- 
est is being manifested in local agency 
circles in Richmond in the new “master 
form” compiled under direction of Henry 
Cc. Cofer, city comptroller. This form is 
so drawn that it can be applied to any 
risk, building, or contents, and assures 
absolute concurrence of all policies. 

Comptroller Cofer in recently looking 
over the policies covering city property, 
found that each agent had his own indi- 
vidual ideas as to forms and that only in 
rare cases did any two policies on the same 
risk cover alike. The new form Is “fool 
proof,” and all that the agent is required 
to do is to insert type of building and 
location of risk in the form. All clauses 
and permits are included in one reason- 
ably short paragraph, the lightning 
clause being the only one printed in full. 


Rain Results Satisfactory 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 2—-Louisville 
underwriters handled a fair good volume 
of rain insurance this fall in connection 
with football games and_ incidentally 
‘ame out exceptionally wel!, the weather 
man having been kind, with the result 
that a profit was shown on operations. 


Pools Still Hold Much Tobacco 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Dec. 2—Due to in- 
ability of the cooperative tobacco mar- 
keting associations to dispose of pro- 
duction of tobacco in Kentucky carried 
over from one year to the next has been 
greater than had been anticipated in the 
days when the pools were formed and 


has resulted in more insurance being 

carried in effect over longer periods than 

had been anticipated Both pools still 

good deal of unsold tobacco from 
crops. 


Another Brave Company 
The Providence 


Washington, repre- 
sented by the general agency of J. D 
Kitchen & Bro. of New Selene. has re- 


entered Mississippi. J. Knox Farge. a 
member of the general agency firm, has 
been in Mississippi the past ten days 
planting the company. 


Appoint E. M. Schenck 

The American & Foreign of New York 
has appointed FE. M. Schenck of Greens- 
boro, N. C., general agent for the state. 
The American & Foreign was recently 
admitted to North Carolina. Mr. Schenck 
has been North Carolina state agent for 
the Royal and the New York Fire since 
Jan. 1, and will retain both of those 
companies, handling the American & 
Foreign in addition. ie formerly repre- 





Julia Hindman, 
nessee Association of Insurance Agents, 


Walker L. 
B. F. Howard, Howell A. Bransford and 
White & Quinn, by R. E. White. 
agents represent about 80 percent of the 
business written in Union City, it is 
stated. 


Daughtry, 
tions committee of the Tennessee Asso- 
ciation of 
shalling his forces for an agents’ 
qualification bill in the coming session 
of the legislature. It is favored by In- 
surance Commissioner A. S. Caldwell, as 
are better laws for the government of 
mutuals and reciprocals doing business 
in this state. 


Button were R. Coleman 
Blainey, Marshall C 
per, W. G. Puller, Jr., 


Booker, W. G. Ward and 
’. E, Mallalieu, 
was guest of honor. He spoke at 


can Eagle, 


mond last’ week on a business trip. 


T° Hotel Grace at 
27, entailing a property 
370,000, 
James M. 
Georgia Home with 
ters, was bereaved 
f his mother, Mrs. John D 
Young died in St. 


Petersburg, Va. 

Three men and one 
> members of an arson 
indicted in the circuit 
county, Va., on the 
dwelling at Bluefield, Va 
ance. There was $2,000 
dwelling and $1,125 
fects, both 
Firemen’s of Newark ten days before 
fire. : 


Lexington, Ky., 
man, local agent of that city, 
wife, who was killed in 32 
accident. 

It is reported that W. S. 
Wallins, Ky., 
Kentucky, has purchased the 


Agency, 
G. D. Crain, Jr., 





sented the Starkweather & Shepley com- 
panies. 


Resolutions 
TENN. Dec. 2—Miss 
secretary of the Ten- 


Union City, Tenn., 
NASHVILLE, 


in receipt of resolutions from Union 


City agents, heartily endorsing the reso- 
lutions passed by the National Associa- 
tion at Milwaukee, and signed by the 


Union City Insurance & Real Estate 
Agency, J. A, Frieto, manager? Wm. 
Walker, John T. Walker & Co. by 


Martin, secretary-treasurer; 


These 


New members coming into the Tennes- 


e association within the past few days 
are Z. T. Crouch, Sr., Bell Buckle; W. A 


Carden, Lafollette, who returns to the 


fold after a year or two absence; Stiles 
Kennedy, Harriman, and Weatherly & 
Phillips, Watertown. 


Richmond Losses Increased 
RICHMOND, VA., Dec. 2.—Richmond’s 


fire loss for the first eleven months of 
1924 totaled 
$370,880 loss during the 12 months of 
1923. Increase in losses this year is 
due to two large fires which alone ac- 
ceunted for a loss of $375,000. 


$503,444, compared with 


To Push Qualification Bill 
NASHVILLE. TENN., Dec. 2.—C. L 


chairman of the public re la- 


Insurance Agents, is mar- 


Mallalieu at Richmond 


W. E. Mallalieu, New York, most loyal 
rand gander of the Blue 
guest of honor at the meeting and initi- 
ation of the Virginia pond at Richmond, 
Dec. 1. The head of the order also de- 
livered the charge to a large flock of 
goslings, among whom was Joseph But- 
ton, insurance commissioner of Virginia. 


Goose, was 


Those initiated besides Commissioner 
tice, James C. 
. Speight, E. D. Tup- 
Bernard P. Carter, 
H. Degraffenrid, T. S. Prescott, E. R. 
Gordon Kyle. 
most loyal grand gander 
i a sup- 
following the initiation exercises. 


Virginia Notes 
John W. Clarke, secretary of the Amerit- 
spent a day or two in Rich- 


Fire of undetermined origin destroyed 


Clarksville, Va., Nov. 
loss estimated at 


Young, special agent for the 
1 Richmond headquar- 
last week by tne death 
’ . Young. Mrs. 
dies { Louis and was buried 
Louisville She was originally from 


woman, alleged to 
ring, have been 
court of Tazewell 
charge of burning a 
, to collect insur- 
insurance on the 
1,1 on the household ef- 
policies being written in the 
the 


Kentucky Notes 
News received a few days ago from 
stated that T. Vernon For- 
had lost his 
an automobile 


; Phiegar, at 
in the coal fields of eastern 
| the interest of 
L Wallins Insurance 
which he now owns outright. 


W. Osborne in the 


formerly correspondent 
The National Underwriter for some 


years in Louisville, on Nov. 24 lost his 
wife, following an illness at the 
home in Chicago. The body was taken to 
Louisville for burial. Mr. Crain 1s in the 
publishing business in Chicago. 

One of the new local agencies in Louis- 
ville, operating as a non-board agency, is 
that of William S. 
sents the Globe & Rutgers and Importers 


Crain 


Wetterer, who repre- 


Exporters. Mr. Wetterer has been a 


en tt) een eee ee ee ee 


an 
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public accountant, and some years ago 
spent a period with a local agency, dur- 
ing which time he secured a good deal of 
experience. 


A number of companies shared in losses 
suffered Nov. 27 when fire destroyed the 


Crutcher Brothers Company stables in 
Louisville, along with 32 head of horses 
and mules, a number of wagons, feed, etc. 
A number of Main street jobbing houses 
which boarded horses and wagons at the 
stables were individual losers. Total loss 








ON THE PACIFIC COAST | 


was about $25,000. 





BIG ATTENDANCE AT OAKLAND 


First Regional Meeting of California 
Association Great Success—Report 
Many New Local Boards 


OAKLAND, CAL., Dec. 2.—The first 
regional meeting of the California As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents, held in 
Oakland last week, brought out a good 
representation of local agents. Reso- 
lutions were adopted instructing the of- 
ficers of the association to communicate 
with stock companies which are al- 
leged to be accepting business from 
automobile club reciprocals in Califor- 
nia. These companies will be requested 
to discontinue what the organized agents 
claim to be competition with their own 
agents, by Jan. 1. The meeting also 
went on record as endorsing the Na- 
tional Automobile Club and pledging ac- 
tive support in the matter of develop- 
ing memberships. A number of agents 
present signified their intention of em- 
ploying special solicitors for the pur- 
pose of selling the National Automobile 
Club to their clients and automobile 
owners of their district. 


Interest in Discussions 


Ralph W. McCormick, president of 
the association, presided, and discussions 
were led by William T. Rambo, chair- 
man of the executive committee, who 
explained the agreement recently made 
with the National Automobile Club, and 
John B. Shea, vice-president, who made 
a strong talk against compulsory auto- 
mobile liability insurance. Most of the 
questions were freely discussed by the 
agents present, from the floor. 

Many New Local Boards 


The special organization campaign of 
the California association being con- 
ducted during November and December 
by C. A. Ricks, secretary, and Carl 
Rieke, organizer for the National Asso- 
ciation, is proving a success. Mr. Ricks 
reported formation of the following new 
organizations, all of which went on rec- 
ord as endorsing the action of the Mil- 
waukee convention: 

Santa Rosa Insurance Agents Asso- 
ciation, C. E. Bundschu, president; R. W. 
Leggett, secretary. 

Petaluma Association of Insurance 
Agents, D. W. Batchelor, president: C. R. 
Winfield, secretary. 

Watsonville Association of Insurance 
Agents, C. E. McSherry, president; C. R. 
Taylor, secretary. 

Santa Cruz Association of Insurance 
Agents, C. E. Canfield, president; Walter 
Bramwell, secretary. 

Vallejo Association of Insurance 
Agents, J. V. O’Hara, president; Mrs. A. 


A. Fulton, vice-president; G. Hatheway, 
secretary. 

Monterey Peninsula Association of In- 
surance Agents, comprising the towns of 
Pacific Grove, Carmel and Monterey; F. C. 
Jacobs, Monterey, president; F. Varian, 
Pacific Grove, secretary-treasurer. 

Salinas Association of Insurance 
Agents, Richard Goodchild, president; L. 
E. Johnson, secretary. 

Yolo County Insurance Agents Associ- 
ation, R. A. Lawson of Woodland, presi- 
dent; Clara Mezgar, Woodland, secretary. 

Glenn County Association of Insurance 
Agents, to succeed the Willows Insur- 
ance Agents Association, H. M. Plimpton 
of Willows, president; Elmer Knock, 
Willows, secretary. 

In addition the agents of Oakland re- 
organized under the name of Oakland 
Association of Insurance Agents, suc- 
ceeding the old Oakland Insurance Ex- 
change. Edgar S. Hurley was elected 
president and P. S. W. Ramsden, secre- 
tary. 


Form New General Agency 


Charles Seyler, Jr., who has operated 
a general agency in Los Angeles for a 
|number of years, has reorganized his 
| business under the corporate name of 
| Seyler-Day Company. The officers of 
the new company are Charles Seyler, Jr., 
president; Arden L. Day, vice-president; 
and H. Everett Charlton, secretary. Mr. 


Day has been associated with Mr. Seyler | 


for 14 years as an office broker and as- 
sistant general agent. Mr. Seyler was 


office manager for the five years prior | 


to 1914, then joined the Hartford Acci- 
dent & Indemnity as assistant to the 
manager and since 1917 has been mana- 
ger of the casualty department of one 
of the prominent agencies in Los 
Angeles. 


Big Oil Well Fire 

A fire broke out in the Santa Fe 
Springs oil field, near Los Angeles, Cal., 
Sunday, destroying 13 derricks with ad- 
jacent pump houses and storage tanks. 
It was said to have originated in the 
boiler house of a derrick belonging to 
the Belleview Oil Syndicate, with the 
breaking of a fuel oil feeder mine. Dam- 
age was variously estimated at from 
$250,000 to $1,000,000. 


Pacific Coast Rate Changes 


The Pacific Board has rerated Minden, 
Nev., showing the following reductions: 
Masonry mercantile buildings, 23.7 per- 
cent; masonry mercantile content’s, 16.8 
percent; frame mercantile buildings and 
contents, 8.5 percent; dwelling basis, 10 
cents, and unprotected dwelling basis, 5 
cents. 

The Pacific Board has announced the 
following reductions in King City, Cal., 
in recognition of increased fire protec- 
tion: Masonry mercantile buildings, 11.1 
percent; contents, 8.7 percent; frame 
mercantile buildings and contents, 6.1 
percent; the dwelling basis was reduced 
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Winter Winds 


Winter, with its ice and snow, 
is on the way. So are many fires, because cold 
weather increases the fire hazard. The 
fire loss rate is not as high as it was at this time 
last year, but it is still far what it 
should be. 

Now a | lloyd 
fire losses. 


sleet and storms 





always 
above 
-Thomas *Appraisal won't reduce 
But it will protect your client from 
a loss due to under-insurance. This accurate 
fact picture will show him present costs, 
accrued depreciation and sound value. He 


serves well who serves best. Insist on a Lloyd- 
Thomas *Appraisal. 
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* “WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL?—It ts a complete classified inventory of ay 
property (except steck, merchandise and raw materials). Each item of 
valued at today’s cest to replace new. The amount of acerued depreciation s 
determined and the sound insurable value is given. 


be ADVANTAGES—ist—It discovers insurable values that have long been written 
off the books through eS ag 2nd—It gives the agent, the assured, 
and the companies value property. 3rd—It makes fer adequate insur- 
in a, San instance it ecalls fer additional imsuranee.”’ 
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12th Street and Baltimore Avenue 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
Ie the very center of 






bch 


the business district, 
the combined buying 
power giving the best 
in room accommoda- 
tions,cafe and dining 
service at fair prices, 
S. J. WHITMORE, 
Chairman 
JosePn REICHL, 
-P. and Gen. Mgr. 
Jos. R. Dumont, Mgr. Hotel Baltimore 
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National Underwriter Want Ads are Result Getters 









5 cents when within 300 feet of a 
hydrant. 
Coast Notes 
O. P. Conaway, local agent of Los An- 
geles, consolidated his office on Dec. 1 with 


the Los Angeles office of Clarence de 
Veuve, general agent for California for 
the Dubuque Fire & Marine and other 
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companies. Offices have been establisheg 
in the Consolidated Realty Building. 


Charles H. Post, United States manager 
for the Cale ,donian and president of the 
Caledonian-American, was among the 


enn office executives in San Francisco 
last week, others being F. B. Kellam of 
the New_York office of the Royal ang 


George G. Bulkley, 


president of the 
Springfield Fire 


& Marine. 
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MANY SOLICITORS APPOINTED 
Fire Companies Make a Strong Bid for 
Local Philadelphia Business—Sev- 
eral Service Stations Opened 


PHILADELHPIA, PA. Dec. 
The Liverpool & London & Globe and 


Royal have put on many solicitors and 
brokers during the year. Manager H. 
W. Stephenson of the Liverpool has 


secured 800 or so and will add to that 
number. 

The North America 
strong contenders for local business. 
The North America has 2,500 feeders 
and the Franklin almost as many. The 
Pennsylvania is another company that is 


and Franklin are 


making a heavy play in the local field. 
It has 1500 solicitors. 
The North America started the serv- 


ice station or semi branch office system 
in various strategical parts of the city 


Under the rules of the Philadelphia Fire | 


Underwriters Association, a company 
can have but three main agents. At 
these service stations no policies are 


written but the requisition is telephoned 
the chief office and the policy is deliv- 
ered to the station for delivery. Runners 
are used between the two points so rapid 
service is given. The Franklin and 
Pennsylvania followed the same plan. 
The Philadelphia F. & M. has its legal 
head office at 17th and Chestnut streets, 
and hence issues policies from there. 


Some Pennsylvania Losses 


Williamsport’s 
within four 


second serious fire 
months occurred in the Ster- 


ling Hetel last week and resulted in 
about $150,000 loss on the three-story 
hotel and probably $50,000 oy eine 


loss to The aze is 
wiring. It pence 
iter 
drug 
army 


adjoining buildings. 
attributed to defective 
fn the basement. Lz 
Hopkins’ Brothers’ 
store, then to an 


and jewelry 
and navy goods 
store. 

A two-story frame 
occupying an entire 
district at Waynesburg, was 
Stroyed by fire last week, with 
estimated at $80,000. 

Evidence pointing to 
discovered by police investigating a fire 
in the M. & B. furniture at Wilkes- 
Barre last week. A five-gallon bottle of 
gasoline, to which a fuse was attached, 
was found hanging to a hook on the 


business 
block in the busi- 


de- 


loss 


ness 


arson has been 





store 


wall of the establishment. Lewts Brass, 
proprietor, is under arrest, pending in- 
vestigation by Assistant State Fire Mar- 


shal Brennan. 


Fair’s Profits Due to Rain Cover 

WORCESTER, MASS., Dec. 2.—The 
Worcester County Agricultural Society 
will never hold another fair without tak- 
ing out rain insurance, that Is a 
bet. The society held its annual fair in 
September at Greendale and its expenses 
of $59,656 were just $3,615.62 more than 
was taken in in revenue. But the offi- 
cials in charge of the fair thought they 
would experiment with rain insurance 
this vear—and it rained. As a result the 
organization collected $15,000. 
year, 


The society ends its 
to the reports at the annual meeting, 
with a balance on the right side of $11,- 
384.18, all due to the rain insurance. It 
is the first time in four years that the 
society has shown a profit. 


sure 


according 


Rain Cover for Advertising Meet 


Rain insurance was recently taken out 
by the New England 
Convention held in Hartford, and which 
was directed mainly by insurance men. 
The cover protected against loss of reg- 
istrations on the first day which might 
have been diminished through rain in 
the prevention of attendance of dele- 
gates by automobile from nearby cities. 


it spread to the | 


building, | 


Advertising Clubs | 


MARYLAND CREDIT RULING 


Commissioner, on Advice from Attor. 
ney-General, Requires Payment 
Within 60 Days 


BALTIMORE, MD., Dec. 3.—The 
attorney-general of Maryland, in re. 
sponse to a request of the state insur- 


ance department, has made the following 
ruling on charging interest on all pre- 
miums not paid within 60 days: 

“When the payments of the definite 
sum fixed, which under the law and 
practice universally recognized presents 
the premium due as soon as the policy 
or contract becomes effective, is de- 
ferred beyond such brief period of time 
as may be customarily granted for pay- 
ment ‘without the addition of interest 
charges, it is a violation of the insurance 
law of the state of Maryland.” 

The insurance commissioner has sent 
the following notice to all agents who 


have already answered their question- 
naire: 
“The insurance commissioner has 


ruled that the premiums upon all poli- 
cies written must bear the legal rate of 


interest from the end of the month in 
which they are written, unless paid 
within 60 days from the first of the 
month following the month in which 


they were written. 

“In order that we may be able to issue 
your certificate or qualification, you will 
please amend your answer to the ques- 
| tion relating to the collection of pre- 

miums so as to indicate after Jan. 1, 
1925, you will strictly obey this ruling.” 


Galacar Joins Meade Agency 


BOSTON, MASS., Dec. 2—Frederic R. 
Galacar, many years prominent as the 
general agent at Boston of the Spring- 
field Fire & Marine, has been elected a 
vice-president of the John Paulding 
Meade Company of Boston and assumed 
his new duties Dec. 1. 

Mr, Galacar is a native 
| Mass., and graduated from 
sity, taking a post graduate course in 
Europe. His first insurance experience 
was in a Springfield local agency, fol- 
lowing which he served successively as 
special agent of the Madgeburg and the 
National Union and for the past 15 years 
as special and general agent for the 
Sprignfield Fire & Marine. 


of Springfield, 
Yale Univer- 


Would Improve Fire Protection 

BUFFALO, N. Y., Dec. 2.—Fire Chief 
Hedden has been instructed by the city 
council to make a survey of the Hertel- 
North Park section of the city to deter- 
mine the best location for an additional 
firehouse. The chief and the mayor have 
recommended that a new fire station be 
established for this district. 

Chief Heddon has also recommended 
that a new battalion district be created 
to augment the six districts now exX- 
isting. 

The local boards of Batavia and LeRoy 
are considering a plan whereby the fire 
department of the two places might 
| cooperate in case of a serious conflagra- 
| tion in either place. This plan contem- 
plates the purchase of standard coup- 
lings for the motor pumpers and other 
standardization of equipment. It is likely 
that the plan will go through. 


| Bament Boston Speaker 
BOSTON, MASS., Dec. 2.—The dinner 


and smoke talk of the Insurance Society 
of Massachusetts last’ week brought out 
number of some 300 insurance 


} the large 


|men. W. N. Bament, general adjuster 
|of the Home of New York, spoke on 
| “Loss Adjustments.” Mr. Bament re- 


| viewed briefly the history of fire insur- 
lance from the London Lloyds to the 


| present day, injecting interesting and 
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amusing sidelights from time to time. 
Referring to coinsurance, Mr. Bament 
stated that the principal criticism of 
legislators and others on fire insurance 
was in relation to coinsurance but that 


could be no equitable distribution of the 
fire loss of the country except by em- 
ploying the principle. Mr. Bament de- 
tailed what he considered the essential 
attributes of a successful adjuster and 
summed up by declaring that resource- 
fulness, was, after all, the principal 
asset. 

At the close of the talk questions were 
asked and many interesting points 
brought out. Among other things Mr. 
Bament stated that in the new use and 
occupancy form the principal difference 
from the old dealt with fixed charges, 
providing that only such fixed charges 
would be paid in the event of a loss as 
would have been earned had no fire 
occurred. 


Issues Montclair Report 


MONTCLAIR, N. J., Dee. 2.—The Na- 
Board report on Montclair shows fire 
fighting facilities fairly reliable as 
regards to water supply and fire depart- 
ment. The fire alarm system is some- 
what unreliable, however. In the 
principal mercantile district the weak 
construction adds to the hazard of group 
fires, though the conflagration hazard 
is low, owing to lack of congestion, low 
heights and mainly good fire fighting 
facilities. The fire loss for the last five 
years was $209,492. The average num- 
ber of fires per 1,000 was 2.9, a low 
number, and the average loss per capita 
was $1.40, a low figure. 





Appoint Central Fire Agency 


The Philadelphia Fire & Marine has 
appointed the Central Fire Agency its 


| general agent for the New York subur- 


| 
| 


ban field. The Central Fire Agency has 
represented the company for the Metro- 
politan district since it started business 


| there. 
coinsurance was here to stay as there | 





Philadelphia Agency Changes 


The following agency changes have 
been announced by the Philadelphia Fire 
Underwriters’ Association: 

Appointed—Arthur S. Glaser, for the 
City of Sunbury; Hoskins & Howell for 
the Home Fire & Marine; B. D. Zimmer- 
man for the St. Paul Fire & Marine. 

Discontinued—Bowker & Houseworth 
Company, for the City of Sunbury: Wal- 
ter J. Devine & Co., for the Home Fire 
& Marine. 


Eastern Notes 


Raymond Devlin, Joseph Gallagher and 
John Creeden, all of whom have records 
of previous arrests, were sentenced last 
week to six months each in jail for start- 
ing a fire in an unoccupied house in the 
Germantown section of Philadelphia. 

Fire on the Rolling Meadow Farms, 
owned by Vv Atkinson at Collings- 
wood, N. J., last week caused loss of 
about $50,000 and led to charges of in- 
cendiarism that are being investigated. A 
barn and five show horses were destroyed. 

Christopher Harmon of Dover, N. J., 
was convicted of first degree arson last 
week. He had opened a stationery store 
at Dover July 1 last, two weeks previous 
to the fire which destroyed the contents 
of the store. Contents were insured for 
$4,000. 

Willard Rogers, former representative 
in the east for the Fraternal Benefit 
League and also at one time general agent 
for the American Union, is now vice- 
president and general manager of the 
Fuller Storage Battery Company in Hart- 
ford, Conn., although he continues to 
write much fire insurance and allied lines 
in South Manchester, Conn. 








= 





MOTOR THEFT CASE DECIDED 





British Columbia Supreme Court Rules 
Against Northwestern Mutual in 
Unusual Suit 


VANCOUVER, B. C., Dec. 2.—An 
unusual case in the matter of a theft of 
a motor car was recently decided by the 
British Columbia supreme court of ap- 
peal. A motor car insured for $500 with 
the Northwestern Mutual of Seattle was 
damaged by unknown persons, who had 
entered the garage where it was kept. 
The door of the garage was broken, but 
owing to the thief being unable to 
operate it, the tires had been slashed 
and all the movable parts stolen. The 
company defended the case on the 
ground that it was a case of malicious 
damage, and the car had not been stolen. 

The plaintiffs won on the ground that 
a theft is committed when the offender 
moves the things or causes it to be 
moved, or begins to cause it to become 
moveable with intent to steal it. The 
court held that in this case intent to 
steal had been proven by the breaking 
and entering into the garage, and that 
the battery had run down in an attempt 
to start the engine. The plaintiffs were 
awarded $425. The company had con- 
tended that not more than $50 was due 
under the policy. 


Shows Increase for 1923 

OTTAWA, ONT., Dec. 2.—According to 
the report of the Dominion superintend- 
ent of insurance, an increase of $2,907,- 
043 in the amount of fire insurance busi- 
ness transacted during 1923 was shown 
as compared with the previous years. 
Premiums for 1922 totaled $51,036,206, 
1923 they had increased to 
The losses for 1922 were 
as compared with $34,292,- 
671, a decrease of $882,267 for 1923. The 
ratio of losses for 1! is 68.97 percent 
as compared with 63.57 for 1923. 








Winnipeg Bowling League 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Dec. 2.—In the Fire 
Insurance Bowling League for the 24 
games so far played, Dave Lawson, Jr., 
of Osler, Hammond & Nanton heads the 
averages with a percentage cf 184.17 for 
each game. G. W. Tooke of the Western 


Canada Fire Underwriters Association 
takes second place with an average of 
177, while W. D. Cheyne of the Occiden- 
tal Fire occupies the third place with an 
average of 176.8. 

The London & Lancashire team holds 
first place in the League, having won 20 
games, and the Western Canada Fire 
Underwriters Association and Black & 
Armstrong team B are tied for second 
place with 19 games each. Oldfield, 
Kirby & Gardner come next with 17 
games to their credit. The highest indi- 
vidual score without a handicap was 
made by George Pickard, totaling 617 for 


three games. 





Three Fires in Winnipeg 

WINNIPEG, MAN., Dec. 2.—Three fires 
took place in Winnipeg last week. In 
two cases, a serious amount of damage 
was occasioned. The Jefferson Inn, a 
roadhouse for motorists, was completely 
destroyed by fire, the damage being es- 
timated at about $10,000 for the building, 
a frame structure one story in height, 
and $7,000 for furniture and fixtures. 

The Montgomery Block caught fire, it 
is believed, from some sweepings among 
which possibly a lighted cigarette stub 
or cigar stub from the cigar store had 
found its way. Liggett’s store was the 
heaviest loser, the stock being damaged 
to the extent of about $10,000. The total 
damage is estimated at not more than 
$15,000 in all, divided between Liggett’s, 
the Canadian Fur Company, Picardy 
candy shop, and United Cigar store, who 
were ground floor tenants. 





Winnipeg Institute Awards 


WINNIPEG, MAN., Dec. 2.—At a meet- 
ing of the council of the Insurance In- 
stitute of Winnipeg last week, it was 
proposed that a series of 12 lectures be 
given during the forthcoming season, 
with prizes to be awarded to successful 
competitors for the best answers to a 
set of questions based on the series of 
lectures given. An arrangement was 
also concluded for the presentation of a 
series of lectures on “C” tariff to be 
undertaken at the same time. 





Vancouver Insurance Lectures 


VANCOUVER, B. C., Dec. 2.—The Van- 
couver Fire Insurance Agents Associa- 
tion has arranged a series of 12 lectures 
for the members and their staffs to be 
given every fortnight. The following 
addresses will be given: “Insurance in 
its relation to the commercial life of 
| today”; “The basis of the contract and 
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the statutory conditions”; “Policy forms 
and the coinsurance clause’; “The duties 
and responsibilities of the fire insurance 
agent”; “Mutual and reciprocal insur- 
ance”; “The inspection of the risk by 
agents”; “Inspection of special hazards”; 
“Fire prevention relating to the lumber 
industry”; “Electrical hazards and in- 
spection”; “Use and occupancy”; “Insur- 
ance and finance,” and “Adjustments.” 
An examination paper is to be given cov- 


ering the series of lectures to those at- | 


tending, and a prize will be donated to 
the contestant accorded the 
number of marks. 


Takes Over Imperial Guarantee 


The Imperial Guarantee & Accident of 
Toronto has been acquired by the British 
America and Western Assurance. 

The Imperial G 
will, be maintained as a separate organi- 
zation, E. Willans, the managing direc- 
tor, and the other officials of the Im- 
perial continuing with that company in 
the same capacities. This step has been 
taken with a view to affording greater 
facilities to the agents of these three 
companies and of building up a strong 
Canadian casualty and fire organization. 


Recent Ontario Losses 


The Rinehart Brewing Company, To- 
ronto, recently suffered loss estimated at 
$50,000 from fire. 

The evaporator plant of 
Co., Alvinston, Ont., had a 
from fire. 

The Wabi Iron 


Atkinson & 
$40,000 loss 


Works at New 
Liskeard, Ont., suffered a loss of $40,000. 

The Dominion Stores, Sterling Meat 
Company, and the Upstair Shoe Company, 
Hamilton, Ont., were damaged to the ex- 
tent of $60,000. 

The Lambton Garage at Hamilton suf- 
fered loss of $50,000 from fire. 


Withdraw From Hail Business 


The Continental, Fidelity-Phenix and 
the Fidelity Fire Underwriters have 
withdrawn from membership in the 


Canadian Hail Underwriters Association. 
These companies will discontinue the 
writing of hail business in Canada, but 
will continue as before to write fire lines. 
Their experience on hail business has not 





highest 


uarantee & Accident | 





been satisfactory. They operated in Can- 
ada through general agents. 





Canadian Notes 


The Hukins Realty Company has been 
appointed to represent the Franklin Fire 
at Yorkton, Sask. 

G. M. Bell, of the well known firm of 
Bell & Mitchell, Regina, Sask., was in 
Winnipeg last week. 

The Fletcher Agencies have been ap- 
pointed representatives at Moose Jaw, 
Sask., for the Union of Paris. 

The British General has been licensed 
to transact explosion insurance, in addi- 
tion to its other lines, in the province of 
Quebec. 

DD. &. 


Layton, branch manager of the 


Dominion of Canada Guarantee & Acci- 
dent at Calgary, has been appointed local 
representative at that point also. 


W. J. Cowan has been appointed to rep- 
resent the Motor Union at Yorkton, Sask. 
F. R. White has been appointed to repre- 
sent the Caledonian-American at Yorkton. 


John Holroyde, branch manager Com- 
mercial Union and Palatine at Winnipeg, 
is visiting the head office at Montreal 
and will be absent from the city for three 
weeks. 

The Scottish Provincial Investment 
Company has been appointed at Regina, | 
Sask, to represent the Imperial of New 
York. The Ralph Manley Agencies have 
been appointed to represent the Essex & 
Suffolk Equitable. 
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MOTOR CLUB CASE REMANDED 


Suits by Illinois Automobile Club Mem- 
bers Against Western Auto Goes 
to Superior Court 


The case brought by George S. Rob- 
bins and other members of the Illinois 
Automobile Club against the Western 
Automobile of Fort Scott, Kan., involv- 
ing premiums paid the latter for insuring 
the cars of the Automobile Club mem 


bers, has been remanded to the superior 
court of Cook county by the United 
States circuit court of appeals. This 


against the 
Automobile, pro- 


restores the injunction 
agents of the Western 
hibiting them from sending any money 
in their hands out of the jurisdiction of 
the court. The basis of the action by 
the federal court is that it has no juris- 
diction in the case, the amount involved 
being than $3,000. The aggregate 
involved approximates $350,000, but no 
individual plaintiff has a claim of $3,000 
or more. 

This case arose last year when mem- 
bers of the Illinois Automobile Club 
sought to make an examination of the 


less 


Western Automobile and were refused 
the use of the company’s books and rec- 
ords. A mandamus suit was filed in 
the supreme court of Kansas by the 
president of the automobile club, but the 
Western Automobile claimed that the 
policies which had been issued were dis- 
crit ey preferential, unlawful and 
illega The policies were limited to 
tiability only, placed by the inter-insur- 
ance exchange of the Illinois Automo- 
bile Club, while the Western Automobile 
wrote full cover policies and had not 
been authorized by the state to issue 
other forms. The supreme court handed 
down a decision denying the right of 
the members of the Illinois Automobile 
Club to inspect the company records 
and holding that policies were 
preferential and unlawful. 

Upon this decision, Mr. 


these 


Robbins and 


other members of the automobile club 
filed suit to recover premiums paid for 
these unlawful policies, the defendant 
company removing the case to the fed- 
eral court. The federal court now de- 
nies jurisdiction, as no individual claim 


equals $3,000, although the aggregate of 
ill claims will probably exceed $350,000. 
The case will now come before the su- 


| perior court in Cook county, and in the 


meantime the company’s funds in the 


| hands of the agents are tied up by the 


injunction. 
MANY CARS ARE RECOVERED 


Files of Connecticut Motor Vehicle De. 
partments Render Great Assistance 
In That Work 


HARTFORD, CONN., Dee. 2.—The 
files of the state motor vehicle depart- 
ment have disclosed to a Hartford 
agency engaged exclusively in running 
down stolen cars on behalf of insurance 
companies information making possible 
the recovery and return of more than 
$1,000,000 worth of stolen automobiles, 

New Haven has led the state in the 
number of motor vehicle thefts re- 
ported. In the first three months of 
this year, 90 cars were reported stolen 
in that cit y as against a total of slightly 
over 200 reported to have been stolen 
in the entire state during all of last year, 

This epidemic of thefts resulted in 
a thorough investigation, in which the 
state motor vehicle and police depart- 
ments cooperated with insurance com- 
panies and detectives. Thousands of 
original applications in the files of the 


motor vehicle departm 1ent have been 
examined to date and 200 photostatic 
copies of suspicious applications were 


prepared by the state library, as a re- 
sult of which 20 arrests were made 
within two months. Several of those 
charged pleaded guilty in the superior 
court at New Haven to counts 

ing them with the theft of four or 
machines. When examined at the New 
Haven county jail, these prisoners gave 
information to detectives which ac- 
counted for at least 60 of the 90 cars in- 
cluded in the investigation. The value 
of these sixty automobiles was estimated 
conservatively at $50,000. 


charg- 


more 


Put Over Minnesota Deal 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Dec. 2—By 4 
large majority the directors of the Min- 








It’s an OLD I[nititution 
of 83 


NSURANCSE 


CAMDEN, 


January First, 


Total Assets 





NEW JERS 


Years 








Nineteen Twenty-four 


CAPITAL STOCK > a - ee e ss $1,500,000 
NET SURPLUS oS wi@w «-_ a.” s 2,006,430 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums “ ° « 3,955,186 
Reserve for Losses in Process of Adjustment $57,242 
Reserve for Taxes . =. =» =s «se 2 -. 130,000 
Reserve for all other Claims 57 
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nesota Automobile Association, compris- 
ing some 10, 000 members, voted in favor 
of a proposal whereby members of the 
association shall place all their automo- 


pile insurance with the Hardware Mu- 
tual of Stevens Point, Wis. Organized 
jnsurance men of the state sought to 


prevent this move but found that sup- 
porters of the plan had the matter too 
well sewed up for them. Insurance men, 
however, do not propose to cease their 
opposition but have not’ as yet deter- 
mined on their next move. 


Winding Up Cadillac Automobile 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 
ereditors of the defunct ( 
mobile of Detroit 


2—Checks to 
cadillac Auto- 
will be mailed out, 
starting this week, according to Com- 
missioner Hands, receiver for the con- 
cern, following action late last week of 
Judge Carr of Ingham county circuit 
court in granting the petition of the re- 
ceiver asking that he be permitted to 
distribute the assets of the company. The 





court ruled 83% percent to be a proper 
basis for settlement with creditors. The 
expense of settling all acounts and 
finally winding up the company’s affairs 
is expected to use up the remainder of 
the available resources. 


Hope is expressed by Mr. Hands that 
complete liquidation will be accom- 
plished within the next two months. The 
receivership, at that rate, will have 
lasted but a little more than a year, an 
unusually short period for so compli- 
cated a case. The department brought 
about the receivership after an exten- 
Sive probe of the company’s affairs dis- 
closed an impairment of more than the 
$100,000 capital. The company, when 


formed by 
Eugene 


Eugene Sondheim, 
Corle, secretary, and their 
ciates, took over a mutual of the same 
name. It operated but four months when 
Mr. Hands decided to take a hand in 


president, 


asso- 


its 


affairs. An Ohio mutual, operated 
the same men, went into receivership 
when the Michigan company ran into 


difficulties. 





\ 


Ind., adjuster of the Continental. 

recently wrote to one of the field 
men who had asked him what items of 
farm machinery would not be covered 
by the company’s farm policy because 
of the power machinery exemption 
clause in the contract. The clause 
reads as follows: 

“On mowers, 
implements, 
milk cans, 
sils and 
threshing 


Gin, 3E LYSTER, Thorntown, 


reapers, harvesters, farm 
tools, cream’ separators, 
empty sacks and bags, uten- 
farm machinery (excluding 
machines, windmills, electric 
motors, gasoline, kerosene and steam 
power engines and machines), on the 
premises herein described.” 


Comment on Inquiry 


Mr. Lyster answered the inquiry as 
follows: 


If a close interpretation is put on the 
wording of this item, there would be 
quite a few items an adjuster could 
eliminate from the list of farm machin- 
ery. However, I do not believe our as- 
sured would be treated fairly, nor do 
I believe it is the intention of our farm 
contract to eliminate all items of farm 
machinery operated by some power 
other than hand or horse power. 

I have searched for some court 
cision in which power machinery is 
fined, but have failed to find any. In the 
absence of anything of this kind, I am 
compelled to rely on my own conclusion, 


de- 
de- 


and information obtained from those 
who have given the matter some 
thought. 

What Is Covered 


By referring to our farm power ma- 
chinery application I find it is the in- 
tention to insure such items as: wheat 
Separators and attachments, engines and 
permanent attachments, clover huller 
and attachments, corn shredder and at- 
tachments, ensilage cutters, combined 
harvesters and threshers, hay balers, 
corn shellers and even a water tank 
is mentioned. 

You will note that this application 
refers to ensilage cutters and corn 
shellers. These two machines driven by 
a tractor or some other device, are often 


owned by the farmer for his individual 
use. I do not mean the large type of 
machines that are owned and operated 


or commercial purposes as well as in- 
dividual use, but the smaller type of 
machines such as the average up-to-date 
farmer may own for his private use. In 
the absence of specific insurance on 
these two items, used as herein outlined, 
I would be 


inclined to treat them as 
farm machinery and insured under that 
form. 

I also note that this same power 
machinery application refers to a wa- 
ter tank, which I presume is a water 
tank of the ordinary type drawn by 
horses and used for hauling water for 
threshing outfits or other purposes. In 
the absence of specific insurance on 
this item, my opinion is that it would 
be covered under the wagon and vehicle 


item in our general 
there is insurance 
ing this 
erned by 
me. 
Were we to 
chinery 
motors, 


farm form, in 
on this item. 
conclusion I find 
court decisions 


case 
In form- 

myself gov- 
I have before 


eliminate all farm ma- 
driven by windmills, electric 
gasoline and kerosene engines, 


| FARM POWER MACHINERY EXEMPTIONS 


we would eliminate a class of 
ery that carries with it considerabl« 
value. While it is true that such an 
exemption clause does not apply to our 
household goods coverage, yet in the 
modern home we find the sweeper, 
washer, churn and in some instances 
the sewing machine propelled by elec- 
tricity. 


machin- 


Must Keep Up 


the up-to-date farm we 
cutting box, the 
gang plow, milking 


With Progress 
On 


find the 
power 


feed grinder, the 
machine, the mower 
and harvester pulled by tractors, all of 
which might be eliminated if a close 
interpretation is put on the working of 
the item in question. 
We are living in an 
ment. If the wording 
chinery item means 
and if the company 
to adhere strictly 
ing, then it 
No adjuster 
sometimes 
if he 1! 


age of advance- 
of the farm ma- 
just what it says, 
expects its adjuster 
to its technical mean- 
is time to revise our form. 
can settle losses without 
deviating from its wording, 
eaves satisfied customers. 

The class of machinery referred to is 
owned and operated by the progressive 
; farmer. It is his business we are court- 


'ing and coveting. Our contract must 
be long enough, broad enough and deep 


enough to protect him, and I believe it 
is so intended. Our policy is intended 
for a roof over his pocket book, but if 
the roof leaks he will look for some 
other material other than our policy for 


a roof. We are his banker in time of 
adversity. If our institution is not 
strong enough and liberal enough to 


protect his funds, 
for our policy. 


then he has no use 


Must not Be Narrow 
With your experience in the 
ance business, you can readily see what 
a storm of criticism would be hurled at 
an adjuster who would begin his opera- 
tions by inquiring if the binder or 


insur- 


planter were pulled by a gasoline trac- 
tor; if the cutting box and the feed 
grinder were operated by gasoline and 
electric motor; and if so, proceed to 
strike them from the list of farm ma- 
chinery. 

It has always been my intention in 
the adjustment of farm losses to in- 
clude such items of farm machinery as 
are owned and operated by the assured 
for his private use, however operated, 
except such items as are specifically 


mentioned as not being covered as farm 
machinery. Any item he may own and 
operate for commercial purposes or as a 
source of profit for hire, I would elimin- 
ate from the list. 
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 STANDAR 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 


Statement.December 31, 1923 


$1,000,000.00 
304,515.82 
42,370.00 

| ,083,573.96 
. 2,430,459.78 


oo 

Premium Reserve , . . 
| Other Liabilities . . . 
| Net Surplus . . . . 
Total Assets . . . 


Head Office - 
J. A. KELSEY, President 


45 John Street, New York 
GEORGE Z. DAY, Secretary 


H. W. MURRAY, Supt. of Agencies 
19 So. La Salle St., Chicago 























Gross Surplus for Protection of Policy-Holders. $209, 896.19 


AUTOMOBILE ao HEALT a 
INSURANCE Tr Bis RIP NY INSURANCE 
<n PLATE 
THEFT Bi 4 —s GLASS | 
PROPERTY, HOME OFFICE 3! /\\s” DAY TON, OHTO Agents 
DAMAGE and \ er. BS Wanted 
LIABILITY INSUPa~a =: Dae ANY in Oh 2. 
sec RANCE COMP. inate 

















I. REINHARDT & SON 


TEXAS GENERAL AGENTS 
American Exchange Nat’! Bank Bldg., Dallas 





Hanover Fire Insurance Co., of New York 
Tokio Marine & Fire Insurance Co. Patriotic Ins. Co. of America 
Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co. (Underwriters Dept.) 
Mechanics Insurance Co., of Philadelphia (Underwriters Dept.) 
Northwestern Fire & Marine Ins. Co., Minneapolis 
Fidelity & Casualty Co. 
American Automobile Insurance Co., of St. Louis 
Twin City Fire Ins. Co., of Minneapolis 














National Underwriter want ads are result getters 














Its Name Indicates Its Character. 


American National Fire Insurance Co. 
COLMUBUS, OHIO 
Capital $500,000 
CHARLES G. SMITH, President 


JOHN A. DODD, Vice-President and Secretary 
ALLEN W. FLEMING and E. PHILLIP GUSTAFSON, Assistant Secretaries 


Progressive, Yet Conservative 
Operating Along Sound Lines. 
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BUSINESS-GETTING 
KNOWLEDGE 




















A few words addressed 
to the fire insurance 
agent who is seeking to 


KNOW HIS BUSINESS 








FIRE PROTECTION 


420 E. Fourth St. Cincinnati 











Write for this Pamphlet 








A 16-page booklet, twice the size shown above, has been pre- 
pared to tell you all about the Fire Protection Course in the 
Dean Schedule. 


The rate making system is at the very heart of the fire in 
surance business and its problems. You are in the insurance 
business as a career. The foundation of that career lies in 
KNOWING YOUR BUSINESS, not the superficial facts 
about it, but the heart of it. 


Information on the rate making system is not inaccessible. 
Learn the business getting possibilities in a knowledge of it. 


FIRE PROTECTION, 
420 E. Fourth St. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Gentlemen: I want to know more about your Dean Schedule Course. Without 


any obligations on my part, send me your 16-page booklet. 


Name 


| 


| VIRGINIA CREDIT PLAN AND NOTE | 


BEING ADOPTED BY OTHER STATES 


| 
— — 


A S the adoption of a credit limita-; note does not act as notice of cancella- 








tion plan has been considered by | tion and the necessary process must be 

several state associations of local | followed. The note is not a part of the 
agents recently, largely based on the | commissioner’s ruling, but is merely an 
Virginia plan, there is particular inter- | approved form, acceptable to the depart- 
est in the form of note used in Virginia/ ment, Under this form of note, the 
and a copy of it is subjoined. This note | 
has been used for many years by the 
Norfolk local board and thus may be 
credited to that organization, although ~~" . . ne , 
it has recently been adopted and gen- P4¥ment ot the premium has not been 
erally used by the Virginia association. Paid. It is also ot handy form, being 
The Virginia plan has been in effect for Just twice the size of a check, so that 
slightly over a year and has proven gen- With one folding it will fit the ordinary 
erally satisfactory to the agents, the note file. The insurance department of 
companies and the insurance depart- Virginia has suggested that to facilitate 
ment. The ruling of the commissioner the work, the agent be furnished with 
simply requires an interest bearing note, stickers or slips, notifying the policy- 
no form being designated. The form holder of the ruling, for use either on 
that is in use safeguards the agent from delivery of policy or with bills or state- 
the assured demanding the tender of ments. This is not mandatory, however, 
the unearned premium, before submit- The form of note in use in Virginia is 
ting to cancellation of the policy. The as follows: 


assured cannot demand a tender of the 
unearned premium in the event of can- 
cellation, even though the note given in 


Rows keeeweneeens baen Principal 
Deus seek ire eras aes Interest 
Dicdedees docdneneeeene Total 
eee eT ee 
Terre err e eLY PeCT eee 
SP ee re ECE ee ree after date ................. promise to pay to the 
OE OE bk cacecndee vase V hues dwadeecenecss , negotiable and payable, without offset, 
Se ene ee ae Pee ee es rere eer eee ee eee ee ee Te ee TT ee Pe ee he Dollars 


For value received, with costs of collection and an attorney’s fee of 10 percent, 
if incurred, in case payment shall not be made at maturity. This note is given 
to secure the premium or the unpaid portion thereof, on the following policy 
or policies of insurance: 

and the maker further agrees that in case this note is not paid within ten days 
after date of maturity, the said policy or policies will thereupon cease and be of 
no effect, and no liability for loss shall attach upon the said policy or policies, or 
any of them, in case of such default; and in the event of a loss during the 
running of said note, the same may be set off against any claim for said loss, 
and nothing herein contained shall deprive either the insurer or insured of the 
right to cancel the said policy or policies, or any of them as provided in said 
policy or policies; and the maker or makers, endorser or endorsers hereby waive 
the benefit of the homestead exemption as to this debt, obligation or contract, and 
also waive protest presentation and notices of dishonor. It is also expressly 
agreed and understood that in event of failure to pay this note at maturity the 
maker or makers, endorser or endorsers, shall be liable for the earned premium 
on the policies aforesaid from date of issue to date of cancellation. 


r 





SMALL UNDERWRITING activity in the steel and pres basic in- 


dustries are coming in from all sections. 
PROFIT IS ANTICIPATED A further element for confidence is the 
advance made in settling the reparations 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5) problem in Europe, and the promise it 


, bef a a ae holds of stimulating general prosperity 
vantage betore the year Closes, tor the | i, the old world; which cannot but have 


opinion is widespread that despite recent happy reaction on this side of the 
price taking the financial market will Atlantic. Altogether the fire company 
made additional gains before peak prices executives are decidedly hopeful of the 
are réached. To a lesser degree the outlook, and while regretting the loss 
companies are buyers of high grade in-| record of the year now rapidly nearing 
dustrials and these too have gained in| jts close, are yet thankful that it was 
market value in the recent upward) no worse, which it might easily have 
movement, with the result that alto-| peen. , 7 
gether the fire offices have a consider- 


able paper profit to date, and one which - 
will offset underwriting losses and yet | KANSAS SEPARATION 
allow additions to net surplus accounts. | ——-— . _g 
Hopeful for 1925 | SUIT ON AT TOPEKA 
A further drain upon the companies | (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 
this year is the fact that they have been 
paying board and association assess-| the same time. 
ments upon 1923 premiums, which ag- Mr. Silber in his opening statement 
gregated considerably more than those | pointed out that the Bureau companies 
for the present year; so that the per-| would attempt to prove a conspiracy on 
centage cost in this direction will be | the part of the Union companies to hit 
considerably higher than it was 12/the Bureau companies through the 
months ago. Despite the reduced pre-| agents, that the Union had arranged a 
mium income the companies have been | boycott of the Bureau companies and 
unable materially to curtail their operat- | representatives of the Bureau companies 
ing expenses; salaries, rentals and other and that this conspiracy constituted a 
needed costs being practically fixed re-| violation of the Kansas anti-trust laws. 
gardless of income fluctuations. Were) The evidence of Mr. Hatch was taken to 
it not for the fine showing made by the | mean that the governing board arranged 
banking element of the business there | the details of the separation and directed 
would be little to comfort the average | the member companies to carry out the 
fire company executives in the present | plans. ‘ 
year of grace. But the fire underwriter Mr. Hicks, in his opening statement, 
is proverbially an optimist, and he finds pointed out that all the companies 
much to encourage him in the outlook agreed to the abrogation of the confer- 
for 1925. While the spirit of buoyance | ence agreement at the Montreal con- 
that seems to obtain throughout the | vention and he asserted that the separa- 
country generally has not yet crystal- | tion was being carried out strictly by the 
ized into any appreciable added demand companies as individuals and without 
for new indemnity, company men are. concerted action. 


companies carrying out separation at 











confident that this will result before Following the deposition of Mr. Hatch 
long, for reports of renewed business came the testimony in deposition form 
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of all the members of the governing Missouri state agent. 
committee of the Union. Each testified in the navy and on 
as to the meetings of the committee and at the end of the w 


that the minutes as reported by Mr. employ of the Niagara. 


Hatch were correct. These depositions 


are of the following: John C. Harding, Plan Campaign in Dallas PROVIDENCE, R. I., Dec. 
president; George H. Bell, National of DALLAS, TEX., Dec, 2.—At the weekly | 8. 8. Miller, publicity 


Mr. Ehret served 


ern states, there will 


a majority | tion in July 1921 he was taken to become 


being discharged | ready to change in Mississippi to main- | auditor of the three companies. 


ar returned to the | t#in uniformity. 


John G. Derby, assistant secretary, 
was born in 1880 in Newport, R. I. His 


. ° firs ork as railroz ork - “C= 
Miller Providence Speaker irst work was railroad work in connec 


tion with the Maine Central. Later ne 
3.—Chauncey | became interested in fire prevention 





manager for the | work and after devoting several years 


Hartford; Alfred Stinson, Fidelity-Phe- jyncheon of the Dallas Blue Goose, in| North British & Mercantile group, will | to this work in various capacities he 
nix; William L. Lerch, Great American; line with a recent report made on Dallas | 24dress the Rhode Island Association of | joined the engineering department of 


Fred A. Rye, Commercial Union; A. G. by engineers of the 
Dugan, Hartford; Walter E. Miller, committee composed 
Westchester. North British & J 
Depositions of D. J. Harrigan, Ili- Haeeart, National o 
; . . Jarreau, Great Ame 
nois state agent of the St. Paul, and 
James F. Joseph of the Western Union Liverpool & London 
were presented this morning. pointed to make pr 
ments for a get-toge 
held Monday, Dec. 8 


National Board, a 


fercantile; Charles 
f Hartford; M. G. 
rican; Ed Wright, 


Another Jersey City Loss mittees for an organization among the | National Bank and 


JERSEY CITY, N. J., Dec. 2.—Offi- field men to make a 
cials of the Pennsylvania Railroad esti- Of Dallas. 
mate the loss through the burning of This meeting is t 
Pier K here at $500,000. Eleven auto- campaign te reduce 
mobiles, an undetermined number of panas, and produc 
loaded and empty freight cars and an to better general co 


general inspection | Trust Co. of Boston. 


with the O’Bannon 


‘co be held with a facturers of artificial 
view to interesting the citizenship in a and assistant treasurer. 
the fire hazards in | came associated with 

an organized effort soston as treasurer and in 
nditions along this | industrial department 


Insurance Agents at 
of Wirt Leake ing at Providence today. 


New England 
Commonwealth 
1917 he went F. A. Christensen 
Corporation, manu- 


annual gather- | the America Fore companies as field 


engineer in December 1912 n 1914 he 
was brought to the home office as exam- 
iner in the engineering department. Two 


PAUL HAID NAMED PRESIDENT §years later he was sent to New England 
Aetna Insurance, and P. M. Marshall, (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14) }as special agent for the Fidelity-Phenix 
& Globe, was ap- | born in 1889 in Brooklyn. 
eliminary arrange- | high school in Brooklyn 
ther meeting to be | nected with the Equitable 
and appoint com- | York and later with 


with headquarters in Boston, from which 
place he was brought to the home office 
in 1923 as agency superintendent of the 
Fidelity-Phenix supervising the Middle 
Department 


After leaving 
became con- 
Life of New 


leather, as auditor Frank A. Christensen, assistant secre- 
In 1920 he be- | t8ry. was born in Greenwich, Conn., on 
Abbott & Co. of | July 13, 1894 His first work was with 
1921 with the | the London & Lancashire, for which 

the Guaranty | company he became office boy in its 


empty barge were consumed. Though line. Trust Co. of New In September | Hartford office in 1910 He subsequently 
rumors ot! incendarism were in circula- = —_——- 1922 he joined the America Fore organi filled various positions with that com- 
tion the railroad management believe the : ae . zation in its financial department and in| pany and in 1916 was made examiner. 
ion lageme wu Richards Establishing Department een’ Sata seam aamiee aaa | my and in made examin 

fire to have been of accidental origin. : er eon emetetan? mankwae of |" , 1924, was made assistant secretary. | During the world war Mr.Christensen 


With aid of two fireboats from New the western farm 
ork, 1e yerse ty depa e an- Connecticut, is now i 
York, the Jersey City department man : i 
aged to prevent the flames from spread- purpose of securing : 
ing to the railway yards, from which farm department of 
two hundred freight cars were shunted Wil! have charge of 
. nessee and of which 
out of the danger area. It has long a aa fe 
been the policy of the Pennsylvania establish headquarter 
Railroad to carry 50 percent of its Mr. Richards will, 
schedule in its sinking fund, placing the arrangements at Le 
remainder with the insurance offices. “In Florida for a few w 
the early days the schedules were car- Richards expects . 
ried with the Railway Syndicate but this P@™Ument Sometime 
has not been done for 20 years. The 


department of the Vernon 


n Kentucky for the 
in office for the new 


Vernon Hall, secretary 


served with the Yankee division through- 
out their entire campaign in France and 
in charge of | came out of the service as a second lieu- 


the company which | !°%* wae ‘born in Mt. N. C.. on | tenant. After the war Mr. Christensen 
Kentucky and Ten- | ©P*.. <%: 1882. He graduated from Uni- | became special agent for the Automobile 
he will act as man- | Y°TSity of South Carolina and com-|in New York and in 1921 entered the 
Mr. Richards will | ™°2®°* d work in 1905 with the General employ of the America Fore companies 

Electric Co. in Schenectady, N. Y He | as special agent for the American Eagle 


‘Ss at Lexington, Ky. 
after making the 
‘xington, go on to 
eeks’ vacation. Mr. 
open the new de- 
yefore Feb. 1 


engineering firm in 


ness in Athens, Ga. 
entered the employ 


later spent a year 


that in the electrical 


a consulting | in Connecticut On Jan. 1, 1924, he was 


York and after | brought into the home office as agency 
contracting busi- | superintendent for the American Eagle, 
Jan. 1, 1909, he | supervising the business of the Middle 
of the Continental as | Department. 

inspector and on Jan. 
special agent for Georgia. 


1911, became William H. Eames, auditor, was born 
On April 1./| Dee. 4, 1883, Bronx, N. Y. His entire 


report is current that the excess at this Vete On Commissions 1921, he was brought to the home office | business career has been spent with the 
time is held, in part at least, by London The insurance commissioner of Mis- &S general adjuster. America Fore companies. He succeeded 
Lloyds. sissippi, in response to a circular letter Coasts Si Seen Ernest Sturm in 1898 as office boy in 
sent out Nov. 1, has received replies the loss department. In 1905 he was 

mae from several companies voting for 20 Charles E. Swan, treasurer, was born | transferred to the unearned department 

William F. Ehret percent flat commissions instead of the June 15, 1878, in Brooklyn, N. Y He _-~4 in 1911 made assistant chief clerk 


William F. Ehret, one of the chief | ¢raded plan after Jan. 1. The Mississippi | started his insurance 


examiners in the western department of | !#WS Treduire compar 
the Niagara Fire in New York, has the contin peur bath 


been appointed Illinois special agent to | of the companies are voting for no _ Fidelity-Phenix Mr. 
assist State Agent Tucker. He suc- change. It is intimated, however, that if ier. In 1911 he was 
in the other south- Continental as cashier, 


ceeds William M. Aris, who becomes | 20 percent is allowed 





County EIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 





Organized 1832 


Statement, January 1, 1924 


Capital ........$ 500,000.00 
Assets .. 1,834,359.84 
liabilities except 
Capital ...... 893,735.72 
Surplus to Policyholders 
$940,624.12 








commissions to be charged by agents for 


career in the em- | of the Continental. In 1912 he became 


lies to vote on the. ploy of the Phenix of Brooklyn in Decem- | chief clerk of the Continental and the 


ber 1895 as clerk in the loss department Fidelity Underwriters and in 1915 also 


yre Dec. 1, but most | In 1910 when the Phenix merged into the | of the American Eagle. On May 1, 1916, 


New HAMPSHIRE 


FiRE INSURANCE Co. 


MancuesTer.N.H. 


Organized 1869 


Statement, January 1, 1924 


Capital .......$ 2,000,000.00 
Assets ....... 11,275,626.67 
liabilities except 
Capital ..... 5,873,397.23 
Surplus to Policyholders 
$5,402,229.44 


Standard Bearers of New Hampshire Service and Security 





became cash- | he became assistant to the auditor and 


transferred to the |in May 1914 assistant auditor of the 
from which posi- . three companies 








GRANITE STATE. 
FirE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Porrsmoutu.N.H. 


Organized 1885 


Statement, January 1, 





Assets . 2,358,534.50 
Liabilities except 
Capital ...... 1,309,817.91 
Surplus to Policyholders 
$1,048,716.59 

















36 


THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER December 4, 1924 











A 


logical step forward 


Merit-rating check alteration and 


forgery insurance 


<a> 


An announcement of importance to insurance men 


THE recognition of preferred risks has become a fundamental principle in the 
writing of all forms of insurance. Today it is universally acknowledged that 
users of loss preventive measures are entitled to discounts in proportion to the 
degree of prevention they employ. 


Sensing the growing importance of this basic principle, The Metropolitan 
Casualty Insurance Company of New York now takes the next great step forward, 
by extending this principle to the writing of Check Alteration and Forgery 
Insurance. 


In announcing this new service, The Metropolitan Casualty Insurance Com- 
pany offers to users of approved preventive devices, regardless of make, a gradu- 
ated scale of discounts from base rates for Check Alteration and Forgery Insur- 
ance, according to the actual degree of prevention such devices provide. 


This new merit-rating plan is as simple as it is sound and scientific. 


1. Definite standards of accomplishment in reducing check alteration 
and forgery hazards are established for check writing machines and 
safety papers. 

2. Substantial discounts are offered from base rates for Check Altera- 
tion and Forgery Insurance, graduated in accordance with these 
standards. 


Four standards have been set up for the chaseiincation n of check writing ma- 
chines, and three standards for the classification of safety papers. 

Discounts offered to users of check writing sapiens range from 5 per cent 
to 25 per cent, and to users of safety papers range from 2™% per cent to 25 per 
cent. Substantial additional discounts are offered to users of both machine and 
paper in combination. 

Check writing machines and safety p ipers of all types and makes are now 
being rated upon application by the manufacturer. 

The Metropolitan Casualty Insurance Company welcomes inquiries and cor- 
respondence regarding this new merit-rating schedule of discounts on Check 
Alteration and For; gery Insurance. 
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SEE MORE'STABILITY; 
IN, COMPENSATION; LINE 





Vice-president C. H. Remington of 
Aetna Affiliated Companies 
Gives Views 


FAVORS BROADER SERVICE 





Reviews Present Situation and Expres- 
ses Hope of Improvement in Un- 
derwriting Conditions 





HARTFORD, CONN., Dec. 3.—The 
subject of workmen’s compensation in- 
surance with particular reference to 
rates, service rendered the assured, and 
the future of the business, was discussed 


by Charles H. 
dent of the 


Remington, vice-presi- 
Aetna Life and affiliated 
companies, in an interview with a Hart- 
ford corrspondent of THE NaTIONAL 
UNDERWRITER today. 
Realize Rates Inadequate 

‘A review of compensation insurance 
experience to date by the leading in- 
surance carriers, as well as by some of 
the state insurance departments,” Mr. 
Remington said, “has resulted in the 
conclusion that the former rate level 
was’ inadequate. The revised rate level, 
built unon a broad exposure and later 
data, should, on e other hand, lend 
itself to more results in the un- 
derwriting of compensation insurance. 

‘There has been, it 


schools of underwriting, 


1 
th 


stable 


some sections and 





an alarm over 





rvi - wired 
of service required 





vice, I believe, should be welcomed by 
all live compensation cart 
the service is di 
which 





rs, providing 
directed into channels 
result in the ultimate good of th 
as its objec- 


the 





as a very 





business. 


Business Is Burdened 


“p a1 +} - for : P . 
erhaps no other form of insurance 


presents so many problems to the com- 
panies writing it as does workmen’s 
compensation. Not the least of these is 


the heavy burden of taxation, and the 
huge cost of complying with require 
ments to file iitumerous forms of statis- 
tical data, some of which is effectively 
used, and much of which is of question- 
able value. 

“The type of service rendered gov- 
erns largely the first cost of this protec- 
tion. It follows. then, that one of the 
most important factors entering into 
the cost concerns the payment of bene- 
fits, or in other Ren the administra- 
tion of the claims department. 

“Everything possible is done by the 
insurance companies to prevent acci- 
dents, but when they do occur a com- 
petent company will leave nothing un- 
done to provide the injured employe 
with proper treatment. It also will see 
that the employer is relieved of the bur- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 42 
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STATE FUND IS LOSING 


DESPITE MANY ADVANTAGES 
New York Employers Shift From State 
Though Given AppPar- 

ent Concessions 


Insurance, 


NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—In 1918 the 
New York state insurance fund wrote 
13.53 percent of the total premiums paid 
in the state for workmen’s compensation 
insurance. Last year the ratio was but 
82 percent, a drop of almost six points. 
ittle wonder that the management of 
1e fund is exercised and through ad- 
Nog nee oe placed with a number of 

leading daily papers is endeavoring 
to gf eet the revenues of the depart- 
ment. The furd claims to have saved 
its policyholders $8,000,000 since ae for- 
mation ten years ago, and the claim is 
doubtless well founded, nwo it must 
be borne in mind that in its early days 
the fund was subsidized; its affairs being 
conducted at ‘the expense of all tax- 
payers of the state regardless as to 


7: 
I 
t 
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whether they were insured with it or 
not. 
Cannot Hold Business 
It is further true that the rates 
thar by the state fund are 15 





ercent below those of the private car- 


riers, and that it has been paying its 








policyholders 15 percent dividends, des- 
pite which it has signally failed to grow 
in popularity with employers, as per- 
usual of the following figures will dis 
close In 1919 the ear: 
the State Fund _ totaled 
e four successive year 
73,047; $3,101,729; $2, 
9 5 769 Tespe ivel 
the total con nsa nN 
lected in New York 
1 D the ite 
ven 1916 13.63 
2.29 pe en 1915, 10.47 : 
67 percent; 1920, 8.85 percet 1921 
7.87 p 1922, 7.44 percent; 1923 
1.82 p t In her ds otwith- 
standing all the prestige behind the 
id at i i er o cl ) es the 
eat majori of the business en oO 
e state p rre o patronize the i 
itel) ( l il t 1S, W h 
sec « siness upon the lea « 
superiorit set ce I h r I 1 upon 
the GT 1 do cos nd tl the ustice 
« the p il is recognize the ste 
gain made in recel] s by the private cal 
riers Dest attests 


Built by Special Concessions 
The additional claim is put forth by 
the state fund that under the amended 
law employers insuring in the state fund 
are relieved from all further liability, 
which means that the risk of insolvency 
of the fund now falls on the insured em- 
ployes, injured workmen and depend- 
ents. Ag a matter of principle right 
minded employes should not encourage 
the granting of special concessions to 
public agencies competing with private 
enterprises. If competition is to . 
had by governmental agencies at all, 
should be strictly upon a basis of equé iL 
itv. Where this is afforded the private 
carriers have never feared the result, 
nor have they had occasion for so doing. 
In 1923 the state fund obtained from the 


New York legislature removal of the 15 | 


percent expense limit, in order that it 
| might broaden its service to its as- 


PLATE GLASS PROBLEM 


NOW USE FOURCAULT METHOD 





Product Has Texture of Window Glass 
But Thickness of Plate Glass— 
Much Care Needed 





Plate glass underwriters are faced 
with a new problem since the Four- 
cault method of glass making began to 
grow in popularity By this method, 
glass of the texture of window glass 
can be made more cheaply, and what 
is more important, can be made in 
thicknesses like plate glass. In the fu 
ture insurance men will have to watch 
carefully to see that they are not giv 
ing a plate glass contract, promising to 
replace with plate glass plates made 
by the Fourcault seetined. In some in 
stances, it has been found wise to check 
up and see that glaziers do not replace 
plate glass with the new and cheaper 
variety. 


Ford Leader in Development 


rs in the development 
of this kind of glass has been 








Henr y 
Ford, whose Allegheny plant is making 
great quantities of it. His method is 
to make a very thick plate, and polish 
t down by a process similar to but 
more rapid than that used in the mar 
ufacture of plate glas 
in the Fourcault method, the gl: 
led out of the vat over rollers, and 
in six or seven minutes is on a table. 
Chis is m more rapid than the cy! 
l met! yy which ordinar ndo 
glass is de The glass has the same 
laws that ppear 11 tl old variet 
ind is easily i hable i 
metho m plate iss ut fe t 
f 7 s thickness 
Ss D gf wi le used t l 
i est i 1 nts < id soc | u ‘ » ‘ 
1 hte lly P. ’ ¢ e 
where the flawlessness < ite gl S 
el led 
New Problem for Insurers 
Com é ri 1 gy 1 it ore 
lat ea | Ss rat Che less s 
he glas ully t by 5 
1 Chere s Ss e di pute 
\ er Ss S rile as Vi ler g S 
some | 1 that the < meth 
le i Cs str 1 1 iss because 
during the flattening | it is 1 
eated to a melting point, but others 
think this point of little importance. 
Undoubtedly many people will have 


this glass installed, without realizing 
that they have not been supplied with 
plate glass. Hence plate glass 
ance may be called for in all sincerity, 
and it is up to the agent and company 
to make certain what is being covered. 


insur- 








sured. As a consequence the expense 
ratio increased from about 14 percent 
in 1922 to 18 percent in 1923. What it 
will be in 1924 remains to be seen. In 
view of the increase in the expense ratio 
underwriters are speculating as_ to 
whether the state fund will be able to 
maintain its former dividend record. 
Competition in workmen’s compensa- 
tion insurance revolves upon the ques- 
tion of service, and the quality of that 
supplied by the stock offices was never 
better than now; hence the firm lodg- 
ment carriers in this class have in the 
minds of discriminating employers. 
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Page Thirty-seven 


LOOK FOR FLOOD OF 
COMPULSORY BILLS 





Casualty Men Expect Proponents 
of Automobile Measures to 
Exploit Them 


EXPERIENCE IN EUROPE 


Ohio Organization Presents Some Very 
Sane and Convincing Arguments 
Against State Insurance Fund 





The casualty insurance men are an- 
ticipating a flood of bills in all the leg- 
islatures compelling insurance or some 
kind of protection against automobile 
casualties. With this goes the appre- 
hension that if insurance is to be en- 
forced against all automobile owners it 
will lead to a proposal that the state 
shall conduct the insurance. Ohio is 
one of the states where legislation of 
this kind is being considered and the 
state insurance plan has been advocated 
y Judge Robert S. Marx of Cincinnati. 
The Ohio Manufacturers Association 
has maintained a friendly attitude to- 
wards the state compensation fund, but 
the question is a different one when it 
comes to having the state issue auto- 
mobile insurance. While there is con- 
siderable sentiment that the public 
should be protected against automobile 
accidents, this sentiment does not go 
so far as to include the idea of protec- 
tion through state insurance. 


Situation in Foreign Lands 


Alfred Reeves, general manager of 
the National Automobile Chamber of 
Commerce, who has just returned from 
a study of automobile conditions abroad, 
speaks of automobile insurance condi- 
ions in Switzerland as follows: 

“Switzerland is a fine, compact, pros- 
little country—does business 
with everyone: conducts its affairs on a 
basis that offers a fine example for 
other countries. She has had compul- 
sory liability insurance on motor cars 
in operation for two years and it has 
worked out fairly well, the insurance 
being done with local companies and 
not by the state. All other countries 
in Europe object to compulsory insur- 
ance of this kind on the ground that it 
makes for increased accidents and prop- 


perous 


erty damage, as people are careless 
when they are relieved of responsibil- 
Melba 
ity. 


It would seem that when the Euro- 
pean countries, which go in much more 
than the United States for government 
ownership and state socialism, do not 
include automobile liability protection 
in the state plans, the United States, 
the most individualistic country in the 
world, cannot afford to do so. 

Says Plan Is Unsound 


The following is an article which re- 
cently appeared in the bulletin of the 
Ohio Manufacturers Association: 

While the proposition advanced by 
Judge Robert S. Marx of Cincinnati, 
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that a state fund should be created to 
compensate the victims of automobile 
accidents, is not a new one, it is, never- 
theless, unsound. This proposal recurs 
whenever some person suddenly sees the 
apparent similarity between automobile 
accidents and industrial accidents. Judges 
are particularly susceptible to this pro- 
posal because of their experience in de- 
ciding automobile accident cases in 
which it is often difficult to determine 
which party is at fault. Frequently a 
judge is required by circumstances to 
let a case go to a jury, wherein he sees 
both parties are at fault, and yet the 
mistake of judgment on either side has 
been so insignificant and has occurred 
for such a fleeting moment that it seems 
unfair to place responsibility for the 
accident on one party or the other, or 
to leave one party to stand a large repair 
bill or doctor’s bill, and the other party 
to go free. Nothing is more natural 
than the line of reasoning which sug- 
gests that the bill be split between the 


parties without regard to fault. Then 
the mind is attracted to a state fund 


because 
working. 


there is now such a state fund 


Analogy Is Unsound 


The analogy is wholly unsound. In- 
dustrial accidents occur in spite of the 
greatest precaution. They concern the 
employer and employe who are tied to- 
gether in a close relation and of neces- 
sity as well as desire, are anxious to 
cooperate with each other. The parties 
to industrial accidents are friends, or at 
least closely associated. 

But the victims of automobile 


acci- 
dents come together by merest chance. 
They are total strangers. They have 


merely run into each other. They have 
no interest in each other. The chance 
for a recurrence of the same accident is 
remote and the possibility of foreseeing 
and preventing such an accident is not 
only remote but there is not the same 
urge to foresee and prevent that exists in 
industry. Laying aside the very grave 
question of the constitutionality of any 
such proposal, the practical result would 
be most unfortunate. From the point of 
view of the wrong-doer, a compensation 
law would afford a convenient means of 
escaping the consequences of a careless 
act. From the point of view of the per- 
son who pays the premium, the indus- 
trial and commercial organizations of 
the state must view such a proposal with 
apprehension. 

It may be assumed in advance that the 
private citizen who drives his Ford will 
be given a low rating, while the premium 
of the owner of a fleet of trucks will be 
heavily loaded to make up the bulk of 
the fund. A state law which would re- 
quire every automobile owner to furnish 
bond, or an insurance policy, would pro- 
tect the general public against insolvent, 
incompetent and _ reckless drivers. A 
state compensation fund for automobil- 
ists would relieve the insolvent and 
reckless man of liability at the expense 
of those who are now able to respond for 
damages which their servants may cause 
from the operation of their automobiles. 

One of the considerations underlying 
the payment of workmen’s compensation 
is the fact that the victims of industrial 
accidents are usually persons who have 
not been able to accumulate sufficient 
funds to provide against the impairment 
of earning power. Their labors are so 
essential to the modern industrial world 
that injuries to workmen are, in a sense, 
matters of public interest. There is no 
publie interest connected with the man 
who can afford to drive an automobile 
along the public highway. There is no 
close connection between his health and 
safety and his activity in the industrial 
world. 

There is no reason on the one hand for 
the publie to join in an insurance fund 
for his benefit merely because he avails 
himself of an opportunity for pleasure 
that others may not obtain and which 
ordinarily is unproductive of public good. 
On the other hand, there is no reason 
why the innocent victim of an automo- 
bile accident should be restricted in the 
amount of compensation he receives in 
order that less careful drivers may also 
be compensated. 

If every owner were required to fur- 
nish bond, or an insurance policy, many 
of those who are now the most reckless 
drivers would be forced off the streets 
because of their inability to provide pro- 
tection against their recklessness. A 
state compensation fund would but be 
an added expense on those who are now 

nancially able to protect themselves, 
and an unwarranted interference with a 
business that is essentially speculative 
and private in nature. 
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ASK COMPANIES’ AID 


SHOW THEIR PART IN WORK 





Highway Safety Conference Gets In- 
surance Committee’s Report, Sug- 
gesting Future Program 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 2.— 
The preliminary report of the committee 
on insurance of the conference on street 
and highway safety, published today, 
gives that committee’s recommendation 


for the part insurance companies can 
play in the safety program now being 
worked out by the various organiza- 
tions participating in the conference 
called by Secretary of Commerce 
Hoover. Improvement in _ statistical 
compilation and development of acci- 
dent prevention work constitute the 
chief recommendation. Another impor- 


tant suggestion, though not strictly the 
function of the insurance companies, is 
that for the general adoption of the 
principal of certification and registration 
of automobile titles. The recommenda- 
tions are summed up as follows: 


Urge Better Records 


That insurance companies be urged to 
detailed and clearly organized 
record of street and highway accidents, 
according to causes, location and other 
controlling factors; and to seek through 
cooperative influence, to bring about the 
development and adoption of uniform 
standard forms for the recording of such 
information. 

That through their various associa- 
tional affiliations they cooperate in pre- 
paring and distributing uniform manuals 
to give special safe driving instructions 
to commercial vehicle drivers and to 
drivers of private passenger automo- 
biles. 

That they cooperate in impressing on 
owners of fleets of commercial vehicles 
the desirability of “safe drivers’ schools.” 


keep a 


Inspections Recommended 


That the insurance 
couraged as far as practicable to adopt 
the practice of making periodical in- 
spections as to the conditions of auto- 
biles insured by them, with particular 
attention to brake adjustment, steering 
control, clutch mechanism and lighting 
equipment. 

That all of the states should adopt the 
principle of certification and registra- 
tion of automobile titles as one of the 
most important and effective means of 
reducing thefts—a prolific cause of acci- 
dents. That legislation should be uni- 
form and should contain adequate pro- 
vision for enforcement and proper pen- 
alties for violation. 

That every community undertake pre- 
vention work aggressively, since it is 
the community that largely controls the 
factors that make for a reduced accident 
toll, which is reflected ultimately in a 
lower cost for automobile insurance. The 
committee asserts that after a thorough 
analysis of individual merit rating it 
believes that such a plan is “of doubtful 
efficacy as a preventive of automobile ac- 
cidents.” 


companies be en- 


Suggest New Laws 


That there should be enactment by the 


states of: (a) A law with respect to 
motor vehicles to provide that when any 
motor vehicle is operated in violation of 
the provisions of the general motor ve- 
hicle law, and negligently and care- 
lessly, and any person is thereby in- 
jured in person or property, the license 
of driver or owner should be 
ately suspended and “in the proper in- 
stances revoked,” and (b) a law with 
respect to motor vehicles to provide that 
when any motor vehicle is operated in 
violation of the provisions of the general 
motor vehicle law, and negligently or 
carelessly and any person is thereby in- 
jured in person or property, such motor 
vehicle shall be impounded, 


Report on Construction 


The ec ommittee on 


construction and 
ee of the 


conterence on street 
and highway safety has completed its 
report, which will be presented to the 
meeting of the conference on Dec. 12 
The committee report states that a 
verv small percentage of street _ 
highway accidents can be attributed ¢ 

rectly to construction and engineering 


immedi- | " - 
| upon which it cannot collect. 


NEARING COMPLETION 


TRAVELERS WILL BROADCAST 





Hartford Company Expects to Have Its 
New Radio Station in Operation by 
First of Year 


HARTFORD, CONN., Dec. 2.—The 
Travelers will begin broadcasting from 
its new radio station before the first of 
the new year, according to Vice-presi- 
dent Walter G. Cowles, who has had 
supervision of ies installation of the 
company’s broadcasting station. 

Vice-president Cowles has long been 
a radio “fan,” having been interested in 
the science since it was in swaddling 
clothes. It is probable that his interest 
is largely responsible for the Travelers 
going into the air. 


Can Address All Agents 


Storage batteries instead of motor 
generators will be the source of juice fo1 
the broadcasting. The Travelers station 
will be powerful enough for agents 
throughout the entire country to “tune 
in” and hear what President Butler or 
others at the home office may have to 
say to them. 

All the transmitting and power equip- 
ment of the new station will be located 
in an addition to be erected on the roof 
of the home office building. As compan- 
ions to the tower which the Travelers 
has broadcasted by picture in the past, 
there will be two 150-foot masts on the 
roof for the antenna. The entire build- 
ing is to be shielded to prevent interfer- 
ence. 

The Travelers has 
among its 4,000-odd home office em- 
ployves to provide radio entertainment 
for months, but it is understood that 
outside talent will also be featured. 


enough talent 


REINSURANCE IS ABROGATED 


Non-Payment of Necessary Cash Caused 
Indiana Mutual to Drop Mid- 
American Mutual 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Dec. 2.— 
The contract for the reinsurance of the 
coal mining business of the Mid-Ameri- 
can Mutual Casualty by the Indiana 
Mutual Casualty has been abrogated. 
This is the outcome of considerable con- 
troversy over the affairs of several In- 
diana mutual and reciprocal organiza- 
tions. In this case, there has been some 
trouble in connection with the reinsuring 
of some of the old accounts, particularly 
since the coal mining risks in Indiana 
have not been favorable during the past 
few years. When the Indiana Mutual 
Casualty sought to take over the coal 
mining business of the Mid-American 
Mutual, the Indiana insurance depart- 
ment demanded that full reserves, cal 
culated on the per case basis instead 
of the 65 percent ratio, be set up. The 
Indiana Mutua! Casualty demanded suf- 
ficient money to make this deposit from 
the Mid-American Mutual, upon the re- 
fusal of which the contract was abro- 
gated. As the Mid-American Mutual 
tied up with a large number of notes, 
a friendly 
for a receivership, to col- 
notes and liquidate the or- 


suit was filed f 
lect these 
ganization. 


defects, but the tremendous development 
of motor traffic requires the elimination 
of all defects that may result in con- 
gestion or dangers on the road. The 
suggestions have largely to do with road 
planning and marking. The committee 
also took up the question of highway 
rules, recommending a new system of 
lights, with red for stop, green for pre- 
ceed and yellow for caution, and in ad- 
dition purple or some other color as a 
special cautionary indication of 
roads. 


CcCTOSS- 





ESTABLISH PRECEDENT 


MINNESOTA CASE IMPORTANT 





Compensation Decision Holds Employer 
For All Salaries, Where Injured 
Had Dual Occupation 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 2.—An em- 
ploye receiving two or more salaries, 
for the purposes of remuneration under 
the Minnesota compensation law shall 
have his total earnings taken into con- 
sideration in event of award being made 
for an industrial accident. This is the 
decision of the Minnesota industrial 
commission in the case of Thomas Mc- 
Elligott vs. Faribault Baseball Associa- 
tion and United States Casualty. The 
ruling establishes an important prece- 
dent for all similar cases. 

Held for Both Salaries 


McElligott was a member of the Fari- 
bault Baseball Association team and 
under contract to play each Sunday at 
$20 per week. During week days he 
was a by Montgomery Ward 
& Co., St. Paul, at $30 per week. He 
sustained a fractured ankle while play- 
ing ball and was laid up for eight weeks. 
The question then arose as to what 
amount he should be reimbursed — 
depended on his weekly salary. The 
industrial commission holds his com- 
pensation shall be paid on the salary 
income of $50 per week, or the total of 
both salaries. 

In the opinion filed by the state com- 
mission it is admitted “the compensa- 
tion law of this state makes no express 
provisions for a situation of this kind.” 
The ruling is based on general provi- 
sions prevailing in other states and “the 
rule of construction to the effect that 
the act shall be construed liberally in 
favor of the injured workman.” The 
opinion then continues: 

Follow Prevailing Opinion 

“In some of the states as well as in 
the British act of 1914, it is provided in 
effect that where a workman had en- 
tered into contracts of service with two 
or more employers, his average weekly 


earnings shall be computed as if his 
earnings under all such contracts were 
earnings in the employment of the em- 


ployer for whom he was working at the 
time of the accident. 

“While there is no such express pro- 
vision in the compensation law of this 
state, we think that the spirit and pur- 
pose of the act would be violated by 
the application of any other rule to such 
a state of fact. In case of an injury 


occuring during employment with an 
employer for a short period of the 
weekly term, if the compensation 1s to 


be based upon the earnings during said 
short period of employment, the result 
would not be in harmony with the spirit 
and purpose of the compensation law 
to provide compensation in lieu of 
wages. 

Claim Hazards Same 

“To base the compensation upon any 
other wage basis than that of the total 
wage with all employers would violate 
the spirit and purpose of the compensa- 
tion law, as well as the rule of construc- 
tion to the effect that the act shall be 
construed liberally in favor of the in- 
jured workman. 

“The exposure risk of the employer 
who is insured is no greater on six men 
each employed one day in a week than 
it is on one man employed six days in 
a week. Both the payroll and the ex- 
posure hazard are identical in the two 
instances suggested. The only possi- 
bility of prejudice to the employer is 
in cases where the employments are dis- 
similar in character, and this circum- 
stance has been noted in some of the 
decided cases. We think, however, that 
this is usually not important and that 
the rule should not be subject to any 
exceptions with reference to the differ- 
ing character of the several employ- 
ments.” 
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SETTLEMENTS MUDDLED 
BY HASTY AGENTS 


Vice-President John A. Luhn of 
the Fidelity & Deposit Ex- 
presses His Views 


TRAINED MEN ARE NEEDED 





Expert Claim Adjusters Should Get on 
the Job Before the Business 
Producer Does 





John A. Luhn, vice-president of the 
Fidelity & Deposit, made an interesting 
talk at the agency convention of that 
company. He said that the claim de- 
should keep in touch 


partment close 


with the underwriting department in 
handling claims. 

He said that it is impossible to settle 
fidelity or surety claims on the same 
basis as casualty or fire claims. In the 
surety claim, a third party is involved. 
He said the settlement of burglary 
claims naturally is much more simple. 
Fidelity claims, as a rule, are the 
simplest claims to handle so far as 
bonds are concerned. 


Settlement May Be Complicated 


He said that an agent may complicate 
the settlement of a case by expressing 
an opinion as to the liability of a com- 
pany before the company representative 
gets on the ground. He said that in his 
opinion a claim man should be placed 
on the adjustment work at once and 
then the agent would not embarrass 
the settlement. There would result 
much less dissatisfaction. Mr. Luhn 
said that he did not recall any bond that 
had been lost where a capable claim man 
got on the job first. If an agent ex- 
presses some opinion that is contrary 
to the opinion of the claim department 
the assured himself is liable to be very 
much put out and the business lost. 


How Attorneys Can Help Agents 


Mr. Lukn said the settlement of con- 
tract and judicial claims is more com- 
plicated than any other. He asserted 
that claim men in looking over court 
records frequently find cases where per- 
sonal surety is given or they see that 
some certain attorneys are advising 
personal surety all the time. In such 
cases the information should be passed 
on to the agent. This will give him a 
field in which to work. In going over 
claims, the claim man may find that 
the bond is not sufficiently broad to 
cover the needs of the bondholder. For 
instance, in the case of a bank, a claim 
man may find that a banker could be 
served a great deal better by a bankers 
blanket bond. In such cases the in- 
formation naturally should be handed 
to the agent. 


Suggests Use of Testimonials 


Mr. Luhn said that it is desirable to 
get testimonials where important 
have been settled and the bondholder 
is satisfied with the way he has been 
treated. He said that last year the 
Fidelity & Deposit got $705,000 in salv- 
age. With proper cooperation with the 
field forces the recovery would be far 
greate 


cases 


Gallagher Makes Shift 


Frank J. Gallagher, for the past eight 
years connected with the casualty de- 
partment of R. A. Corroon & Co., has 
resigned to join the Marsh & McLennan 
organization in New York City. Mr. 
Gallagher was presented with a gold 
watch by the staff of the Corroon office 
as an expression of their appreciation 
for his association. 








CONFER ON AGREEMENT 


TO COME BEFORE CONVENTION 





Beha Watching Acquisition Cost Plan, 
Anticipating Discussion by Com- 
missioners Next Week 


NEW YORK, Dec. 2.—Conferences 
between Superintendent of Insurance 
Beha and executives of the casualty 
writing companies over the acquisition 
cost rules, and the results had there- 
under, continue from time to time, the 
superintendent apparently seeking to 
inform himself as fully as possible upon 
the admittedly complicated proposition 
in advance of the semi-annual meeting 
oi the National Convention of Insur- 
ance Commissioners, which meets here 
next week. The subject of acquisition 
cost will likely come up for review at 
this meeting. On Wednesday last the 
national agency committee and the New 
York City committee talked over the 
general situation, and a day or two later 
certain of the managers went over va- 
rious additional points with Mr. Beha. 
The latter is understood to have con- 
ferred with the executives of three or 
four companies that are not adhering 
to the conference regulations, seeking to 
know the reason for their non-observ- 
ance. 
Some Question Authority 


The acquisition cost agreement is the 
outgrowth of a suggestion made by 
former Superintendent Stoddard of New 
York, that the casualty writing com- 
panies get together in an endeavor to 
limit field costs and regulate the number 
and character of their agency forces. 
The organization is rather a nebulous 
one, without definite form or authority, 
and it is a question whether under exist- 
ing laws the superintendent has the 
power to enforce its provisions were he 
so disposed. Of course the official has 
broad discretionary authority, and if he 
is convinced that the cancellation of a 
company’s license to operate in the state 
were in the interest of the business as 
a whole he would be free to take action 
of that nature, without having to assign 
any specific reason. And yet with the 
demand that exists for indemnity in the 
state the superintendent would be very 
reluctant to eliminate the carrying ca- 
pacity of any financially strong institu- 
tion. Mr. Beha has a problem before 
him. The companies that are observing 
the acquisition cost rules find them- 
selves hampered at various centers by 
their free lance competitors, and unless 
the latter can be controlled through 
state order there is no way of holding 
them in check. Superintendent Beha is 
studying the situation very carefully, 
and is not likely to express himself until 
he has heard all sides of the story and 
made up his mind just how much au- 
thority he has under existing statutes 
and what changes thereto, if any, it 
might be desirable to seek. 

At the conference of the company 
executives last week it was agreed to 
increase membership upon both the na- 
tional agency and the New York City 
committees to 18 and 19 respectively, 
so that every company transacting the 
lines covered by the acquisition cost 
agreement might be given representa- 
tion upon one committee or the other. 
When the agreement was formed about 
two years ago it was the understanding 
that membership upon the committees 
would rotate each vear. At the first 
anniversary when the change should 
have gone into effect the committees 
were in the midst of a series of difficult 
problems and it was thought unwise to 
make anv change in their personnel. 
This year the wisdom of securing 
broader representation was appreciated 
and the decision to increase the size of 
each committee was determined upon. 
Once the new membership for the com- 
mittees, which will be by companies, 
has been agreed upon the fact will be 





announced by General Manager Jesse 


JOINS “AT COST” RANKS 
MACLUB OFFERS LOW RATES 


Motor Club for Masons Only Announces 
Its Ability to Place Insurance at 
Reduction 


[The Maclub of America, a national 
automobile club composed of members 
of Masonic orders, is extending its serv- 
ice to include the writing of insurance at 
20 percent below —~ meaning the reg- 
ular rates charged by most stock com- 
panies. An announcement has been sent 
to members of the organization by 
President B. W. Rowell, announcing 
that members can secure all forms of 
automobile insurance, written by a stock 
company and thus free from assessment 
liability at 20 percent less than the reg- 
ular rate. It is understood that arrange- 
ments are not fully concluded, but will 
be in a week or two. The letter sent 
cut to members of the club reads as fol- 
lows: 

Many of our members have asked us 
if Maclub, having been completely re- 
organized, could not arrange for special 
rates for automobile insurance, such as 
is offered by other motor clubs 

In response to this urgent and grow- 
ing demand from our members, we are 
pleased to announce that arrangements 
have teen made with a large stock in- 
surance company, where no assessments 
are possible, not a mutual, where any 
Maclub member in good standing can 
secure a regular standard, full coverage 
liability ani property damage policy, no 
deductible clause, at 20 percent less cost 
than the regular rates charged by most 
stock companies. 

Maclub has no interest in any insur- 
ance company, but has made these spe- 
cial arrangements as a part of the serv- 
ice it is giving its members. 

Any member of Maclub wishing to se- 
cure further information can obtain full 
details by writing direct to Maclub head- 
quarters. 


MANY CHANGES IN NEW YORK 


New Liability Manual Shows Many 
Differences for That City, Not 
Applied to Remainder of 
Country 


The new liability manual which was 
published last week shows a number of 
chahges for greater New York, beyond 
those for the country at large. The 
rates for owners, landlords and tenants’ 
public liability has been made on a 
territorial basis for the first time and 
while the rate level for the country as 
a whole is increased 20 percent, greater 
New York rates show an increase of 
about 190 percent. Also these policies 
will not be written in greater Naw York 
for a longer period than one year in the 
future, in order to allow a review of the 
risks annually. \ revision has also 
been made in the theatre public liability 
rates, creating a rate differential for 
greater New York, as the experience 
indicates that conditions differ materially 
from those in the remainder of the coun- 
try. The rate level of the country at 
large has not been changed, while the 
theatre rates in New York are increased 
about 62 percent. The classification 
experience in the theatre liability sec- 
tion is based on a total exposure of 10,- 
180,057 seats, with total incurred losses 
of $549,088. Rates for elevator public 
liability have been established for the 
first time on a territorial basis and 
credit for safetv devices has been al- 
lowed. In greater New York, these 
policies will not be written for more than 
one vear. The elevator experience was 
hased on 16,521 elevators, with a total 
incurred loss of $1,646,406. The other 
changes largely followed the general 
revision in the rate manual throughout 
the country. 


S. Philips of the National Bureau of 
Casualty & Surety Underwriters, which 
organization performs all the adminis- 
trative work for the conference offices. 


SUGGEST DEPARTURE 
FROM PRESENT METHOD 


William Leslie Discusses Compen- 
sation Rating Before Casualty 
Actuarial Society 


USE STATE EXPERIENCE 


Would Determine State Exceptions in 
Manner Similar to Experience Rat- 
ing of Individual Risks 





NEW YORK, 
departures 


Dec. 2. 
present 


Two sharp 
compensation 


rating methods were suggested by Wil- 


from 


manager of the 
National Council on Compensation In- 


liam Leslie, general 

address delivered before 
the Casualty Actuarial Society of which 
he is the retiring president, at its annual 
meeting held here. He said that there 
is a strong sentiment in favor of fol- 
lowing state experience exclusively, be- 


surance, in an 


cause of the unavoidable complexities 
involved in using national experience, 
and asked if a method equally sound 
theoretically with that now being used, 
and which better satisfies the premium 
paying public should not be used. He 
said further, that the next step in the 
development of the pure premium se- 
lection is to determine state exceptions 
in a manner wholly comparable to that 
employed in experience rating of indi- 
vidual risks. 

He said: 


Weakness of Compromise 


“Results obtained by methods of com- 
promise always contain weak spots. At 
times compromises are absolutely es- 
sential in order to avoid stagnation but 
they seldom represent permanent solu- 
tions. In the ‘give and take’ process 
the thing which is produced this year as 
a scientific answer to a problem could 
be reversed quite as easily next year as 
the result of a new compromise. It is 
extremely difficult for outsiders to grasp 
the fact that differing solutions of the 
same problems can each be based upon 
scientific reasoning and it is impossible 
for the public to distinguish between 
changes produced by new compromises 
and those which represent the real de- 
velopments of actuarial science. The 
result is a decided weakening of the 
influence of scientific methods and the 
imposition of an unnecessary handicap 
in the conduct of our public relations. 
We know that there are even many 
casualty executives who believe that 
there is too much science employed in 
ratemaking and that better results 
would be obtained if statistics and the 
experience of the past were relegated to 
a less important place. Those who hold 
that view have missed the real point. 
What is needed is not less science but 
more emphasis upon the importance of 
a common point of view followed by a 
consistent selection of the scientifically 
obtained soluti ons that conform to that 
point of view. 


Consistency Is Needed 


“Consistency is the greatest thing to 
strive for today in the casualty field. 
To obtain it we must be able to agree 
upon the point of view from which we 
will approach the problems before us 
and then stick to that point of view 
whether or not we like it in individual 
instances. For many reasons it has 
seemed that the common point of view 
should be that of the public and not 
that of any single class of insurance car- 
riers. Expressed in another way, this 
means that the best interests of the 
business as a whole are served by con- 
sidering our problems from the single 
viewpoint of the public at large rather 
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Has pleased its Agents and Policyholders and steadily 
grown in financial solidity and in prestige for nearly 40 
years. 


We write Accident—Health—Auto Liability and Prop- 


erty Damage and Burglary Insurance. 
All Agency contracts are direct with Home Office. 


Assets exceed $8,000,000—Surplus to 
$2,654,000. 


policyholders 


We have some territory open that may interest you. 

















SPECIALISTS GATHER THE INFOR- 
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than from the varying viewpoints of 
carriers or classes of carriers that serve 
only certain sections of the public. 

“This does not mean that the pro- 
verbial desire of the buyers of insurance 
to get their insurance for as little as 
possible should govern but rather that 
the broader public view, which 
justice for the companies as well as for 
the policyholders, should prevail. As 
one reason, it has seemed that this is 
the only viewpoint on which one could 
ask for a universal meeting of minds. 
Any consistent course involves at times 
advantages or disadvantages to various 
carriers or classes of carriers and re- 
quires subordination of : eolbdanesent on 
the part of such carriers. No group of 
carriers would agree to accept the view- 
point of another group as the one to 
follow consistently. On the other hand, 
1 groups have shown a willingness to 
lay aside shortsighted self-interest and 
approach these problems in a disinter- 
ested frame of mind. 





Take Publie View-Point 


“It has been proved to be good prac- 
tical business to take the public view- 
point on problems such as ours. After 
all, it is the public with whom we do 
our business. The more our methods 
and practices conform to their views 
the more amicable will be our relations 
and the smoother 
run. Let us not sacrifice anything of 
sound scientific value in the solution of 
our problems, but let us attempt to ap- 
proach each problem in a disinterested 
manner and endeavor to select from the 
several available solutions that one 
which is most acceptable from the pub- 
lic viewpoint. This course will combine 
sound scientific principles and good 
business. 

“Some recent dev elopments in meth- 
ods of pure premium selection seem to 
me to illustrate quite strikingly the 
valuable results that flow from subordi- 
nating the viewpoints of individual 
companies or classes of companies and 
substituting for them a single disinter- 
ested viewpoint. 


Committee Method 


“In the earlier general rate revisions 
it was the practice to have pure pre- 
miums selected by a committee of un- 
derwriters. This committee was fur- 
nished with an exhibit of the country- 
wide experience, combined upon some 
common cost level. The pure premiums 
indicated by the experience were shown 
and it was the committee’s job to ana- 
lyze those indications for the purpose 
of determining what pure premiums to 
select; what classes should be com- 
bined; what exceptions should be made 
for states and groups of states; what 
experience should be excluded in deter- 
mining the national pure premiums; and, 


finally, how far the actual experience 
should be followed, were all questions 
which this committee had to answer. 


[he task was tedious and usually long 
drawn out. A committee member who 
had been away from his office for four 
days and wanted to get the five o’clock 
train home was in a much more com- 
promising mood than at the beginning 
of the week’s work. After strug gling 
for three-fourths of the day over a sin- 
gle point, the whole committee would 
put on steam to make up for lost time, 
and pure premium selections would be 
ade for the rest of the day with con- 
aaais more haste than care. 
ne committee member was 
rly interested in one or 





4 more classes. 
If so, he made it his business to see 
that the class or classes received thor- 


ough consideration, per ot considerably 
more than the majority received. These 
and other similar shortcomings of the 
committee method have led to the 
adoption of different mechanics in the 
selection of pure premiums. 


Procedure Now Followed 
“Under the new procedure, the expe- 
rience is reviewed by a group of disin- 
terested persons who make tentative 
selections for the final review of the 
committee of underwriters. In the Na- 
tional Council the work is done by the 


will our business be |} 





Perhaps | 
particu- | 


executive staff, comprising men with 
underwriting, actuarial and engineering 
training and experience. The results are 
submitted to the committee members in 
advance of the meeting and only those 
classes are discussed upon which the 


committee members raise specific ques- 
seeks | 


tions. In the general rate revision of 
1923-1924 the national pure premiums 
recommended by the council staff were 
accepted without change in about 95 
percent of the cases. In a recent review 
of pure premiums for New York the staff 
of the council and the staff of the New 
York Compensation Inspection Rating 
Board made a joint study of the experi- 
ence, and their pure premium recom- 
mendations were adopted by the com- 
mittees of review in all but 16 cases. 


Advantages of System 


‘There are 
vantages 


certain quite obvious ad- 
attached to this method of 
procedure. It requires less time on the 
part of committee members, thus pro- 
ducing a dollars and cents saving to 
their companies and making committee 
membership less of a burden. It frees 
the committee members from a vast 
amount of routine work, thus permitting 
concentration on the really difficult mat- 


ters. But the character of the results 
obtained by the method is really the 
strongest argument in its favor. Not 
that the disinterested group, which 


makes the preliminary review, is better 
equipped, or necessarily even so well 
equipped, in point of knowledge as the 
committees of company representatives, 
but that their very disinterestedness 
enables them to apply to all the prob- 
lems a common viewpoint, which is 
probably as near the public viewpoint 
as could be secured. This group has no 
conscious or unconscious favorites 
among the several classifications. There 
is no line of business in which it has a 
special interest. Consequently, it is bet- 
ter fitted to deal impartially with every 
class in its turn, applying to each the 
same principles and standards of judg- 
ment, so far as may be humanly pos- 
sible. 
Want Impartial Consideration 


“The companies and the committees 
which represent them want just that 
sort of impartial consideration applied 
to the task of pure premium selection 
and experience has shown that commit- 
tees are unwilling to change the recom- 
mendations placed before them unless 
incontrovertible additional information 
is produced or greater knowledge of the 
hazards and processes of a certain in- 
dustry shows that the recommendation 
is wrong. Even then it must be demon- 
strated to the committee that the change 
does not depart from the uniform view- 
point from which every class has been 
considered. 

“At present in determining class rates, 
no difficulty exists where the exposure 
is sufficiently great to justify adopting 
the actual indications of the experience. 
The trouble enters when classes are 
reached which have less than an admit- 
tedly adequate exposure. In selecting 
national pure premiums the difficulty of 
insufficient exposure is minimized be- 
cause the use of countrywide experience 
for several policy years, tos gether with the 
combination of the experience of classes 
having analogous hazards, reduces the 
instances of an admittedly inadequate 
exposure to a small number. For this 
small number of cases there is no re- 
course but to use judgment in estab- 
lishing pure premiums. But when it 
comes to the point of making exception 
pure premiums for the several states or 
‘tions of the upon the basis 
of their own experience, a very difficult 
problem is presented. 

Individual Method 


sec 


country 





Follow 


“Looking at this problem from the 
viewpoint of the public at large, it would 
thus seem necessary, as the next step 
in the development of pure premium 
selection, to determine actuarially the 
credibility to be assigned to various ex- 
posures, and determine state ee 
in a manner wholly comparable to that 
employed in experience rating an indi- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 47) 
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On May 10, 1925 
we will be thirty years old 


WE WANT MORE AGENTS 


Do you want another casualty company? 








Why not write me about it. 
t We could get better ac- 
quainted, anyway, even if we 
did no business with each 
other; and we MIGHT be 
useful to each other—the only 
way to know is to find out. 








EDSON S. LOTT, President 
United States Casualty Company 
80 Maiden Lane, New York 
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HEARING ON / AUTO LAW | 


DISCUSS COMPULSORY COVER | 


Pennsylvania Commission Will Meet 
Friday to Consider Legislation for 
State Insurance Fund 


HARRISBURG, PA., Dec. 2.—Rep- 
resentatives of automobile associations 
and insurance companies from all over 
the state are expected to attend the spe- 
cial hearings in Harrisburg on Dec. 
when the special commission appointed 
by the last legislature will meet to con- 
sider legislation looking toward com- 
pulsory insurance on all motor cars in 
Pennsylvania. 

Considerable 


5, 


opposition is being ex- 


pressed, both in motor association and 
insurance circles, to the plan which 
would create another state insurance 
fund. Automobile underwriters are es- 
pecially outspoken against any plan 
which savors of socialization. 
Vietims Unable to Collect 
Advocates of the compulsory law 
point out that in many cases of casu- 
alties through reckless driving, the 


driver has carried no insurance, and the 
dependents of victims have been unable 
to collect, even when suits have been 
successfully brought. 

The commission was given only $1,000 
with which to study automobile insur- 
ance conditions, and has’. been able to 
make but little headway with this limited 
sum. So far, only one public hearing 
has been held. That was in Harrisburg 
in October. A third hearing will prob- 
ably be held in this city early in January. 

Make Drivers Careless 


At the October hearing, opponents 
of the plan indicated that compulsory in- 
surance would probably make drivers 
more careless than they are now. 

The commission also has to contend 
with the question raised as to the con- 
stitutionality of the proposed law, the 
point being presented that the measure 
would require insurance for accidents to 
“third persons,” which would be radic- 
ally different from the workmen’s com- 
pensation law, which deals solely in .re- 
lations between “master and servant.” 


SEE MORE STABILITY 
IN COMPENSATION LINE 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37) 


den of preparing the various reports re- 
quired by state bureaus. This means 
that the company must maintain a large 
organization of reliable men, trained es- 
pecially for the work in order that the 
employe may be justly treated and re- 
stored to his regular occupation without 
undue loss of time. 


Claims and Statistics 


‘Careful administration of the claims 
department tends to keep the cost of 
compensation within its proper limits, 
and at the same time prevents its be- 
coming a burden upon industry. 

“Closely allied to the claims depart- 
ment is the statistical bureau, which all 
companies writing workmen’s compen- 
sation must necessarily maintain, This 
department is charged with the prep- 
aration and filing of thousands of re- 
ports and other data required by law, 
Each year a company is obliged to file 
a classification experience with the Na- 
tional Council or with the State Insur- 
ance Department. This experience 
covers about thirty-five states, and is a 
complete classification experience for 
two policy years. There are roughly 
about 800 classifications to be reported. 
The premium and payroll also is di- 
vided by classification, and shows 4 
separation as between policies written 
excluding and those including medical 
aid. 

Rate-Making Data 


‘Compensation rates are keyed to cur- 
rent wage data. The National Council 
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AETNA LIFE 

The Aetna Life is now granting grad- 
uate nurses’ fees without charge on 
nearly all of its accident, health and dis- 
ability policies. These nurses’ fees are 
made a part of old policies as well as 
new ones and claim adjusters have been 
authorized to read into all previous edi- 
tions of most policies the new nurses’ 
fee provision. This provision grants a 
nurse’s _ if the insured is necessarily 
attended by a graduate nurse within 90 
days from date of accident, of 50 percent 
of the weekly indemnity for not exceed- 
ing 20 weeks provided that no claim 
is made for hospital indemnity. 

Income accident policy, form 3658, 
has been issued in a revised edition and 
is to take the place of form 3597 which 


1as been used heretofore in all states 
except Iowa. There is no materia! 
change in the coverage. Nurse’s fees 


are provided with terms described above 
as a regular part of the policy. <A lim- 
itation has been added to the policy 
providing that in the event of disability 


due to hernia, the company will pay 
weekly indemnity for a period not ex- 
ceeding two weeks. 
* * * 
CONTINENTAL CASUALTY 


Phe Continental Casualty announces 
that it is liberalizing its supplementary 


for rate making purposes requires the 
wages for all reportable compensation 
accidents for all states. To comply with 
this call requires a company annually 
to go through thousands and thousands 
of individual accident reports in order to 
report the wage data by classifications. 
An experience is maintained on each in- 
dividual assured. One of the uses of 
this data is for the compilation of ex- 
perience for ratings. Experience rating 
is mandatory on certain risks, and the 
services of several clerks are required 
to keep in touch and carry on the tech- 
nical work required for this feature. 

“Possibly one of the mest complex 
phases of compensation insurance is the 
payroll audit. As compensation policies 
are issued on an estimated payroll basis, 
they must in fairness to the assured and 
to the company be subject to an adjust- 
ment of premium, arrived at from an 
accounting of the actual payroll expen- 
ditures divided into the proper classi- 
fications which determines either the 
additional amount of premium due the 
company, or the refund premium due to 
the assured, based upon actual condi- 
tions which can be determined only af- 
ter the termination of a policy. The 
payroll auditor performs an important 
service both to the assured and to his 
company.” 

Mr. Remington, outlining the func- 
tions of the underwriter, said that he 
must visualize compensations insurance 
as a whole, giving special consideration 
to the correct classification, the prem- 
ium, past losses, the loss ratio, and the 
compilation of experience and schedule 
rates in order to give the highest type 
of service to the assured. 

“It is the work of the underwriters,” 
said the Aetna Life vice president, “to 
apply proper classifications to the risk, 
analyze inspection reports, and schedule 


and experience rating data, in order 
that proper rates may be established. 
Policies also must be issued including 


the endorsements and riders required by 
the various states. This involves a vast 


amount of detailed clerical work. The 
underwriter must then follow the risk 
carefully throughout the policy year, 


paying particular attention to the losses 
occutring and the improvements neces- 
sary to keep losses down, thus develop- 
ing the lowest rate that may consist- 
ently be applied to the risk at the time 
of renewal. 

“Underwriting officials also serve on 


agreement to non-cancellable policies 
issued recently, which provided hospital 
indemnity under same conditions as in 
policy equal to 75 percent of monthly 
indemnity during exclusion period so 
that this agreement instead of becom- 
ing effective six months after its date 
for both accident and sickness portions 
of the policy, becomes effective from 
date of execution of agreement for ac- 
cidents and six months after date of 
agreement for sickness. No change is 
made in the rates announced for the 
original agreement which were for each 
$10 of monthly indemnity: two weeks’ 
exclusion period, 30 cents; one month 
exclusion period, 40 cents; two months’ 
exclusion period, 45 cents; three months’ 
exclusion period, 50 cents. 


KOKOMO LIFE 


The Kokomo Life & Accident has is- 
sued recently a special teachers policy, 
carrying $1000 principal sum, $150 
monthly indemnity during the schoo! 
year and $50 monthly indemnity dur- 
ing the summer vacation for loss of 
time due to accident, and health in- 
demnity of $100 a month during the 
school year and $50 a month during 
the summer vacation. The policy con- 
tains provisions for double indemnity, 
surgeon’s fees, funeral benefits, hospitai 
and quarantine indemnity. 


& ACCIDENT 


committee of the National Council, and 
upon individual rating boards and bur- 
eaus, engage in analyzing data, settling 
up manual classifications, and establish- 
ing equitable rates. 
“The inspection 
comes next in order, 
as the eye of the 


department, which 
might be described 
compensation depart- 
ment, since the engineers and the in- 
spectors in the field have the two-fold 
purpose of conveying first-hand infor- 
mation to the home office departments 
regarding the risks on the books, and 


also of rendering the engineering serv- 
ice necessary to keep accidents at a 
minimum. 

“If workmen’s compensation is to be 
brought to the lowest economic level, 
the engineering and inspection bureau 


of any compensation insurance company 
must be developed to its highest degree 
of efficiency.” 

Emphasizing the obligation of the as- 


sured, he said, “Efficient cooperation in 
safety work between employes em- 
ployers and insurance companies can 
only be accomplished by providing the 
best type of inspection service.” 

Asked his views on the subject of ac- 
quisition cost, Mr. Remington said: “In 


the first place, active solicitation of new 


business is continuously necessary to 
keep an insurance company a healthy 
going concern, by replacing assureds 


who lapse or go out of business, and by 
procuring that wide distribution of risks 
which is requisite both to secure the 
average upon which insurance is based, 
and to lessen the shock of catastrophe. 
No business which is concerned in the 
| selling of a commodity can continue 
permanently in active and healthy ex- 
istence without solicitation to obtain 
new customers and to retain old ones. 
In this latter phase especially, the agent 
Plays a highly important part, not only 
|} in soliciting new business and keeping 
risks on the books; but also in rendering 
service to the assured through his per- 
sonal contact. 

“The agent is the expert who first 
carefully examines his client’s insurance 
problem, then sees that the client gets 
the proper coverage—no more and no 
less—and afterwards continuously acts 
as the client’s adviser and aid in all 
matters pertaining to his insurance 
needs and his insurance relationship. 

“Instead of the fluctuations which 
have beset compensation insurance in 
the past, it seems safe to say that we 
may look for a more stabilized condi- 
tion in the future. This result may be 
credited to a number of fundamental 
facts. 

“In the first place, the new manual of 
classification has been built up by 
means of a thorough research by engi- 
neers, statisticians, actuaries, under- 


NEW YORK MOTOR LAW 
TAXI OWNERS MUST INSURE 


Cannot Obtain License Plates in New 
York Without Presenting Bond 


or Policy 
ALBANY, N. Y., Dec. 2.—Charles 
A. Harnett, commissioner of motor ve- 


hicles, issued 


an announcement that 
starting with the issuance of automo- 
bile registration plates for next year, 


owners of taxicabs and other motor ve- 


hicles used for carrying passengers for 
hire can no _ longer obtain license 
plates for those vehicles from the va- 


rious county clerks throughout the state 
as formerly but must secure them from 
one of the district offices in New York, 
Albany, Utica, Syracuse, Rochester or 
Buffalo. A careful examination of each 
bond or policy of insurance tendered 
the motor vehicle bureau before the 
registration plates can be issued is made 
necessary by the extension of the bond- 
ing law. The issuance of taxicab or 
omnibus plates has been confined to dis- 
trict offices by Commissioner Harnett 
to ensure uniform procedure in the ac- 
ceptance or rejection of the bond or in- 
surance policy and to avoid the confu- 


sion likely to result from differing 
interpretations of the law. 
The state has been divided into dis- 


tricts composed of several counties lo- 
cated nearest to the offices named, and 
owners of taxicabs or omnibuses wish- 
ing registration plates must submit 
their bond or policy, together with the 
application for registration and the 
necessary fee to the nearest district of- 
fice. 








writers and governmental bureaus which 
supervise the application of the manual 


in various states. The manufacturer, 
too, has played no small part in this 
reconstruction of classifications, for 
when it became difficult specifically to 


place a certain type of industry, his ad- 
vice in pointing out the relative hazard 
exposure in comparison with other types 
of industries, aided in ironing out cer- 
tain knotty problems. 

“With the reorganization of the Na- 
tional Council, which now includes with- 
in its membership practically all com- 
panies writing compensation insurance, 
the companies are far more able to col- 
lect complete statistical data covering 
all industries. 

“Thus, with an 
staff in the council, 


managerial 
there is not only the 
large volume of data heretofore de- 
scribed, but such data will of necessity 
be more effectively collated, so as to be 
readily available as the new develop- 
ments demand. 

“A study of the compensation insur- 
ance losses to date indicates cycles of 
loss because of fluctuation in accident 
frequency and severit'v. The exact cause 
of these cycles has not been determined 
and underwriters are awaiting with in- 
terest the solution of this problem be- 
cause of its relative effect on the basic 
pure premium, which is the fundamental 
of compensation insurance rates, 

“The companies have liberally studied 
the frequency and severity of accidents 
from the medical and engineering angles, 
so that the injured workman might be 
rehabilitated and not be a burden upon 
society. Then, above all else, whenever 
possible the companies have built up 
physical and moral forces in industry 
which constantly operate to reduce the 
number and severity of injuries to tnose 
for whom this protection is afforded. 

“This review would, therefore, lead us 
to conclude that with the companies 
using uniform policy contracts and en- 
dorsements, with regional bureaus in- 
volving the membership of all companies 
collecting rates of the manual level, with 
a large volume of reliable data upon 
which to formulate rates and, finally. 
with forces at work to reduce the cost 
of injuries, the day is not far distant 
when compensation insurance will be 
stabilized and brought to the lowest 
economic level. Keen, clean cut compe- 
tition will always be the dynamic force 
that will propel us toward the objective 
to make compensation insurance 4 
blessing and not a burden upon society.” 


efficient 
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NEW POLICIES OF U. S. F. & G.| COMMITTEES OF CONFERENCE 


Baltimore Comany Has New Accident- 
Only Contract and One Especially 
for Doctors and Dentists 


BALTIMORE, MD., Dec. 2.—The 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty an- 
nounces the issuance of two new acci- 
dent policies—the pilot income and the 


other an income policy created exclu- | 


sively for physicians and dentists. 

“Since the issuance of the pilot in- 
come disability policy we have had ever- 
increasing demand for an accident-only 
policy, without the death benefit,” said 
President R. Howard Bland. “Accord- 
ingly we have prepared a policy with 
valued indemnities for loss of limb and 
sight and providing weekly indemnity 
on account of all other disabling in- 
juries; we have added all of the other 
indemnities of the pilot accident and 
for good measure have put in optional 
graduate nurse fees. There is no ‘wait- 
ing period.’ 

“In our physicians’ and dentists’ pol- 
icy we have provided double indem- 
nity for injury resulting from the two 
chief hazards of the profession, septi- 
cemia and the automobile. Day or 
night, rain, hail or snow or blow, the 
physician must respond to the call of 
suffering. He cannot pick or choose the 
time of his comings and goings. In 
fair weather and foul, regardless of slip- 
pery streets or snow-packed roads, he 
must carry on. It is obvious the auto- 
mobile hazard is greater in his case 
than in that of the average man. Blood 
poisoning is an ever-present menace 
We have also provided a 10 percent an- 


nual accumulation of the weekly in- 
demnity. The policy will afford the 
practitioner the most complete cover- 


age obtainable.” 
Two Facts to Keep in Mind 


In making the announcement Presi- 


dent Bland said there are two facts 
which agents should keep in mind: 
1. In an era of “good times” there 


is great demand for, and sale of, acci- 
dent insurance. When people are busy, 
and especially when they are busy mak- 
ing money, they cannot afford to be 
laid up, and in anticipation of such a 
possibility they are willing and even 
eager to safeguard themselves with in- 
surance. Income insurance is an ac- 
curate barometer of business and econ- 
omic conditions. 

2. There is no “closed season” in in- 
come insurance. There is just as much 
of it to write, and it is just as readily 
written in January as it is in July. 


Commissioner Is Enjoined 


_ MADISON, WIS., Dec. 2.—Follow- 
ing the refusal by the Wisconsin su- 
preme court to rehear the case brought 
against Commissioner W. _ Stanley 
Smith by accident and health companies 
operating in the state, a permanent in- 
junction has been issued restraining 


| Illinois Mutual Casualty; 


Commissioner Smith and his successors | 
from revoking or refusing to renew li- 


censes of any of the plaintiff companies, 
or the license of any agent of these 
companies, hy reason of the writing or 
issuing in Wisconsin of policies, riders, 
endorsements and renewal certificates 
containing the features and provisions 
described in the complaint. 
sioner Smith attempted to enforce his 
interpretation of the standard provisions 
law and had refused to relicense the 


Commis- | 


companies and their agents as long as | 
they issued the present policy forms. | 
hese forms are now fully reinstated by 


the court. 


Rex Health & Accident Expanding 


The Rex Health & Accident of Indian- 
apolis is expanding its life insurance, 
weekly industrial business. The company 
expects to enter additional Indiana cities 
during the coming year. M. H. Toy is 
president and George B. Ewell, secretary. 


President C. O. Pauley of Health & Ac- 
cident Underwriters Announces Se- 
lection for Year 


C. O. Pauley, president of the Health 
& Accident Underwriters Conference, 
this week announced the committees of 
that organization for the coming year 
as follows: 

Auditing—R. L. McOuat, 
Business Men’s Indemnity; 
kins, Maccabees; A. J. 
sota Commercial Men’s. 

By-Laws — Isaac Miller 
chairman, Federal Life; J. 
Inter-Ocean Casualty; E. C. Bowlby, Fi- 
delity Health & Accident; H. G. Royer, 
Great Northern Life. 

Credentials—F. M. Feffer, chairman, 
Mutual Life of Illinois; C. B. Hirons, 
Fort Wayne Mercantile Accident; Roger 
Billings, Fraternal Protective. 

Educational—W. G. Alpaugh, chairman, 
Inter-Ocean Casualty; W. W. Dark, 
American Liability; E. C. Budlong, Fed- 
eral Life. 


chairman, 
Joseph Jen- 
Alwin, Minne- 


Hamilton, 
W. Scherr, 


Entertainment—W. T. Grant, chair- 
man, Business Men’s Assurance; W. E. 
Brimstin, Federal Life; H. G. Royer, 
Great Northern Life; A. J. Jekel, Relia- 


ble Life & Accident; G. S&S. 
American Service Bureau. 

Grievance — C. Ww. tay, chairman, 
Hoosier Casualty; E. J. Faulkner, Wood- 
men Accident; C. G. Traphagen, Time. 

Legal—Edward St. Clair, chairman, 
North American Accident; C. A. Atkin- 
son, Federal Life Insurance; Thomas J. 
Tyne, National Life & Accident. 

Legislative—Dr. J. R. Neal, chairman, 
Mutual Life of Illinois; Dr. Milbank 
Johnson, Pacific Mutual Life; F. J. Thar- 
inger, Old Line Life; W. H. Howland, 
General Accident. 

Manual—John Patterson, chairman, 
Massachusetts Bonding; F. C. Crittenden, 
La Salle Print Shop; W. W. Powell, 
Southern Surety. 

Membership—L, D. Ramsey, chairman, 
Business Men’s Assurance; L. M. Fingard, 
Merchants Casualty; R. E. Weaverling, 
Midwest Life; M. W. Hobart, Ministers 
Casualty Union; J. W. Blevins, Interstate 
Life & Accident. 

Press—J. H. Higgins, chairman, Ameri- 
ean Travelers; R. A. Gowdy, United Cas- 
ualty; E. E. Elliott, Physicians Casualty. 

Program—Harold R. Gordon, chair- 
man, Health & Accident Underwriters 
Conference; F. J. Stich, Continental Cas- 
ualty; F. L. Barnes, Employers Indem- 
nity; N. L. Criss, Mutual Benefit’ Health 
& Accident; M. E. LeSueur, Provident 
Life & Accident. 

Resolutions—Dr. W. F. Jarvis, chair- 
man, Fraternal Protective; Dr. W. J. 
Means, American Insurance Union; J. 8S. 
Irish, Iowa State Traveling Men's. 

Statistical—L. D. Cavanaugh, 
man, Federal Life; Miss G. P. Edwards, 
Geo. R. Ken- 
dall, Washington Life & Accident; A. E. 


Galloway, 


chair- 


Forrest, North American Accident; Har- 
old R. Gordon. 
Taxation—A. FE. Forrest, chairman, 


North American Accident; W. G. Curtis, 
National Casualty; C. A. Craig, National 
Life & Accident. 


New Indianapolis Company 


The American Income 
pany of Indianapolis, the new accident 
and health company which began writ- 
ing business in that city Oct. 1, has taken 


Insurance Com- 


office space in the ninth floor of the 
Meyer-Kiser Bank building. Charles 
Scholer is president. L. P. Horton, In- 
dianapolis representative of the United 


States Casualty and one of the leading 
writers of accident and health insurance 
in that city, is one of the directors. The 
American Income is writing monthly pre- 
mium policies almost exclusively. 


Kokomo Company Gets Home Backing 


The Kokomo Life & Accident has re- 
ceived a pledge of cooperation from the 
Kokomo Chamber of Commerce. Recently 
a new company wanted to establish it- 
self in Kokomo and proposed to the 


| Chamber of Commerce that it would lo- 


cate there if $10,000,000 in insurance 
were pledged by Kokomo business men. 
When it was called to the attention of 
members of the Kokomo Chamber of 


| Commerce that a life and accident com- 


' 


pany had already started in the city, 
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CASUALTY 
W. E. Weller, secretary and general man- 
ager of the company, was 
speak before the organization 
members about his company. He did so, 
with the result that the Kokomo busi- 
ness men decided that there was no rea- 
son why they should give their support 
to someone proposing to come into Ko- 
komo with a company when a 
had already established itself in 
own midst. The Kokomo company is 
well and favorably known in its home 
city and surrounding cities. 


and 


Federal Life’s New Department 


Isaac Miller Hamilton, president of the 
Federal Life of Chicago, announces the 
appointment of O. Steinkemper as mana- 
ger of newspaper insurance department, 
in charge of the sale of a special travel 
and pedestrian insurance policy through 
newspapers. Mr. Steinkemper has been 
very successful in this particular line of 
work and it is believed by the Federal 
officials that he will have a larger op- 
portunity with the Federal than he has 
previously enjoyed. A large number of 
travel policies of the general type which 


company | 
their | 


| tary 
invited to) 
tell | 
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Traveling Men’s, is much more since the 
advent of the auto. In that company, 
in 1923, one out of every 1,392 members 
was killed, one in every 20 injured, 27 
percent of death claims were due to 
automobiles and the year showed a 5 
percent increase in the number of claims. 





Contest Winners Entertained 
The H. O. Byrd North 
American enter- 
tained the Louis 


of the 
Chicago 
the St. 


agency 
Accident of 
members of 


| agency with a dinner in St. Louis Satur- 


day. H. A. Luther, vice-president of the 
company, was the guest of honor and 
spoke on “Insurance Salesmanship.” The 
St. Louis agency was the winner of a 
recent sales contest, showing the great- 
est increase in business during the past 
year of any agency in the country. 


National L. & A. Changes 
The National Life & Accident of Nash- 


ville announces several promotions in 
the field. C. R. Smith, an agent in the 
| Oklahoma City district, has been pro- 


the Federal proposes to issue have been | 


placed through the subscription depart- 
ment of large American daily papers dur- 
ing the year soon to close. 

The Federal has sold, through its reg- 
ular agents, a large volume of 
policies during the last two years, 
has, in consequence, the necessary 
perience, from an underwriting stand- 
point, to justify this new departure, 
which will greatly broaden the scope of 
its accident and health department. 

Mr. Steinkemper will have his head- 


and 
ex- 


Chicago. 


More Accidents to Traveling Men 
DES MOINES, IA., Dec. 2—The high- 
est accident insurance carried by any 
class or profession in Iowa goes to trav- 
eling salesmen. During the past 25 years 


the amount of such protection carried 
individually has doubled, keeping pace 
with increased costs as well as higher 
incomes. 

One-third of the losses paid on acci- 
dent policies of this character are due 
directly to automobile accidents. The 


hazard, according to H. E. Rex, secre- 


moted to a superintendency there. J. W. 


Hendricks, Jr., formerly a superintend- 
|ent in the Houston district, has been 
made manager at Bryan, Tex. r. = 


travel | 


| Christenberry, 


Robinson, superintendent in the Okla- 
homa City district, has been appointed 
manager at San Diego, Cal. V. M. Wil- 
liams of San Antonio has been promoted 


to superintendent in that district. J. N. 
Cypert of Oklahoma City has been ap- 
pointed a superintendent there. R. L. 


manager at San Diego, 


| Cal., has been transferred to Tulsa, Okla. 
quarters in the home offices of the Fed- | 


eral Life, 168 North Michigan boulevard, | 


| connected with 


Change in Chicago Agency 
Henry J. Handelsman & Co., Chicago 


general agents for the Mutual Life of 
Illinois, announce the acquisition of a 
new partner, J. M. Crost, who has been 


the accident and health 
department of the Mutual Life at Spring- 


field. Mr. Crost has purchased a third 
interest in the Handelsman organiza- 
tion. This new combination will assist 


materially the expansion of this organi- 
zation which has enjoyed a very success- 
ful business this year. Henry J. Handels- 
man, Jr., one of the partners, is prob- 
ably one of the youngest life insurance 
men in Illinois. He is the son of Jacob 


| 


| some other scheme more satisfactory to | 





and treasurer of the Iowa State | Handelsman, Indiana theatrical magnate 


and banker. The junior Handelsman in 
the past six months has a record of hav- 
ing written nearly $500,000 paid-for life 
insurance business. This office occupies 
one-half of the 13th floor of the Kimbali 
building. 


E. E. Baker Is Dead 


E. E. Baker, manager at’ Owensboro, 
Ky., for the National Life & Accident of 
Nashville, died at his home last week 


after a prolonged illness. Mr. Baker 
has not been able to be at his desk since 
early in the summer. He had very 
nearly rounded out 20 years of service 
with the company, starting as an agent 
in 1906. He was made an assistant in 
1910 and in 1911 was made manager at 
Helena, Ark. He was later transferred 
to the Galveston district and in 1917 
was transferred to Oklahoma City. In 
1919 he was made manager at Owens- 
boro. 

















SEE NO MONOPOLISTIC PLAN 


Special Michigan Commission Expected, 
However, to Propose Other 
Radical Changes 


LANSING, MICH., Dec. 2.—Possi- 
bility of a monopolistic state compensa- 
tion fund being recommended by the 
special commission now working on 
changes in Michigan’s compensation law 
is very remote, judging by rumors com- 
ing from rather reliable sources, despite 
an official secrecy on the part of mem- 


| bers of the commission. 


According to these reports, which, of 
course, are neither confirmed nor denied 
by commission members, an attempt to 
put over a monopolistic fund was 
launched by John J. 
Federation of Labor official who is one 
of the three commissioners. 
commissioners, Thomas B. Gloster, who 
is in addition a commissioner of the 
state department of labor and industry, 
and Harry Harper, local manufacturer, 


conceded by those close to the commis- 
sion. The report, which is to include 
the text of a proposed bill to be pre- 
sented to the 1925 legislature, convening 
Jan. 7, will probably not be filed with 


' Governor Groesbeck before Dec. 15, ac- 


Scannell, a Detroit | 


The other | 


cording to Mr. Gloster, although hopes 
had been entertained that the commis- 
sion’s work would be completed a week 
or so earlier than that date. Delays, 
due to the many other interests of the 
commissioners, have postponed the fil- 
ing date although the final report is 
known to be in process of drafting at 
present. The nature of the report will 
not be made public by the commissioners 
but it is presumed that the governor’s 
office will permit publicity as soon as 
the recommendations are given it. 

The Michigan Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation and other business men’s organ- 
izations have consistently opposed a 
state monopolistic fund due to the satis- 
factory results obtained from private in- 


| surance service since the passage of 
the original workmen’s compensation 
law. 


it is declared, strongly opposed this ef- | 


fort and so _ effectively blocked 
attempt that Mr. Scannell himself with- 
drew his plan and agreed to concur in 


the other commissioners. 
That radical changes in the existing 


| law will be recommended, however, is 


the | 


Marriage Illegal; No Compensation 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, Dec. 2.— 
The Utah supreme court has handed 
down a decision in a workmen’s com- 


pensation case in which it was held that 
because a marriage was contracted ina 
legal way in another state is no reason 
why it is legal here. A coal miner who 
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was killed in the now famous Castle 
Gate explosion last March had married 
a woman in Wyoming, June 16, 1923, 
less than two months after the latter 
had been divorced from her husband. 
The Industrial Commission took the 
position that the coal company was not 
liable for compensation because the mar- 
riage was not legal in I tah, and the su- 
preme court upheld the decision. 





REPORT ON MINE DISASTER 





Special Minnesota Commission Named 
by Governor Preus Makes Recom- 
mendations 


ST. PAUL, MINN., Dec. 2.—The 
special commission headed by W. E. 
McEwen of Duluth, former state labor 
commissioner, to investigate the Mil- 
ford mine disaster Feb. 5 last, has made 
its report to Governor Preus. d 

The disaster resulted in the death of 
41 miners, drowned when the roof of 
the mine workings, which were under a 
slough, broke through and inundated the 
entire system of shafts. 

The commission makes four recom- 
mendations: a 

That the three mine inspectors in St. 
Louis, Itasca and Crow Wing counties, 
together with a representative of the 
state industrial commission, be author- 
ized by law to meet with miners and 
operators as a mine safety commission 
and draft such special legislation as may 
be necessary. 

That the legislature establish an 
annual appropriation of $5,000 to enable 
such commission to conduct safety edu- 
cational work among Minnesota miners. 

That the three respective boards of 
county commissioners provide nominal 
contingent funds to permit mine inspec- 
tors to attend safety conferences. 

That an assistant be named to every 
mine inspector in counties where there 
are more than 50 operating mines. 

The report absolves the mine owners 
and operators from blame for the 
tragedy, and commends the governor for 
his progressiveness in calling for the 


special investigation of the tragedy. 


No State Insurance for Texas 


DALLAS, TEX., Dec. 2—Mrs. Miriam A. 
Ferguson, governor-elect of Texas, is 
opposed to “putting the state into the 
insurance business” through the so-called 
“state insurance plan.” That bill will 
probably be introduced in the coming 
Session of the legislature. If it is passed 
she is expected to veto it. She announced 
to insurance men during the campaign 
that she would oppose such measure, or 
any measure seeking to put the state 
into private business. 

The proposed bill inaugurating the 
“state insurance plan” calls for the state 
to write all workmen’s compensation in- 
Surance at actual cost. Mrs. Ferguson 
sees in the scheme a plan to create a 
few more fat jobs at the expense of the 
State and to drain the public treasury 
in paying claims for death and disability 
under compensation risks. She is in 
favor of permitting insurance companies 
to write this and all other lines of in- 
surance, 





Physical Impact Not Necessary 

BISMARCK, N. D., Dec. 2.—The su- 
preme court of North Dakota in a deci- 
sion handed down recently laid down 
the principle that physical impact is not 
necessary to produce injuries for which 
compensation may be claimed from the 
state workmen’s compensation bureau. 
The case involved the death of Fred 
Pace of Minot, whose widow claimed he 
was overcome by heat in the plant there 
of the Northern States Power Company 
and that this led to apoplexy which 
caused death. The compensation bureau 
contended testimony as to his being 
overcome by heat was not supported by 
facts and that the connection between 
this, if true, and his death, was wholly 
conjectural. Mrs. Fanny Pace, widow, 
will receive more than $7,000 under the 
Supreme court decision and compensa- 
tion law benefits, bureau attorneys es- 
timate. 


Workman Given Compensation 
LANSING, MICH., Dec. 2—The Michi- 
gan compensation board last week ruled 
that an injured employe is entitled to 











compensation, under certain circum- 
stances, when he is hurt while obeying 
an order of a fellow workman not his 
superior. The decision came in the case 
of Francis DeGeer vs. Dodge Brothers, 
Detroit automobile manufacturers, It 
was shown that DeGeer, a youth, was 
employed at general labor and had been 
helping around the office and doing odd 
jobs throughout portions of the plant. At 
the time of his injury he was sent with 
five other men to repair a machine and 
while this work was being accomplished 
he was asked by one of the workmen to 
procure a tool and in walking toward 
the tool box he accidentally stepped on 
the lever which brought a heavy die 
press down on his hand, necessitating 
the amputation of two fingers. 

The board ruled that the youth, though 
not obeying a boss’s orders, was, never- 
theless, doing something at the time of 
his injury which clearly came within the 
scope of his labors and, therefore, he 
was entitled to the usual compensation 


Cook Gets No Compensation 


In a New York case just decided, in- 
volving the status of a household serv- 
ant, as to whether injuries were received 
in course of employment, the plaintiff 
was hired as a cook under a contract 
and her room and board were furnished 
to her in the residence of the employer. 
After her day’s work was completed on 
May 9, 1923, she retired to her room 
about 10 o’clock and sat in a rocking 
chair to take off her shoes The chair 
slipped and caused her to fall and she 
fractured her wrist. She received a 
schedule award under the workmen's 
compensation law, on the ground that 
the injury arose in the course of her 
employment. The employer § appealed 
from the award on the ground that the 
injury was not received in the course of 
the plaintiff's employment. The accident 
occurred two hours after the plaintiff's 
kitchen work had been finished and it 
did not appear that she had any other 
duties to perform except to cook break- 
fast the following morning. Held: The 
award should be reversed. The injury 
was not one which arose out of the 
plaintiff's employment. Kane vs. Barbe, 
N. Y. Supreme Court, App. Div., 4th 
Dept. Decided Nov. 13, 1924. 


Workmen’s Compensation Decisions 


Attempt of Insurer to Avoid Loss Be- 
cause of Change in Location of Plant— 
Where the claimant recovered for in- 
juries sustained in a factory of the em- 
ployer whose location has been moved 
to a different place from the one men- 
tioned in the policy of insurance, held 
that the employer, not the insurer, must 
bear the loss. —Astrin vs, East N. Y. 
Woodworking Mfg. Co., N. Y. Sup. Ct. 
App. Div. 3rd Dept. Decided Nov. 21. 

Attempt of Insurer to Avoid Loss 
Where Injury Occurred in Altering New 
Property—Where the employer had ac- 
quired a leasehold which it was altering 
prior to occupancy, and where the 
chaimant was injured there, and the 
policy provided insurance for “operations 
not on the premises,” held that the al- 
terations involved did not come within 
the terms of the policy. Levine vs. East 
N. Y. Electric Corp. N. Y¥. Sup. Ct. App. 
Div. 3rd Dept. Decided Nov. 21. 





Hearing on Oklahoma Mine Rates 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Dec. 2.— 
Following a protest filed by the Okla- 
homa lead and zinc mine owners in the 
Miami field against the ruling of the 
Oklahoma Insurance Board granting an 
increase of from 4.47 to 6.67 percent in 
workmen's compensation premiums, a 
hearing was granted by the board for 
Dec. 15 or thereabouts. In granting the 
increase in rates, the board issued an in- 
vitation to all owners or operators of 
Plants, who felt the action unjustified 
in their specific cases, to file a protest 
and the board would set a date of hear- 
ing and reconsider the action in that 
particular classification. 


Warning on Employing Minors 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., Dec. 2.—To 
avoid heavy workmen's compensation 
and civil damage claims, manufacturers 
should be careful not to employ minors 
illegally, said William G. Hamilton, an 
employers’ liability insurnace' expert, 
addressing the Philadelphia Safety 
Council last week. 


The appointment of Leroy W. Fieting 
as compensation claim examiner has been 
announced by the Northwestern Casualty 
& Surety of Milwaukee. Mr. Fieting had 
been associated with the Milwaukee 
branch of the Travelers Insurance Com- 
pany for the past six years. 
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ARE ORGANIZING NEW MUTUAL! SHOWS RAISE WAS JUSTIFIED 


Subsidiary to American Merchants Asso- 
ciation Will Write Holdup and Bur- 
glary Insurance on Members 


The Mid-Western Mutual Casualty is 
a new company being formed at Chi- 
cago as a subsidiary to the American 
Merchants’ Association which was re- 
cently organized in Illinois for the pro- 
tection of the smaller merchants, espe- 
cially those in outlying districts. The 
American Merchants’ Association was 
organized for the purpose of affording 
patrol and protection service, Dun and 
Bradstreet ratings for the members, free 
collection service, attorneys in some 
cases, and similar types of aid to the 
smaller merchants. 

The Mid-Western Mutual Casualty is 
being organized within the membership 
of the American Merchants’ Association 
to write only inside and outside holdup 
and burglary insurance, at reduced rates. 
Every member of the association is a 
member of the Mid-Western Mutual 
Casualty. At present the policy is lim- 
ited to $500 for inside and _ outside 
holdup, but the limit may be raised in 
the future. Burglary alarm service is 
planned in connection with this branch 
of the association’s activities. 

Nathan Duboy, who has had experi- 
ence in bond and insurance salesman- 








| Figures of Kansas City Crimes Com- 


ship, is the vice-president and general | 
manager. J. S. Higgins is president and } 
treasurer and William Dusicka is secre- | 


tary. The board of directors is as fol- 
lows: J. S. Higgins; Thomas C. Holly- 


wood, insurance lawyer of Chicago; J. | 


J. Hollywood, salesman; E. 
formerly manager of the Michigan 
Automobile, which was succeeded by 
the Central West Casualty; and Nathan 
Duboy. 


M. Driffey, 


Report Strange Reaction 


SIOUX CITY, IA., Dec. 2—It is reported 
that the frequent insured bank robberies 
throughout the northwest and middle 
west have created somewhat of a reac- 
tion against bank burglary insurance. 
It is claimed that when bandits blow or 
rob a bank at night, even though 
aroused, the people of the community 
refuse to make any effort to capture the 
burglars, because they know the bank 
is insured. 


Burden on Claimants 


A burglary policy contained a provi- 


| sion that there could be no recovery for 


goods removed by either of the princi- 
pals or ‘at their direction or request. 
Where the defendant claimed that one 
of the plaintiffs participated in and di- 
rected the taking of the goods alleged 
to have been stolen by burglary, held, 
that the court’s refusal to charge, that 
there could be no verdict for defendants 
under such a claim except upon prepond- 
erance of proof of the facts therein al- 
leged, was correct because the burden 
was upon plaintiffs to establish the facts 
of a burglary. Lyons vs. U. S. Fidelity 
& Guaranty, Appellate Court Indiana. 
Decided Nov. 20. 


Nebraska Bank Robber to Prison 


Charles Billups, one of the two young 
men who held up the officers of the 
Havelock, Neb., First National Bank 
Nov. 14 has been arrested, has confessed 
and has already started in serving a 
25-year sentence. Of the $7.000 stolen, 
$2.800 was found in his possession and 
that of his newly-wedded wife, and the 
stolen securities, worth $24,000, were 
found hidden under a bridge near Lin- 
coln, of which Havelock is a railroad 
shop town suburb. 

30th the Havelock bank and a small 
bank in another Lincoln suburb, held 
up two weeks before, carried insurance. 
The net loss of the Havelock bank will 
be $4,500 and of the other $600. 

A speed limit of 15 miles per hour on 
motor trucks of more than two tons car- 
ryin= capacity and of 20 miles an hour 
on all lighter trucks will be imposed be- 
ginning Jan. 1, under new rules just made 
public by the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Works. 


mission Reveal Serious Situation 
in That City 





NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—Further jus- 
tification, if such were needed, of the 
action by the burglary underwriters in 
increasing rates at Kansas City, Mo., 
100 percent on all classes of risks except 
mercantile open stocks and bank lines 
last April, is afforded by the report of 
the Kansas City Crimes Commission, 
copies of which have just been received 
here. The report shows the following 
record of reported crimes for the first 
ten months of each year from 1920 to 
1924 inclusive: 

Q 


920 1921 1922 1923 1924 

Burglaries 2,152 1,414 404 1,410 2,092 

Auto thefts 1,212 1,242 1,020 1,290 1,269 
Auto 

recoveries 504 858 886 1,072 1,068 

The percentage of stolen motor re- 


coveries for the years named respect- 
ively was 41.6, 67.9, 86.8, 83.1, 84.1. 


Record Is Very Dark 


The crime record of Kansas City is 
one of the very worst in the entire 
country and while the work of the 
crimes commission was effective for a 
time, the reverse has been true since 
the beginning of the present vear, as a 
study of the above figures will disclose. 
So serious were the losses suffered by 
the burglary writing companies that a 
number threatened to cease operations 
in the city altogether unless improve- 
ment were speedily shown, while all of- 
ficers are giving risk applications the 
closest scrutiny. 





Reward for Dead Bank Robbers 


The Montgomery County, IIl., Bankers 
Association has posted a reward of $500 
each for dead bank robbers. The re- 
ward will be paid to anyone who kills 
a robber in the act of holding up a bank 
or attempting to escape after a bank 
robbery. The bankers have concluded 
that death is the most certain and effec- 
tive punishment for bank robbers. Hence 


| the reward. 


Aetna Veterans’ Anniversaries 


T. J. Bosquett, general agent for the 
casualty departments of the Aet'na Life 
and affiliated companies in Detroit, will 
in December complete 24 years of serv- 
ice with the companies. He has been 
representing the Aetna organization in 
Detroit since December, 1900, and has 
been district manager in that section 
since 1910. 

Fred B. Dale of Omaha, Neb., com- 
pleted 17 years of service as_ general 
agent Dee. 1. Mr. Dale was associated 
with his father under the name of John 
Dale & Sons since 1907 and when John 
Dale died in 1918 Fred Dale took over 
the general agency, which he continues 
to operate as John Dale & Sons. 

Another Aetna veteran in the way of 
agency service is George C. Jefferson of 
Richmond, Va. Mr. Jefferson has been @ 
local policy writing agent for 29 years, 
having represented the accident and lia- 
bility department of the Aetna Life since 
Dec. 28, 1895. 


Safety Talks at Milwaukee 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Dec. 2—Harry J. 
Bell, director of safety for the Milwau- 
kee Association of Commerce, and Frank 
Frey of Geuder, Paeschke & Frey, chair- 
man of the safety divisiou of that body. 
were the principal speakers at a special 
noon meeting of the Casualty Underwrit- 
ers Association of Wisconsin. Both 
speakers touched upon the subject of ac- 
cident prevention from an_ insurance 
angle and recounted the work being done 
by the Milwaukee safety division in the 
elimination of industrial hazards. Meet- 
ing notices in the form of radiograms 
were sent out for the gathering by Fred 
Manter of the August Rebhan agency, 
secretary-treasurer of the association 
and a noted innovator of unique and 
curious meeting notices, 
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INCREASE IS NEEDED 


HIGH LOSS RATIOS ARE SHOWN 


Commissioner Read of Oklahoma Men- 
tions Reforms Needed in Conduct 
of Workmen’s Compensation 





In the light of the persistent effort 
put forth by casualty underwriters to 
secure an advance in rates upon work- 
men’s compensation business in Okla- 
homa and the reluctance with the ap- 
peal was but partially allowed by the 
industrial commission of the state, the 
following comment from the newly is- 
sued report of Insurance Commissioner 
Read, is of timely interest: 

“In 1923, 27 stock companies, 6 mu- 
tual associations and 4 reciprocal ex- 
changes collected net premiums under 
workmen’s compensation contracts 
amounting to $2,677,827, while they in- 
curred losses of $2,381,123 thereunder 
indicating that their loss ratio of 88.9 
percent was their most unfavorable ex- 
perience in this state. During 1922 
revised statistics on workmen's compen- 
sation business indicated that their in- 
curred loss ratio was 80 percent on 
premiums of $2,154,925, and losses were 
$1,731,750. This experience was the 
most unfavorable that they have met in 
Oklahoma previously. it appears only 
to indicate that these carriers of com- 
insurance 


pensation must obtain some 
furthen relief than through increased 
rates of 21.1 percent which they are re- 
questing at this time. 
Some Needed Reforms 
“Tt seems necessary that they collect 


the full premium deposits in advance 
called for in their manual of rates rather 
than to accept small premium deposits, 
thereby eliminating any possibility of 
their being able to predicate their future 
rates upon past experience. It would 
also seem that they should make some 
definite arrangements for contracting in 
some manner for reasonable charges to 
be made for medical attention to the dis- 
abled employes included under their 
various compensation contracts. Some 
few compensation carriers have already 
come to the realization that certain re- 
forms in their business must be con- 
sidered immediately and they have al- 
ready given the subject serious consider- 
ation with desirable results. It remains 
for the other compensation carriers to 
do likewise. If they fail they will, no 
doubt, be forced to increase their re- 
serves to such an extent that no com- 


mensurate rate will be obtainable to 
prevent them from immense loss of 
profits or involuntary liquidation. 


Experience Unfavorable 


“During the nine years from 1915 to 
1923 inclusive that workmen’s compen- 
sation has been written by licensed car- 
riers in Oakland, their incurred losses 
have been 59.4 percent of our premiums 
which might be considered extravagant 
if their expenses could be limited to 40 
percent of their premium income but 
this seems to be impossible. During 
the above period they collected premi- 
ums of $15,033,465 and incurred losses 
of $8,941,030, which total experience was 
more fav orable than they made in Okla- 
homa during the last five years, as in- 
dicated by the fact that their incurred 
losses for 1919 were 


39.3 percent; 1920, 
47.7 percent; a 66.7 percent; 1922, 80 
percent and 1925, 88.9 percent. While 


their average experience can hardly be 
said to be fairly accurate on a 5 year 
basis, the fact remains that this unfa- 
vorable experience for that period con- 
sumed much more of their accumulated 
funds than would seem to be necessary, 
and it also indicates their future experi- 
ence of possibly 10 or 15 years or for 
a longer term would be more accurate 
and profitable as indicated by the result 
obtained by those life and casualty com- 
panies issuing contracts for a period of 
years corresponding to compensation 
contracts to a certain extent.” 





SURETY MEN TO MEET) 


ANNUAL ASSOCIATION SESSION | 


Reports From Two Important Commit- 
tees to be Received at Annual 
Meeting on Dec. 18 


NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—Members of 
the Surety Association of America will 
hold their annual meeting at the hotel 
Pennsylvania here Dec. 18. Committees 
will gather two days earlier and formu- 
late reports which will be considered at 
the larger gathering. The principal 
matters to be taken up by the associa- 


tion will be reports from the commit- 
tee on better underwriting, of which 
E. C. Lunt, president of the Sun In- 


demnity, is chairman, and that dealing 
with contractors and highway commis- 
sioners in an endeavor to arrive at an 
understanding as to the —y - of con- 
tractors for road work. H. Badgerow, 
vice- president of the Coamaantel Casu- 
alty, is chairman of this committee. 


SUGGEST DEPARTURE 
|. FROM PRESENT METHOD 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40) 





vidual risk. In fact, this method has 
been utilized to some extent in liability 
rate making by the National Bureau of 
Casualty and Suréty Underwriters and 
its possible use in the compensation field 
is not a new idea by any means. 

“We find that there is a great deal of 
sentiment in favor of following the state 
experience exclusively. The unavoid- 
able complexities that are involved in 
using national experience, together with 
the existence of, what to the uninitiated 
seem to be, apparent contradictions be- 
tween the experience and the results, 
produce upon first presentation an un- 
favorable reaction that is extremely 
difficult to overcome. 

“A typical situation that develops 
from the use of national pure premiums 
is the following: The aggregate expe- 
rience of the state justifies a 10 percent 
increase in rates. The final rates pro- 
duced for the state give just this aver- 
age increase of 10 percent, but it is 
made up of increases and decreases of 
varying percentages in individual 
classes, depending upon the indications 
of the national experience in those 
classes where the state experience has 
been considered insufficient to furnish 
dependable indications. Some of these 
classes will show increases far above 
the average of 10 percent and yet when 
the state experience is examined it is 
found that many of them were carried 
very profitably even at the old rates. 
On the other hand there will be classes 
on which the rates actually have been 


decreased in the face of state experi- 
ence showing experience much more | 
adverse than the average. Of course, 


the lack of dependability of the state 
experience, because of its limited vol- 
ume, is an excellent theoretical answer 
to any objections raised to these results 
and no one can charge that there has 
been any inconsistency, but we should 
look at the matter through their eyes 
and adopt the method which is most 
readily understood by them. 

The National Council on Compensa- 
tion Insurance is now making a thor- 
ough investigation of ratemaking meth- 
ods. The investigation was _ started 
primarily to ascertain the proper 
method of establishing rate levels. But 
this related problem of pure premium 
selection has been impressed so force- 
fully during the past year that a con- 
current attempt is being made to find 
a solution that will be at least as scien- 
tific as the present and considerably 
simpler and more popular. 

“The idea upon which the investiga- 
tion is proceeding is based upon the 
principle, which is to be substantiated 
by test or modified to fit actual condi- 
tions, that the general level of rates for 
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a state shall be determined by its own 
experience and the indicated average 
increase or decrease shall be distributed 
among the several classifications by the 
mechanical application of a formula. 
The probable procedure would be quite 


simple. It would merely involve a com- 
| parison between expected and actual 
class losses for the state, both being 


upon the new level of cost. The extent 
of departure from the old rate in the 
direction indicated by the experience 
would be determined by the credibility 
of the experience. As in experience rat- 
ing this credibility would depend upon 
the exposure.” 


Connecticut General Convention 


The Connecticut General Life will 
hold its first convention of general 
agents in Hartford, Dec. 29-38. About 
65 of the company’s general agents from 
all parts of the country will attend. The 


theme of the gathering will be “The 
Problems of the General Agent.” If 
the present plans are carried through 
there will be no addresses by outside 


speakers. 


J. G. Madigan Dead 
Funeral services for the late James G. 
Madigan, vice-president of the Union 
Indeninity, who died suddenly on Mon- 
day, were held at Rockville Center, N. 
Y., Wednesday morning. Interment was 
at Cohoes. 


General Casualty Appointments 


DETROIT, MICH., Dec. 2—The General 
Casualty & Surety announces the ap- 
pointment of the following general 
agents in Ohio: Harry W. Heffner, Cir- 
cleville; Patrick H. Keane, Oak Harbor; 
Carl E. Dumminger, Fremont; Lorenzo 
D. Exline, Bloomingburg; Chas, M. Igo, 
Hillsboro; John M. Toner, Edon. 


Federal Surety’s Detroit Branch 


DETROIT, MICH., Dec. 2—The Federal 
Surety of Davenport, Ia., has opened a 
branch office at 2227 First National Bank 
building, with E. H. Allen and W. E 
Jackson as resident managers in charge 
The new a will be under the juris- 
diction of H. Edgar Stone, superintend- 
ent, and W. W. Nixon, consulting en- 


gineer for the Michigan-Ohio depart- 
ment. 
Burglary Rate Changes 
NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—Chicago is ex- 


empt from any of the rate increases de- 
cided upon by the burglary department 
of the National Bureau of Casualty & 
Surety Underwriters, save for the three 
class, jewelry stores, drug stores and 
amusement parks, upon which flat ad- 
vances have been demanded the country 
over because of their heavy loss ex- 
perience. The revised figures, which be- 
come effective both as to new business 
and renewals on Jan. 1 are the result 
of the companies’ completed experience 
for 1921 and 1922 brought down to Dec. 
31, 1923. The fraternity was surprised 
at the advance in rates on churches, the 
prevailing thought before the figures 
were made public being that the class 
was a profitable one. Church policies 
vestments, chalices, candelabra 
and the communion service, whether in 
the church proper or in the rectory. 
Liability for money is specially excluded 
from the contract. 


New New York Company 

NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—The Common- 
wealth Surety Company is being organ- 
ized here. It intends to incorporate to 
do business under subdivisions four and 
five, of section 70 of the insurance law. 
This will permit it to write fidelity and 
surety bonds and burglary insurance. 
The incorporators are Lawrence R. God- 
frey, Richard A. Weil, Augusts T. 
Kelley, Joseph Tighe, James A. Tighe, 
Wallace T. Macrery, Leonard B. Han- 
ower, Frederick E. Goldsmith, John 
Marquette, Irving Hanower, David M. 
Rosenthal and Edward Laverty. 


New Taxi Mutual 
NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—The Red Cab 
Mutual Casualty Company is being or- 
ganized here to write taxicab risks, im- 
posed by the new highway law. 


———= 
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SUGGESTIONS BY DONALDSON 


Former Pennsylvania Commissioner Of- 
fers Substitutes for Compulsory 
Proposal 


In a brief submitted to State Senator 
Clarence J. Beckman of the Pennsyl- 
vania committee on compulsory automo- 
bile insurance, former Commissioner 
Thomas B. Donaldson, opposing the 
suggestion, held the real remedy for ac- 
cident reduction would be found in rigid 
traffic control, recommending specifi- 
cally that the engine powcr of motor 
cars be limited, the block system of traf- 
fic regulation installed and the police 
force increased. Indemnity, he argued, 
would better be supplied through the 
medium of personal accident insurance 
than the liability of car owners. He 
urged that a conference upon the gen- 
eral subject be held by representatives 
of the United States, Canada and Mex- 
ico. 
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Fifty-five years ago a family of nine 
arrived in Chicago from across the sea. 
Father and mother, four boys and three 
girls. One of these was Charles Wil- 
lard Olson of C. W. Olson & Co., of 
Chicago, well known to the insurance 
fraternity, across the country. Last 
Saturday these four boys spent 24 hours 
together in the home of one of them 
in Emporia, Kan., the first meal to- 
gether for these four in over 40 years. 
An inventory of the descendants of this 
family revealed 165 living and 19 dead, 
including children, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren plus their parents. 


Halsey B. Smith, who for the past 
three years has been in charge of the 
bonding department of the Federal Sur- 
ety of Davenport, Ia., has become as: 
sistant vice-president of the Western 
Surety of Sioux Falls, S. D. and will be 
in charge of the surety and fidelity deé- 
partment for that company. 

Mr. Smith is well qualified for his 
new position, as he has had a _ vast 
amount of experience as agent, special 
agent and in other executive connec! 
tions. Prior to his conection with the 
Federal Surety he was for a time with 
the American Bonding & Casualty, and 
before that he was with the United 
States Fidelity and Guarantee Co. Mr. 
Smith will make his home in Sioux 
Falls and will assume his new duties 
about Jan. Ist 


President Charles | H. Holland of the 
Independence Indemnity has issued in- 
vitations to a number of company offi- 
cials and friends to attend the ceremony 
in connection with the laying of the 
cornerstone of the company’s new home 
office building at Fifth and Walnut 
streets, Independence Square, Philadel- 
phia, next Thursday. The cornerstone 
will be laid by Mayor W. Freeland Ken- 
drick of Philadelphia. This will take 
place at noon. Immediately afterward 
there will be a luncheon at the Bellevue- 
Stratford. The main iron structure of 
the building is now pretty well in shape. 
It will be ready for occupancy in May. 


Casualty Notes 


The New York department has licensed 
the Equitable Surety of New York, which 
was recently organized. 

Edward M. Peters Co. of Boston have 
resigned the agency of the London & Lan- 
ecashire and have been appointed general 
agents of the Massachusetts Bonding. 

H. A. Davis, Indianapolis representative 
of the Commercial Casualty, now located 
in the Board of Trade Building in that 
city, will move his offices the latter part 
of this month to Room 508, Continental 





Bank Building. 
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OPINION ON U. S. BONDS | 


ISSUES RULING ON SURETIES | 


Treasury Department Calls Attention | 
to Necessity of Company Being 
Licensed in State of Principal 


A recent circular issued by the treas- 
ury department, regarding the issuance 
of bonds running to the United States 
government for principals residing in 
states in which the surety company is 
not licensed to do business, calls atten- | 
tion to the opinion of the attorney- | 
general of Oct. 28, 1909, in which he 
held that the federal act is supple- 
mental to and not exclusive of the laws 
of the state. The circular states: 

“This is to notify all surety compa- 
nies reporting to the treasury pursuant 
of the acts of Congress above referred 
to that the above quoted regulation is 
still in full force and effect and that it 


is expected that all such companies and | 


others concerned will observe it in the 
execution of bonds in favor of the 
United States. This regulation does not 
apply, however, where such bonds are 
executed at the home office of any au- 
thorized surety company.” 


EQUITABLE SURETY TO START 


New Company Has Been Organized 
in New York City and Is 
Now Licensed 


NEW YORK, Dec. 3.—Authority to 
begin business has been granted the re- 
cently formed Equitable Surety Co. of 


| this city, which has a paid-in capital of 


$250,000-and a net surplus of $130,000. 
Julius Martison is its president and Isi- 
dore Fine its treasurer. The assets of 


the company are invested almost wholly | 


in New York City bonds, aside from 
bank certificates of deposit. The lead- 
ing stockholders of the corporation, to- 


gether with the amount of their respec- 





GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 








Accident and Health, Burglary, Plate Glass, 

Steam Boiler, Automobile Liability, Property 

Damage and Collision, Elevator, Teams, Public 
Liability and Workmen’s Compensation 








General Building 





FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 


PHILADELPHIA 


4th & Walnut Streets 








Casualty company desires to 


Broad and liberal policies. 
ment. 


able business. 


Wanted—State Agent for lowa 


represent it in lowa under a state agency contract. a 
Very favorable terms will be offered an agency in a position to 

promote aggressively our business in Automobile, Compensation, Acci- 

dent and Health, Plate Glass and general liability lines. 

Prompt and satisfactory claim adjust- 

Sound security guaranteed by a million dollars capital. h 

is a real opportunity for a live agency to develop a large and profit- 


Address L-20, : 
Care The National Underwriter. 


secure an established agency to 


This 











WANTED 


We have a few district agency openings in Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri 
and Kansas for hustling fellows who can show the other man that “it can be 
done”—our perfected line of Accident and Sickness Protection, backed by our 
“return of mail claim service,” gets the business. 
can make a big connection with this Company. 


INCOME GUARANTY COMPANY, South Bend, Ind. 


If you are a big man you 








| of Hartford against Joseph E. 


tive shares are: Samuel Halpern, 957; 
Isidore Fine, 369; Harold Spjielberg, 
334; Julius Martison, 177; Benj. Lubin, 
134; Lester E. Schwartz. 


Belcher to Home Office 


Donald L. Belcher, formerly a field 
auditor with the Travelers, has been 
appointed assistant superintendent af 
the payroll audit division at the home 
office. 

Before joining the Travelers he was 
engaged in cost and efficiency account- 
ing with a number of companies; and 
later in employment and welfare work 
with the U. S. Rubber Company. 

In 1917, he entered the employ of the 
Travelers and took the payroll auditors’ 
course in the training school. His first 
assignment was as field auditor in New 
York City; later he went to Richmond, 
then Baltimore, then back to Richmond 
again, where he received his call to the 
home office. 


Second Suit, Wife Against Husband 


Of interest to insurance men is the 
second suit brought in Connecticut 
where a wife is suing her husband for 
injuries received while riding with him 
in his automobile. The present suit is 
one where the wife is asking $2,000 in 
damages from the husband. The first 
suit brought about a few months ago is 
still pending and there is every indica- 
tion that it will be taken to the supreme 
court on the question of whether or 
not a wife can sue her husband for 
personal injuries not willingly inflicted. 
The interested party in these two cases 
is of course the insurance company, as 
both defendants carried liability policies. 
The first suit was brought about by 
Mrs. Inez A. Bushnell of Thompson- 
ville against her husband, M. W. Bush- 
nell, and the second by Mary C. Dolan 
Dolan. 
A coincidence in both cases was the 
fact that the injured woman was pre- 
cipitated head first through the wind- 
shield. 





Holds Oral Renewal Binding 

FOND DU LAC, WIS., Dec. 2.—A jury 
decision in the case of Hermann Rose- 
now of North Fond du Lac vs. Belt Au- 
tomobile Indemnity has been given in 
favor of the plaintiff in his suit for dam- 
ages resulting from an automobile acci- 
dent. The case hinged upon the re- 
newal of an old policy with the Belt In- 
demnity, this renewal having been an 
oral contract. The jury found that F. B. 
Herrin, the local agent for the insurer, 
had agreed to defer payment of the first 
premium until the policy was turned 
over to the plaintiff. In the meantime 


| the policyholder’s automobile had killed 


|} with 


| Belt case. 


the 
cured 


wife of William Ferguson who se- 
$3,500 damages. This together 
court expenses making a total of 
$4,163, was sought by the plaintiff in the 
Judgment has not been en- 
tered by the court as yet and probably 
will not be for two or three weeks, 


Union Casualty Cases On Trial 


HARRISBURG, PA., Dec. 2.—A claim 
of $231,193 is involved in a trial which 
opened in court here today, without a 
jury, in which the state insurance de- 
partment is contesting a suit filed last 
week by George W. DeHaven against 
the Union Casualty. The money is 
claimed for commissions alleged to be 
due the George W. DeHaven Company 


from the Union Casualty, which sold al] 
of its insurance through the DeHaven 
Company under a contract which the in. 
surance department avers is fradulent, 

The suit was originally filed in Phila- 
delphia in 1916, but before it could come 
to trial the Union Casualty was ad- 
judged insolvent and a receiver named, 
thus removing jurisdiction to the Dau- 
phin county (Harrisburg) court. 


Compulsory Auto Bill in Texas 


FORT WORTH, TEX., Dec. 2.—Repre- 
sentative George C. Kemble of Fort 
Worth is preparing a bill to be intro- 
duced in the coming session of the 
Texas legislature to require every per- 
son driving an automobile to purchase 
an indemnity bond to indemnify against 
loss of life and destruction of property 
by drivers of automobiles. 

“When a person buys his auto license 
he ought to present an indemnity bond 
as a prerequisite to obtaining the lj- 
cense, or its renewal, and then the long 
suffering public would have protection 
against the criminally careless drivers, 
as well as against the unavoidable acci- 
dents,” he said. 


Many Railroad-Auto Accidents 


AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 2.—Sixty-eight 
persons have been killed and 224 others 
injured, a total of 292 casualties at rail- 
road highway crossings in Texas during 
the nine months ending Sept. 30, accord- 
ing to a compilation by the State Rail- 
road Commission. With few exceptions 





he accidents were result of collisions 
between motor “vehicles and railroad 
trains. 


Causes of accidents reported in August 
and September, just made public by the 
Railroad Commission, included attempt 
to beat trains to crossings, stalling of 
automobiles on railroad tracks; driving 
into the side of a locomotive and also 
into the side of trains. Several acci- 
dents occurred despite that the view of 
the approaching trains was not ob- 
structed. 


514, Times In 7 Years 


Is a record of Premium Increase 
which means more than a mere dis- 
play of figures. The reason for this 
remarkable achievement may be 
found in the unsurpassed service 
which has characterized the institu- 
tion since it was founded in 1903. 

Authorized to transact business in 
33 States with a Cash Capital of 
$200,000.00 and Admitted Assets of 
$560,000.00, the opportunities for re- 
sponsible and able representatives are 
better than ever before. 


HEALTH AND ACCIDENT 
INSURANCE ONLY 


For unoccupied territory write Home Office 


Inter Ocean Casualty Company 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 


W. G. Alpaugh, J. W. Scherr, 
Secretary President 











WANTED 


On or before December 3ist, a capable 
insurance man with experience, preferably 
in Casualty lines, to manage and handle 
an insurance department writing all lines, 
connected with a Real Estate business in 
Iowa, established in 1893. Permanent posi- 
tion with excellent prospects to a producer. 
Salary and percentage basis with oppor- 
tunity to acquire an interest later. 


Address L-17, 
Care The National Underwriter. 























A Progressive Surety and Casualty Company 











ey 





SPECIAL AGENT WANTED 


Special Agent for StockCasualty Com- 
pany to cover Ohio and Indiana Territory. 
Address L-14, 

Care The National Underwriter. 








WANTED 


Young man or woman to take charge of 
statistical department in small casualty 
company in Northwest. Will be required 
to handle entire work of department in- 
cluding punching of cards, but position will 
no doubt lead to rapid advancement. 

Address L=15, care The National Underwriter. 
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me The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance 














| | Gusrentoe and Accident | 
Company. Limited | 


Head Office U. S. Branch 


: 55 Fifth Avenue, New York 
C. M. BERGER, United States Manager 











le The “Company of super service” is not a name that has 
* been “applied” to the London Guarantee and Accident. 
4 It is a name well earned in more than fifty years of close 


co-operation with the agents. 
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Strike, Riot and Civil Commotion 
Insurance 


NEW YORK > 


ROPERTY-OWNERS, every- 

where, need Strike, Riot and 
Civil Commotion Insurance. It isa 
class of insurance that appeals to a 
wide circle of successful business 
men because it guards against the 
unexpected loss. 


At a very low cost, insurance may 
be secured against the damage 
caused by rioters and mob violence. 


their Specialty Line business. 





Explosion Insurance is often added 
to this policy making it as complete 
a cover as seems possible against the 
unknown future. 


Our agents have found that selling 
Strike, Riot and Civil Commotion 
Insurance to their clients extends 
their “proteciive service” and brings 
new accounts to their books. 


Agents of this Company are entitled to know what we are ready to do for them to increase 
A distinctive service is being offered. 


Speak to our field representative about it! 


THE COMMERCIAL UNION 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 





CHICAGO 


SAN FRANCISCO 





ATLANTA 











